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The Honorable Diana DeGette 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Congresswoman DeGette: 
 
 Thank you for your August 25, 2020, letter to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Administrator Andrew Wheeler regarding the amendments to the New Source Performance 
Standards (NSPS) for the Oil and Natural Gas Sector. The Administrator asked that I respond on 
his behalf.  
 
 On August 13, 2020, Administrator Wheeler announced two final rules for the oil and 
natural gas industry that bring the NSPS back into alignment with the Clean Air Act (CAA) and 
remove redundant requirements to reduce undue burden on domestic energy producers. The rules, 
which include both policy and technical amendments, maintain health and environmental 
protection from oil and gas sources that the Agency considers appropriate to regulate under the 
law.   
 
 The policy amendments rescind the NSPS for methane for the production and processing 
segments of the oil and natural gas industry. These amendments solidify EPA’s position that the 
CAA requires EPA to make a finding that a pollutant contributes significantly to air pollution 
before setting NSPS requirements for that pollutant. The prior administration did not make such a 
finding for methane prior to regulating it under the source category. Further, regulating methane 
is redundant given the existing NSPS for volatile organic compounds (VOCs). Because the 
controls for VOCs also capture methane, standards for methane do not further reduce methane 
emissions from these segments of the industry and provide no additional public health protection. 
Oil and gas operators will still be required to reduce emissions of ozone-forming VOCs in the 
production and processing segment of the industry. In this final action, the Agency also removed 
the transmission and storage segment from the source category. The production and processing 
segments of the industry now make up the regulated source category, consistent with how the 
source category was listed under the CAA in 1979. The 2012 and 2016 rules erroneously 
interpreted the 1979 CAA listing to also include the transmission and storage segment. 
  



 In a separate, concurrent action, EPA amended Oil and Natural Gas NSPS in response to 
administrative petitions to reconsider certain aspects of the 2016 NSPS and implementation issues 
brought to the Agency’s attention after the 2016 rule was issued, including those related to leak 
detection and repair requirements. These targeted technical amendments streamline 
implementation of the rule and significantly reduce unnecessary burdens on domestic energy 
producers. The technical amendments streamline recordkeeping and reporting for fugitive 
emissions (leaks); exempt low production wells from fugitive monitoring and change monitoring 
frequency at gathering and boosting compressor stations from quarterly to semiannual monitoring; 
reduce duplication of some state requirements; and make it easier for the industry to apply to use 
new technologies to monitor for fugitive emissions. 
 
 Again, thank you again for your letter. I appreciate the opportunity to be of service and 
trust that the information provided is helpful. If you have further questions, please contact me or 
your staff may contact Karen Thundiyil in EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Relations at thundiyil.karen@epa.gov or at (202) 564-1142. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
       Anne L. Austin 
       Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator
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The Honorable Alan Lowenthal 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Congressman Lowenthal: 
 
 Thank you for your August 25, 2020, letter to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Administrator Andrew Wheeler regarding the amendments to the New Source Performance 
Standards (NSPS) for the Oil and Natural Gas Sector. The Administrator asked that I respond on 
his behalf.  
 
 On August 13, 2020, Administrator Wheeler announced two final rules for the oil and 
natural gas industry that bring the NSPS back into alignment with the Clean Air Act (CAA) and 
remove redundant requirements to reduce undue burden on domestic energy producers. The rules, 
which include both policy and technical amendments, maintain health and environmental 
protection from oil and gas sources that the Agency considers appropriate to regulate under the 
law.   
 
 The policy amendments rescind the NSPS for methane for the production and processing 
segments of the oil and natural gas industry. These amendments solidify EPA’s position that the 
CAA requires EPA to make a finding that a pollutant contributes significantly to air pollution 
before setting NSPS requirements for that pollutant. The prior administration did not make such a 
finding for methane prior to regulating it under the source category. Further, regulating methane 
is redundant given the existing NSPS for volatile organic compounds (VOCs). Because the 
controls for VOCs also capture methane, standards for methane do not further reduce methane 
emissions from these segments of the industry and provide no additional public health protection. 
Oil and gas operators will still be required to reduce emissions of ozone-forming VOCs in the 
production and processing segment of the industry. In this final action, the Agency also removed 
the transmission and storage segment from the source category. The production and processing 
segments of the industry now make up the regulated source category, consistent with how the 
source category was listed under the CAA in 1979. The 2012 and 2016 rules erroneously 
interpreted the 1979 CAA listing to also include the transmission and storage segment. 
  



 In a separate, concurrent action, EPA amended Oil and Natural Gas NSPS in response to 
administrative petitions to reconsider certain aspects of the 2016 NSPS and implementation issues 
brought to the Agency’s attention after the 2016 rule was issued, including those related to leak 
detection and repair requirements. These targeted technical amendments streamline 
implementation of the rule and significantly reduce unnecessary burdens on domestic energy 
producers. The technical amendments streamline recordkeeping and reporting for fugitive 
emissions (leaks); exempt low production wells from fugitive monitoring and change monitoring 
frequency at gathering and boosting compressor stations from quarterly to semiannual monitoring; 
reduce duplication of some state requirements; and make it easier for the industry to apply to use 
new technologies to monitor for fugitive emissions. 
 
 Again, thank you again for your letter. I appreciate the opportunity to be of service and 
trust that the information provided is helpful. If you have further questions, please contact me or 
your staff may contact Karen Thundiyil in EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Relations at thundiyil.karen@epa.gov or at (202) 564-1142. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
       Anne L. Austin 
       Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator
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The Honorable Raúl M. Grijalva 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Congressman Grijalva: 
 
 Thank you for your August 25, 2020, letter to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Administrator Andrew Wheeler regarding the amendments to the New Source Performance 
Standards (NSPS) for the Oil and Natural Gas Sector. The Administrator asked that I respond on 
his behalf.  
 
 On August 13, 2020, Administrator Wheeler announced two final rules for the oil and 
natural gas industry that bring the NSPS back into alignment with the Clean Air Act (CAA) and 
remove redundant requirements to reduce undue burden on domestic energy producers. The rules, 
which include both policy and technical amendments, maintain health and environmental 
protection from oil and gas sources that the Agency considers appropriate to regulate under the 
law.   
 
 The policy amendments rescind the NSPS for methane for the production and processing 
segments of the oil and natural gas industry. These amendments solidify EPA’s position that the 
CAA requires EPA to make a finding that a pollutant contributes significantly to air pollution 
before setting NSPS requirements for that pollutant. The prior administration did not make such a 
finding for methane prior to regulating it under the source category. Further, regulating methane 
is redundant given the existing NSPS for volatile organic compounds (VOCs). Because the 
controls for VOCs also capture methane, standards for methane do not further reduce methane 
emissions from these segments of the industry and provide no additional public health protection. 
Oil and gas operators will still be required to reduce emissions of ozone-forming VOCs in the 
production and processing segment of the industry. In this final action, the Agency also removed 
the transmission and storage segment from the source category. The production and processing 
segments of the industry now make up the regulated source category, consistent with how the 
source category was listed under the CAA in 1979. The 2012 and 2016 rules erroneously 
interpreted the 1979 CAA listing to also include the transmission and storage segment. 
  



 In a separate, concurrent action, EPA amended Oil and Natural Gas NSPS in response to 
administrative petitions to reconsider certain aspects of the 2016 NSPS and implementation issues 
brought to the Agency’s attention after the 2016 rule was issued, including those related to leak 
detection and repair requirements. These targeted technical amendments streamline 
implementation of the rule and significantly reduce unnecessary burdens on domestic energy 
producers. The technical amendments streamline recordkeeping and reporting for fugitive 
emissions (leaks); exempt low production wells from fugitive monitoring and change monitoring 
frequency at gathering and boosting compressor stations from quarterly to semiannual monitoring; 
reduce duplication of some state requirements; and make it easier for the industry to apply to use 
new technologies to monitor for fugitive emissions. 
 
 Again, thank you again for your letter. I appreciate the opportunity to be of service and 
trust that the information provided is helpful. If you have further questions, please contact me or 
your staff may contact Karen Thundiyil in EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Relations at thundiyil.karen@epa.gov or at (202) 564-1142. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
       Anne L. Austin 
       Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator
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The Honorable Jared Huffman 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Congressman Huffman: 
 
 Thank you for your August 25, 2020, letter to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Administrator Andrew Wheeler regarding the amendments to the New Source Performance 
Standards (NSPS) for the Oil and Natural Gas Sector. The Administrator asked that I respond on 
his behalf.  
 
 On August 13, 2020, Administrator Wheeler announced two final rules for the oil and 
natural gas industry that bring the NSPS back into alignment with the Clean Air Act (CAA) and 
remove redundant requirements to reduce undue burden on domestic energy producers. The rules, 
which include both policy and technical amendments, maintain health and environmental 
protection from oil and gas sources that the Agency considers appropriate to regulate under the 
law.   
 
 The policy amendments rescind the NSPS for methane for the production and processing 
segments of the oil and natural gas industry. These amendments solidify EPA’s position that the 
CAA requires EPA to make a finding that a pollutant contributes significantly to air pollution 
before setting NSPS requirements for that pollutant. The prior administration did not make such a 
finding for methane prior to regulating it under the source category. Further, regulating methane 
is redundant given the existing NSPS for volatile organic compounds (VOCs). Because the 
controls for VOCs also capture methane, standards for methane do not further reduce methane 
emissions from these segments of the industry and provide no additional public health protection. 
Oil and gas operators will still be required to reduce emissions of ozone-forming VOCs in the 
production and processing segment of the industry. In this final action, the Agency also removed 
the transmission and storage segment from the source category. The production and processing 
segments of the industry now make up the regulated source category, consistent with how the 
source category was listed under the CAA in 1979. The 2012 and 2016 rules erroneously 
interpreted the 1979 CAA listing to also include the transmission and storage segment. 
  



 In a separate, concurrent action, EPA amended Oil and Natural Gas NSPS in response to 
administrative petitions to reconsider certain aspects of the 2016 NSPS and implementation issues 
brought to the Agency’s attention after the 2016 rule was issued, including those related to leak 
detection and repair requirements. These targeted technical amendments streamline 
implementation of the rule and significantly reduce unnecessary burdens on domestic energy 
producers. The technical amendments streamline recordkeeping and reporting for fugitive 
emissions (leaks); exempt low production wells from fugitive monitoring and change monitoring 
frequency at gathering and boosting compressor stations from quarterly to semiannual monitoring; 
reduce duplication of some state requirements; and make it easier for the industry to apply to use 
new technologies to monitor for fugitive emissions. 
 
 Again, thank you again for your letter. I appreciate the opportunity to be of service and 
trust that the information provided is helpful. If you have further questions, please contact me or 
your staff may contact Karen Thundiyil in EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Relations at thundiyil.karen@epa.gov or at (202) 564-1142. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
       Anne L. Austin 
       Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator
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The Honorable Kathy Castor 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Congresswoman Castor: 
 
 Thank you for your August 25, 2020, letter to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Administrator Andrew Wheeler regarding the amendments to the New Source Performance 
Standards (NSPS) for the Oil and Natural Gas Sector. The Administrator asked that I respond on 
his behalf.  
 
 On August 13, 2020, Administrator Wheeler announced two final rules for the oil and 
natural gas industry that bring the NSPS back into alignment with the Clean Air Act (CAA) and 
remove redundant requirements to reduce undue burden on domestic energy producers. The rules, 
which include both policy and technical amendments, maintain health and environmental 
protection from oil and gas sources that the Agency considers appropriate to regulate under the 
law.   
 
 The policy amendments rescind the NSPS for methane for the production and processing 
segments of the oil and natural gas industry. These amendments solidify EPA’s position that the 
CAA requires EPA to make a finding that a pollutant contributes significantly to air pollution 
before setting NSPS requirements for that pollutant. The prior administration did not make such a 
finding for methane prior to regulating it under the source category. Further, regulating methane 
is redundant given the existing NSPS for volatile organic compounds (VOCs). Because the 
controls for VOCs also capture methane, standards for methane do not further reduce methane 
emissions from these segments of the industry and provide no additional public health protection. 
Oil and gas operators will still be required to reduce emissions of ozone-forming VOCs in the 
production and processing segment of the industry. In this final action, the Agency also removed 
the transmission and storage segment from the source category. The production and processing 
segments of the industry now make up the regulated source category, consistent with how the 
source category was listed under the CAA in 1979. The 2012 and 2016 rules erroneously 
interpreted the 1979 CAA listing to also include the transmission and storage segment. 
  



 In a separate, concurrent action, EPA amended Oil and Natural Gas NSPS in response to 
administrative petitions to reconsider certain aspects of the 2016 NSPS and implementation issues 
brought to the Agency’s attention after the 2016 rule was issued, including those related to leak 
detection and repair requirements. These targeted technical amendments streamline 
implementation of the rule and significantly reduce unnecessary burdens on domestic energy 
producers. The technical amendments streamline recordkeeping and reporting for fugitive 
emissions (leaks); exempt low production wells from fugitive monitoring and change monitoring 
frequency at gathering and boosting compressor stations from quarterly to semiannual monitoring; 
reduce duplication of some state requirements; and make it easier for the industry to apply to use 
new technologies to monitor for fugitive emissions. 
 
 Again, thank you again for your letter. I appreciate the opportunity to be of service and 
trust that the information provided is helpful. If you have further questions, please contact me or 
your staff may contact Karen Thundiyil in EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Relations at thundiyil.karen@epa.gov or at (202) 564-1142. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
       Anne L. Austin 
       Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator
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The Honorable Scott Peters 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Congressman Peters: 
 
 Thank you for your August 25, 2020, letter to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Administrator Andrew Wheeler regarding the amendments to the New Source Performance 
Standards (NSPS) for the Oil and Natural Gas Sector. The Administrator asked that I respond on 
his behalf.  
 
 On August 13, 2020, Administrator Wheeler announced two final rules for the oil and 
natural gas industry that bring the NSPS back into alignment with the Clean Air Act (CAA) and 
remove redundant requirements to reduce undue burden on domestic energy producers. The rules, 
which include both policy and technical amendments, maintain health and environmental 
protection from oil and gas sources that the Agency considers appropriate to regulate under the 
law.   
 
 The policy amendments rescind the NSPS for methane for the production and processing 
segments of the oil and natural gas industry. These amendments solidify EPA’s position that the 
CAA requires EPA to make a finding that a pollutant contributes significantly to air pollution 
before setting NSPS requirements for that pollutant. The prior administration did not make such a 
finding for methane prior to regulating it under the source category. Further, regulating methane 
is redundant given the existing NSPS for volatile organic compounds (VOCs). Because the 
controls for VOCs also capture methane, standards for methane do not further reduce methane 
emissions from these segments of the industry and provide no additional public health protection. 
Oil and gas operators will still be required to reduce emissions of ozone-forming VOCs in the 
production and processing segment of the industry. In this final action, the Agency also removed 
the transmission and storage segment from the source category. The production and processing 
segments of the industry now make up the regulated source category, consistent with how the 
source category was listed under the CAA in 1979. The 2012 and 2016 rules erroneously 
interpreted the 1979 CAA listing to also include the transmission and storage segment. 
  



 In a separate, concurrent action, EPA amended Oil and Natural Gas NSPS in response to 
administrative petitions to reconsider certain aspects of the 2016 NSPS and implementation issues 
brought to the Agency’s attention after the 2016 rule was issued, including those related to leak 
detection and repair requirements. These targeted technical amendments streamline 
implementation of the rule and significantly reduce unnecessary burdens on domestic energy 
producers. The technical amendments streamline recordkeeping and reporting for fugitive 
emissions (leaks); exempt low production wells from fugitive monitoring and change monitoring 
frequency at gathering and boosting compressor stations from quarterly to semiannual monitoring; 
reduce duplication of some state requirements; and make it easier for the industry to apply to use 
new technologies to monitor for fugitive emissions. 
 
 Again, thank you again for your letter. I appreciate the opportunity to be of service and 
trust that the information provided is helpful. If you have further questions, please contact me or 
your staff may contact Karen Thundiyil in EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Relations at thundiyil.karen@epa.gov or at (202) 564-1142. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
       Anne L. Austin 
       Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator
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The Honorable Pramila Jayapal 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Congresswoman Jayapal: 
 
 Thank you for your August 25, 2020, letter to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Administrator Andrew Wheeler regarding the amendments to the New Source Performance 
Standards (NSPS) for the Oil and Natural Gas Sector. The Administrator asked that I respond on 
his behalf.  
 
 On August 13, 2020, Administrator Wheeler announced two final rules for the oil and 
natural gas industry that bring the NSPS back into alignment with the Clean Air Act (CAA) and 
remove redundant requirements to reduce undue burden on domestic energy producers. The rules, 
which include both policy and technical amendments, maintain health and environmental 
protection from oil and gas sources that the Agency considers appropriate to regulate under the 
law.   
 
 The policy amendments rescind the NSPS for methane for the production and processing 
segments of the oil and natural gas industry. These amendments solidify EPA’s position that the 
CAA requires EPA to make a finding that a pollutant contributes significantly to air pollution 
before setting NSPS requirements for that pollutant. The prior administration did not make such a 
finding for methane prior to regulating it under the source category. Further, regulating methane 
is redundant given the existing NSPS for volatile organic compounds (VOCs). Because the 
controls for VOCs also capture methane, standards for methane do not further reduce methane 
emissions from these segments of the industry and provide no additional public health protection. 
Oil and gas operators will still be required to reduce emissions of ozone-forming VOCs in the 
production and processing segment of the industry. In this final action, the Agency also removed 
the transmission and storage segment from the source category. The production and processing 
segments of the industry now make up the regulated source category, consistent with how the 
source category was listed under the CAA in 1979. The 2012 and 2016 rules erroneously 
interpreted the 1979 CAA listing to also include the transmission and storage segment. 
  



 In a separate, concurrent action, EPA amended Oil and Natural Gas NSPS in response to 
administrative petitions to reconsider certain aspects of the 2016 NSPS and implementation issues 
brought to the Agency’s attention after the 2016 rule was issued, including those related to leak 
detection and repair requirements. These targeted technical amendments streamline 
implementation of the rule and significantly reduce unnecessary burdens on domestic energy 
producers. The technical amendments streamline recordkeeping and reporting for fugitive 
emissions (leaks); exempt low production wells from fugitive monitoring and change monitoring 
frequency at gathering and boosting compressor stations from quarterly to semiannual monitoring; 
reduce duplication of some state requirements; and make it easier for the industry to apply to use 
new technologies to monitor for fugitive emissions. 
 
 Again, thank you again for your letter. I appreciate the opportunity to be of service and 
trust that the information provided is helpful. If you have further questions, please contact me or 
your staff may contact Karen Thundiyil in EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Relations at thundiyil.karen@epa.gov or at (202) 564-1142. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
       Anne L. Austin 
       Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator
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The Honorable Mike Quigley 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Congressman Quigley: 
 
 Thank you for your August 25, 2020, letter to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Administrator Andrew Wheeler regarding the amendments to the New Source Performance 
Standards (NSPS) for the Oil and Natural Gas Sector. The Administrator asked that I respond on 
his behalf.  
 
 On August 13, 2020, Administrator Wheeler announced two final rules for the oil and 
natural gas industry that bring the NSPS back into alignment with the Clean Air Act (CAA) and 
remove redundant requirements to reduce undue burden on domestic energy producers. The rules, 
which include both policy and technical amendments, maintain health and environmental 
protection from oil and gas sources that the Agency considers appropriate to regulate under the 
law.   
 
 The policy amendments rescind the NSPS for methane for the production and processing 
segments of the oil and natural gas industry. These amendments solidify EPA’s position that the 
CAA requires EPA to make a finding that a pollutant contributes significantly to air pollution 
before setting NSPS requirements for that pollutant. The prior administration did not make such a 
finding for methane prior to regulating it under the source category. Further, regulating methane 
is redundant given the existing NSPS for volatile organic compounds (VOCs). Because the 
controls for VOCs also capture methane, standards for methane do not further reduce methane 
emissions from these segments of the industry and provide no additional public health protection. 
Oil and gas operators will still be required to reduce emissions of ozone-forming VOCs in the 
production and processing segment of the industry. In this final action, the Agency also removed 
the transmission and storage segment from the source category. The production and processing 
segments of the industry now make up the regulated source category, consistent with how the 
source category was listed under the CAA in 1979. The 2012 and 2016 rules erroneously 
interpreted the 1979 CAA listing to also include the transmission and storage segment. 
  



 In a separate, concurrent action, EPA amended Oil and Natural Gas NSPS in response to 
administrative petitions to reconsider certain aspects of the 2016 NSPS and implementation issues 
brought to the Agency’s attention after the 2016 rule was issued, including those related to leak 
detection and repair requirements. These targeted technical amendments streamline 
implementation of the rule and significantly reduce unnecessary burdens on domestic energy 
producers. The technical amendments streamline recordkeeping and reporting for fugitive 
emissions (leaks); exempt low production wells from fugitive monitoring and change monitoring 
frequency at gathering and boosting compressor stations from quarterly to semiannual monitoring; 
reduce duplication of some state requirements; and make it easier for the industry to apply to use 
new technologies to monitor for fugitive emissions. 
 
 Again, thank you again for your letter. I appreciate the opportunity to be of service and 
trust that the information provided is helpful. If you have further questions, please contact me or 
your staff may contact Karen Thundiyil in EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Relations at thundiyil.karen@epa.gov or at (202) 564-1142. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
       Anne L. Austin 
       Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator
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The Honorable Adam Smith 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Congressman Smith: 
 
 Thank you for your August 25, 2020, letter to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Administrator Andrew Wheeler regarding the amendments to the New Source Performance 
Standards (NSPS) for the Oil and Natural Gas Sector. The Administrator asked that I respond on 
his behalf.  
 
 On August 13, 2020, Administrator Wheeler announced two final rules for the oil and 
natural gas industry that bring the NSPS back into alignment with the Clean Air Act (CAA) and 
remove redundant requirements to reduce undue burden on domestic energy producers. The rules, 
which include both policy and technical amendments, maintain health and environmental 
protection from oil and gas sources that the Agency considers appropriate to regulate under the 
law.   
 
 The policy amendments rescind the NSPS for methane for the production and processing 
segments of the oil and natural gas industry. These amendments solidify EPA’s position that the 
CAA requires EPA to make a finding that a pollutant contributes significantly to air pollution 
before setting NSPS requirements for that pollutant. The prior administration did not make such a 
finding for methane prior to regulating it under the source category. Further, regulating methane 
is redundant given the existing NSPS for volatile organic compounds (VOCs). Because the 
controls for VOCs also capture methane, standards for methane do not further reduce methane 
emissions from these segments of the industry and provide no additional public health protection. 
Oil and gas operators will still be required to reduce emissions of ozone-forming VOCs in the 
production and processing segment of the industry. In this final action, the Agency also removed 
the transmission and storage segment from the source category. The production and processing 
segments of the industry now make up the regulated source category, consistent with how the 
source category was listed under the CAA in 1979. The 2012 and 2016 rules erroneously 
interpreted the 1979 CAA listing to also include the transmission and storage segment. 
  



 In a separate, concurrent action, EPA amended Oil and Natural Gas NSPS in response to 
administrative petitions to reconsider certain aspects of the 2016 NSPS and implementation issues 
brought to the Agency’s attention after the 2016 rule was issued, including those related to leak 
detection and repair requirements. These targeted technical amendments streamline 
implementation of the rule and significantly reduce unnecessary burdens on domestic energy 
producers. The technical amendments streamline recordkeeping and reporting for fugitive 
emissions (leaks); exempt low production wells from fugitive monitoring and change monitoring 
frequency at gathering and boosting compressor stations from quarterly to semiannual monitoring; 
reduce duplication of some state requirements; and make it easier for the industry to apply to use 
new technologies to monitor for fugitive emissions. 
 
 Again, thank you again for your letter. I appreciate the opportunity to be of service and 
trust that the information provided is helpful. If you have further questions, please contact me or 
your staff may contact Karen Thundiyil in EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Relations at thundiyil.karen@epa.gov or at (202) 564-1142. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
       Anne L. Austin 
       Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator
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The Honorable Bonnie Watson Coleman 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Congresswoman Watson Coleman: 
 
 Thank you for your August 25, 2020, letter to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Administrator Andrew Wheeler regarding the amendments to the New Source Performance 
Standards (NSPS) for the Oil and Natural Gas Sector. The Administrator asked that I respond on 
his behalf.  
 
 On August 13, 2020, Administrator Wheeler announced two final rules for the oil and 
natural gas industry that bring the NSPS back into alignment with the Clean Air Act (CAA) and 
remove redundant requirements to reduce undue burden on domestic energy producers. The rules, 
which include both policy and technical amendments, maintain health and environmental 
protection from oil and gas sources that the Agency considers appropriate to regulate under the 
law.   
 
 The policy amendments rescind the NSPS for methane for the production and processing 
segments of the oil and natural gas industry. These amendments solidify EPA’s position that the 
CAA requires EPA to make a finding that a pollutant contributes significantly to air pollution 
before setting NSPS requirements for that pollutant. The prior administration did not make such a 
finding for methane prior to regulating it under the source category. Further, regulating methane 
is redundant given the existing NSPS for volatile organic compounds (VOCs). Because the 
controls for VOCs also capture methane, standards for methane do not further reduce methane 
emissions from these segments of the industry and provide no additional public health protection. 
Oil and gas operators will still be required to reduce emissions of ozone-forming VOCs in the 
production and processing segment of the industry. In this final action, the Agency also removed 
the transmission and storage segment from the source category. The production and processing 
segments of the industry now make up the regulated source category, consistent with how the 
source category was listed under the CAA in 1979. The 2012 and 2016 rules erroneously 
interpreted the 1979 CAA listing to also include the transmission and storage segment. 
  



 In a separate, concurrent action, EPA amended Oil and Natural Gas NSPS in response to 
administrative petitions to reconsider certain aspects of the 2016 NSPS and implementation issues 
brought to the Agency’s attention after the 2016 rule was issued, including those related to leak 
detection and repair requirements. These targeted technical amendments streamline 
implementation of the rule and significantly reduce unnecessary burdens on domestic energy 
producers. The technical amendments streamline recordkeeping and reporting for fugitive 
emissions (leaks); exempt low production wells from fugitive monitoring and change monitoring 
frequency at gathering and boosting compressor stations from quarterly to semiannual monitoring; 
reduce duplication of some state requirements; and make it easier for the industry to apply to use 
new technologies to monitor for fugitive emissions. 
 
 Again, thank you again for your letter. I appreciate the opportunity to be of service and 
trust that the information provided is helpful. If you have further questions, please contact me or 
your staff may contact Karen Thundiyil in EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Relations at thundiyil.karen@epa.gov or at (202) 564-1142. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
       Anne L. Austin 
       Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator
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The Honorable Brian Fitzpatrick 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Congressman Fitzpatrick: 
 
 Thank you for your August 25, 2020, letter to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Administrator Andrew Wheeler regarding the amendments to the New Source Performance 
Standards (NSPS) for the Oil and Natural Gas Sector. The Administrator asked that I respond on 
his behalf.  
 
 On August 13, 2020, Administrator Wheeler announced two final rules for the oil and 
natural gas industry that bring the NSPS back into alignment with the Clean Air Act (CAA) and 
remove redundant requirements to reduce undue burden on domestic energy producers. The rules, 
which include both policy and technical amendments, maintain health and environmental 
protection from oil and gas sources that the Agency considers appropriate to regulate under the 
law.   
 
 The policy amendments rescind the NSPS for methane for the production and processing 
segments of the oil and natural gas industry. These amendments solidify EPA’s position that the 
CAA requires EPA to make a finding that a pollutant contributes significantly to air pollution 
before setting NSPS requirements for that pollutant. The prior administration did not make such a 
finding for methane prior to regulating it under the source category. Further, regulating methane 
is redundant given the existing NSPS for volatile organic compounds (VOCs). Because the 
controls for VOCs also capture methane, standards for methane do not further reduce methane 
emissions from these segments of the industry and provide no additional public health protection. 
Oil and gas operators will still be required to reduce emissions of ozone-forming VOCs in the 
production and processing segment of the industry. In this final action, the Agency also removed 
the transmission and storage segment from the source category. The production and processing 
segments of the industry now make up the regulated source category, consistent with how the 
source category was listed under the CAA in 1979. The 2012 and 2016 rules erroneously 
interpreted the 1979 CAA listing to also include the transmission and storage segment. 
  



 In a separate, concurrent action, EPA amended Oil and Natural Gas NSPS in response to 
administrative petitions to reconsider certain aspects of the 2016 NSPS and implementation issues 
brought to the Agency’s attention after the 2016 rule was issued, including those related to leak 
detection and repair requirements. These targeted technical amendments streamline 
implementation of the rule and significantly reduce unnecessary burdens on domestic energy 
producers. The technical amendments streamline recordkeeping and reporting for fugitive 
emissions (leaks); exempt low production wells from fugitive monitoring and change monitoring 
frequency at gathering and boosting compressor stations from quarterly to semiannual monitoring; 
reduce duplication of some state requirements; and make it easier for the industry to apply to use 
new technologies to monitor for fugitive emissions. 
 
 Again, thank you again for your letter. I appreciate the opportunity to be of service and 
trust that the information provided is helpful. If you have further questions, please contact me or 
your staff may contact Karen Thundiyil in EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Relations at thundiyil.karen@epa.gov or at (202) 564-1142. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
       Anne L. Austin 
       Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator
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The Honorable Jamie Raskin 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Congressman Raskin: 
 
 Thank you for your August 25, 2020, letter to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Administrator Andrew Wheeler regarding the amendments to the New Source Performance 
Standards (NSPS) for the Oil and Natural Gas Sector. The Administrator asked that I respond on 
his behalf.  
 
 On August 13, 2020, Administrator Wheeler announced two final rules for the oil and 
natural gas industry that bring the NSPS back into alignment with the Clean Air Act (CAA) and 
remove redundant requirements to reduce undue burden on domestic energy producers. The rules, 
which include both policy and technical amendments, maintain health and environmental 
protection from oil and gas sources that the Agency considers appropriate to regulate under the 
law.   
 
 The policy amendments rescind the NSPS for methane for the production and processing 
segments of the oil and natural gas industry. These amendments solidify EPA’s position that the 
CAA requires EPA to make a finding that a pollutant contributes significantly to air pollution 
before setting NSPS requirements for that pollutant. The prior administration did not make such a 
finding for methane prior to regulating it under the source category. Further, regulating methane 
is redundant given the existing NSPS for volatile organic compounds (VOCs). Because the 
controls for VOCs also capture methane, standards for methane do not further reduce methane 
emissions from these segments of the industry and provide no additional public health protection. 
Oil and gas operators will still be required to reduce emissions of ozone-forming VOCs in the 
production and processing segment of the industry. In this final action, the Agency also removed 
the transmission and storage segment from the source category. The production and processing 
segments of the industry now make up the regulated source category, consistent with how the 
source category was listed under the CAA in 1979. The 2012 and 2016 rules erroneously 
interpreted the 1979 CAA listing to also include the transmission and storage segment. 
  



 In a separate, concurrent action, EPA amended Oil and Natural Gas NSPS in response to 
administrative petitions to reconsider certain aspects of the 2016 NSPS and implementation issues 
brought to the Agency’s attention after the 2016 rule was issued, including those related to leak 
detection and repair requirements. These targeted technical amendments streamline 
implementation of the rule and significantly reduce unnecessary burdens on domestic energy 
producers. The technical amendments streamline recordkeeping and reporting for fugitive 
emissions (leaks); exempt low production wells from fugitive monitoring and change monitoring 
frequency at gathering and boosting compressor stations from quarterly to semiannual monitoring; 
reduce duplication of some state requirements; and make it easier for the industry to apply to use 
new technologies to monitor for fugitive emissions. 
 
 Again, thank you again for your letter. I appreciate the opportunity to be of service and 
trust that the information provided is helpful. If you have further questions, please contact me or 
your staff may contact Karen Thundiyil in EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Relations at thundiyil.karen@epa.gov or at (202) 564-1142. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
       Anne L. Austin 
       Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator
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The Honorable Nydia M. Velázquez 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Congresswoman Velázquez: 
 
 Thank you for your August 25, 2020, letter to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Administrator Andrew Wheeler regarding the amendments to the New Source Performance 
Standards (NSPS) for the Oil and Natural Gas Sector. The Administrator asked that I respond on 
his behalf.  
 
 On August 13, 2020, Administrator Wheeler announced two final rules for the oil and 
natural gas industry that bring the NSPS back into alignment with the Clean Air Act (CAA) and 
remove redundant requirements to reduce undue burden on domestic energy producers. The rules, 
which include both policy and technical amendments, maintain health and environmental 
protection from oil and gas sources that the Agency considers appropriate to regulate under the 
law.   
 
 The policy amendments rescind the NSPS for methane for the production and processing 
segments of the oil and natural gas industry. These amendments solidify EPA’s position that the 
CAA requires EPA to make a finding that a pollutant contributes significantly to air pollution 
before setting NSPS requirements for that pollutant. The prior administration did not make such a 
finding for methane prior to regulating it under the source category. Further, regulating methane 
is redundant given the existing NSPS for volatile organic compounds (VOCs). Because the 
controls for VOCs also capture methane, standards for methane do not further reduce methane 
emissions from these segments of the industry and provide no additional public health protection. 
Oil and gas operators will still be required to reduce emissions of ozone-forming VOCs in the 
production and processing segment of the industry. In this final action, the Agency also removed 
the transmission and storage segment from the source category. The production and processing 
segments of the industry now make up the regulated source category, consistent with how the 
source category was listed under the CAA in 1979. The 2012 and 2016 rules erroneously 
interpreted the 1979 CAA listing to also include the transmission and storage segment. 
  



 In a separate, concurrent action, EPA amended Oil and Natural Gas NSPS in response to 
administrative petitions to reconsider certain aspects of the 2016 NSPS and implementation issues 
brought to the Agency’s attention after the 2016 rule was issued, including those related to leak 
detection and repair requirements. These targeted technical amendments streamline 
implementation of the rule and significantly reduce unnecessary burdens on domestic energy 
producers. The technical amendments streamline recordkeeping and reporting for fugitive 
emissions (leaks); exempt low production wells from fugitive monitoring and change monitoring 
frequency at gathering and boosting compressor stations from quarterly to semiannual monitoring; 
reduce duplication of some state requirements; and make it easier for the industry to apply to use 
new technologies to monitor for fugitive emissions. 
 
 Again, thank you again for your letter. I appreciate the opportunity to be of service and 
trust that the information provided is helpful. If you have further questions, please contact me or 
your staff may contact Karen Thundiyil in EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Relations at thundiyil.karen@epa.gov or at (202) 564-1142. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
       Anne L. Austin 
       Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator
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The Honorable Deb Haaland 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Congresswoman Haaland: 
 
 Thank you for your August 25, 2020, letter to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Administrator Andrew Wheeler regarding the amendments to the New Source Performance 
Standards (NSPS) for the Oil and Natural Gas Sector. The Administrator asked that I respond on 
his behalf.  
 
 On August 13, 2020, Administrator Wheeler announced two final rules for the oil and 
natural gas industry that bring the NSPS back into alignment with the Clean Air Act (CAA) and 
remove redundant requirements to reduce undue burden on domestic energy producers. The rules, 
which include both policy and technical amendments, maintain health and environmental 
protection from oil and gas sources that the Agency considers appropriate to regulate under the 
law.   
 
 The policy amendments rescind the NSPS for methane for the production and processing 
segments of the oil and natural gas industry. These amendments solidify EPA’s position that the 
CAA requires EPA to make a finding that a pollutant contributes significantly to air pollution 
before setting NSPS requirements for that pollutant. The prior administration did not make such a 
finding for methane prior to regulating it under the source category. Further, regulating methane 
is redundant given the existing NSPS for volatile organic compounds (VOCs). Because the 
controls for VOCs also capture methane, standards for methane do not further reduce methane 
emissions from these segments of the industry and provide no additional public health protection. 
Oil and gas operators will still be required to reduce emissions of ozone-forming VOCs in the 
production and processing segment of the industry. In this final action, the Agency also removed 
the transmission and storage segment from the source category. The production and processing 
segments of the industry now make up the regulated source category, consistent with how the 
source category was listed under the CAA in 1979. The 2012 and 2016 rules erroneously 
interpreted the 1979 CAA listing to also include the transmission and storage segment. 
  



 In a separate, concurrent action, EPA amended Oil and Natural Gas NSPS in response to 
administrative petitions to reconsider certain aspects of the 2016 NSPS and implementation issues 
brought to the Agency’s attention after the 2016 rule was issued, including those related to leak 
detection and repair requirements. These targeted technical amendments streamline 
implementation of the rule and significantly reduce unnecessary burdens on domestic energy 
producers. The technical amendments streamline recordkeeping and reporting for fugitive 
emissions (leaks); exempt low production wells from fugitive monitoring and change monitoring 
frequency at gathering and boosting compressor stations from quarterly to semiannual monitoring; 
reduce duplication of some state requirements; and make it easier for the industry to apply to use 
new technologies to monitor for fugitive emissions. 
 
 Again, thank you again for your letter. I appreciate the opportunity to be of service and 
trust that the information provided is helpful. If you have further questions, please contact me or 
your staff may contact Karen Thundiyil in EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Relations at thundiyil.karen@epa.gov or at (202) 564-1142. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
       Anne L. Austin 
       Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator
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The Honorable Nanette Diaz Barragán 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Congresswoman Barragán: 
 
 Thank you for your August 25, 2020, letter to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Administrator Andrew Wheeler regarding the amendments to the New Source Performance 
Standards (NSPS) for the Oil and Natural Gas Sector. The Administrator asked that I respond on 
his behalf.  
 
 On August 13, 2020, Administrator Wheeler announced two final rules for the oil and 
natural gas industry that bring the NSPS back into alignment with the Clean Air Act (CAA) and 
remove redundant requirements to reduce undue burden on domestic energy producers. The rules, 
which include both policy and technical amendments, maintain health and environmental 
protection from oil and gas sources that the Agency considers appropriate to regulate under the 
law.   
 
 The policy amendments rescind the NSPS for methane for the production and processing 
segments of the oil and natural gas industry. These amendments solidify EPA’s position that the 
CAA requires EPA to make a finding that a pollutant contributes significantly to air pollution 
before setting NSPS requirements for that pollutant. The prior administration did not make such a 
finding for methane prior to regulating it under the source category. Further, regulating methane 
is redundant given the existing NSPS for volatile organic compounds (VOCs). Because the 
controls for VOCs also capture methane, standards for methane do not further reduce methane 
emissions from these segments of the industry and provide no additional public health protection. 
Oil and gas operators will still be required to reduce emissions of ozone-forming VOCs in the 
production and processing segment of the industry. In this final action, the Agency also removed 
the transmission and storage segment from the source category. The production and processing 
segments of the industry now make up the regulated source category, consistent with how the 
source category was listed under the CAA in 1979. The 2012 and 2016 rules erroneously 
interpreted the 1979 CAA listing to also include the transmission and storage segment. 
  



 In a separate, concurrent action, EPA amended Oil and Natural Gas NSPS in response to 
administrative petitions to reconsider certain aspects of the 2016 NSPS and implementation issues 
brought to the Agency’s attention after the 2016 rule was issued, including those related to leak 
detection and repair requirements. These targeted technical amendments streamline 
implementation of the rule and significantly reduce unnecessary burdens on domestic energy 
producers. The technical amendments streamline recordkeeping and reporting for fugitive 
emissions (leaks); exempt low production wells from fugitive monitoring and change monitoring 
frequency at gathering and boosting compressor stations from quarterly to semiannual monitoring; 
reduce duplication of some state requirements; and make it easier for the industry to apply to use 
new technologies to monitor for fugitive emissions. 
 
 Again, thank you again for your letter. I appreciate the opportunity to be of service and 
trust that the information provided is helpful. If you have further questions, please contact me or 
your staff may contact Karen Thundiyil in EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Relations at thundiyil.karen@epa.gov or at (202) 564-1142. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
       Anne L. Austin 
       Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator
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The Honorable Eliot L. Engel 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Congressman Engel: 
 
 Thank you for your August 25, 2020, letter to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Administrator Andrew Wheeler regarding the amendments to the New Source Performance 
Standards (NSPS) for the Oil and Natural Gas Sector. The Administrator asked that I respond on 
his behalf.  
 
 On August 13, 2020, Administrator Wheeler announced two final rules for the oil and 
natural gas industry that bring the NSPS back into alignment with the Clean Air Act (CAA) and 
remove redundant requirements to reduce undue burden on domestic energy producers. The rules, 
which include both policy and technical amendments, maintain health and environmental 
protection from oil and gas sources that the Agency considers appropriate to regulate under the 
law.   
 
 The policy amendments rescind the NSPS for methane for the production and processing 
segments of the oil and natural gas industry. These amendments solidify EPA’s position that the 
CAA requires EPA to make a finding that a pollutant contributes significantly to air pollution 
before setting NSPS requirements for that pollutant. The prior administration did not make such a 
finding for methane prior to regulating it under the source category. Further, regulating methane 
is redundant given the existing NSPS for volatile organic compounds (VOCs). Because the 
controls for VOCs also capture methane, standards for methane do not further reduce methane 
emissions from these segments of the industry and provide no additional public health protection. 
Oil and gas operators will still be required to reduce emissions of ozone-forming VOCs in the 
production and processing segment of the industry. In this final action, the Agency also removed 
the transmission and storage segment from the source category. The production and processing 
segments of the industry now make up the regulated source category, consistent with how the 
source category was listed under the CAA in 1979. The 2012 and 2016 rules erroneously 
interpreted the 1979 CAA listing to also include the transmission and storage segment. 
  



 In a separate, concurrent action, EPA amended Oil and Natural Gas NSPS in response to 
administrative petitions to reconsider certain aspects of the 2016 NSPS and implementation issues 
brought to the Agency’s attention after the 2016 rule was issued, including those related to leak 
detection and repair requirements. These targeted technical amendments streamline 
implementation of the rule and significantly reduce unnecessary burdens on domestic energy 
producers. The technical amendments streamline recordkeeping and reporting for fugitive 
emissions (leaks); exempt low production wells from fugitive monitoring and change monitoring 
frequency at gathering and boosting compressor stations from quarterly to semiannual monitoring; 
reduce duplication of some state requirements; and make it easier for the industry to apply to use 
new technologies to monitor for fugitive emissions. 
 
 Again, thank you again for your letter. I appreciate the opportunity to be of service and 
trust that the information provided is helpful. If you have further questions, please contact me or 
your staff may contact Karen Thundiyil in EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Relations at thundiyil.karen@epa.gov or at (202) 564-1142. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
       Anne L. Austin 
       Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator
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The Honorable Jerrold Nadler 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Congressman Nadler: 
 
 Thank you for your August 25, 2020, letter to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Administrator Andrew Wheeler regarding the amendments to the New Source Performance 
Standards (NSPS) for the Oil and Natural Gas Sector. The Administrator asked that I respond on 
his behalf.  
 
 On August 13, 2020, Administrator Wheeler announced two final rules for the oil and 
natural gas industry that bring the NSPS back into alignment with the Clean Air Act (CAA) and 
remove redundant requirements to reduce undue burden on domestic energy producers. The rules, 
which include both policy and technical amendments, maintain health and environmental 
protection from oil and gas sources that the Agency considers appropriate to regulate under the 
law.   
 
 The policy amendments rescind the NSPS for methane for the production and processing 
segments of the oil and natural gas industry. These amendments solidify EPA’s position that the 
CAA requires EPA to make a finding that a pollutant contributes significantly to air pollution 
before setting NSPS requirements for that pollutant. The prior administration did not make such a 
finding for methane prior to regulating it under the source category. Further, regulating methane 
is redundant given the existing NSPS for volatile organic compounds (VOCs). Because the 
controls for VOCs also capture methane, standards for methane do not further reduce methane 
emissions from these segments of the industry and provide no additional public health protection. 
Oil and gas operators will still be required to reduce emissions of ozone-forming VOCs in the 
production and processing segment of the industry. In this final action, the Agency also removed 
the transmission and storage segment from the source category. The production and processing 
segments of the industry now make up the regulated source category, consistent with how the 
source category was listed under the CAA in 1979. The 2012 and 2016 rules erroneously 
interpreted the 1979 CAA listing to also include the transmission and storage segment. 
  



 In a separate, concurrent action, EPA amended Oil and Natural Gas NSPS in response to 
administrative petitions to reconsider certain aspects of the 2016 NSPS and implementation issues 
brought to the Agency’s attention after the 2016 rule was issued, including those related to leak 
detection and repair requirements. These targeted technical amendments streamline 
implementation of the rule and significantly reduce unnecessary burdens on domestic energy 
producers. The technical amendments streamline recordkeeping and reporting for fugitive 
emissions (leaks); exempt low production wells from fugitive monitoring and change monitoring 
frequency at gathering and boosting compressor stations from quarterly to semiannual monitoring; 
reduce duplication of some state requirements; and make it easier for the industry to apply to use 
new technologies to monitor for fugitive emissions. 
 
 Again, thank you again for your letter. I appreciate the opportunity to be of service and 
trust that the information provided is helpful. If you have further questions, please contact me or 
your staff may contact Karen Thundiyil in EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Relations at thundiyil.karen@epa.gov or at (202) 564-1142. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
       Anne L. Austin 
       Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator
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The Honorable Salud O. Carbajal 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Congressman Carbajal: 
 
 Thank you for your August 25, 2020, letter to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Administrator Andrew Wheeler regarding the amendments to the New Source Performance 
Standards (NSPS) for the Oil and Natural Gas Sector. The Administrator asked that I respond on 
his behalf.  
 
 On August 13, 2020, Administrator Wheeler announced two final rules for the oil and 
natural gas industry that bring the NSPS back into alignment with the Clean Air Act (CAA) and 
remove redundant requirements to reduce undue burden on domestic energy producers. The rules, 
which include both policy and technical amendments, maintain health and environmental 
protection from oil and gas sources that the Agency considers appropriate to regulate under the 
law.   
 
 The policy amendments rescind the NSPS for methane for the production and processing 
segments of the oil and natural gas industry. These amendments solidify EPA’s position that the 
CAA requires EPA to make a finding that a pollutant contributes significantly to air pollution 
before setting NSPS requirements for that pollutant. The prior administration did not make such a 
finding for methane prior to regulating it under the source category. Further, regulating methane 
is redundant given the existing NSPS for volatile organic compounds (VOCs). Because the 
controls for VOCs also capture methane, standards for methane do not further reduce methane 
emissions from these segments of the industry and provide no additional public health protection. 
Oil and gas operators will still be required to reduce emissions of ozone-forming VOCs in the 
production and processing segment of the industry. In this final action, the Agency also removed 
the transmission and storage segment from the source category. The production and processing 
segments of the industry now make up the regulated source category, consistent with how the 
source category was listed under the CAA in 1979. The 2012 and 2016 rules erroneously 
interpreted the 1979 CAA listing to also include the transmission and storage segment. 
  



 In a separate, concurrent action, EPA amended Oil and Natural Gas NSPS in response to 
administrative petitions to reconsider certain aspects of the 2016 NSPS and implementation issues 
brought to the Agency’s attention after the 2016 rule was issued, including those related to leak 
detection and repair requirements. These targeted technical amendments streamline 
implementation of the rule and significantly reduce unnecessary burdens on domestic energy 
producers. The technical amendments streamline recordkeeping and reporting for fugitive 
emissions (leaks); exempt low production wells from fugitive monitoring and change monitoring 
frequency at gathering and boosting compressor stations from quarterly to semiannual monitoring; 
reduce duplication of some state requirements; and make it easier for the industry to apply to use 
new technologies to monitor for fugitive emissions. 
 
 Again, thank you again for your letter. I appreciate the opportunity to be of service and 
trust that the information provided is helpful. If you have further questions, please contact me or 
your staff may contact Karen Thundiyil in EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Relations at thundiyil.karen@epa.gov or at (202) 564-1142. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
       Anne L. Austin 
       Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator
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The Honorable Jim Cooper 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Congressman Cooper: 
 
 Thank you for your August 25, 2020, letter to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Administrator Andrew Wheeler regarding the amendments to the New Source Performance 
Standards (NSPS) for the Oil and Natural Gas Sector. The Administrator asked that I respond on 
his behalf.  
 
 On August 13, 2020, Administrator Wheeler announced two final rules for the oil and 
natural gas industry that bring the NSPS back into alignment with the Clean Air Act (CAA) and 
remove redundant requirements to reduce undue burden on domestic energy producers. The rules, 
which include both policy and technical amendments, maintain health and environmental 
protection from oil and gas sources that the Agency considers appropriate to regulate under the 
law.   
 
 The policy amendments rescind the NSPS for methane for the production and processing 
segments of the oil and natural gas industry. These amendments solidify EPA’s position that the 
CAA requires EPA to make a finding that a pollutant contributes significantly to air pollution 
before setting NSPS requirements for that pollutant. The prior administration did not make such a 
finding for methane prior to regulating it under the source category. Further, regulating methane 
is redundant given the existing NSPS for volatile organic compounds (VOCs). Because the 
controls for VOCs also capture methane, standards for methane do not further reduce methane 
emissions from these segments of the industry and provide no additional public health protection. 
Oil and gas operators will still be required to reduce emissions of ozone-forming VOCs in the 
production and processing segment of the industry. In this final action, the Agency also removed 
the transmission and storage segment from the source category. The production and processing 
segments of the industry now make up the regulated source category, consistent with how the 
source category was listed under the CAA in 1979. The 2012 and 2016 rules erroneously 
interpreted the 1979 CAA listing to also include the transmission and storage segment. 
  



 In a separate, concurrent action, EPA amended Oil and Natural Gas NSPS in response to 
administrative petitions to reconsider certain aspects of the 2016 NSPS and implementation issues 
brought to the Agency’s attention after the 2016 rule was issued, including those related to leak 
detection and repair requirements. These targeted technical amendments streamline 
implementation of the rule and significantly reduce unnecessary burdens on domestic energy 
producers. The technical amendments streamline recordkeeping and reporting for fugitive 
emissions (leaks); exempt low production wells from fugitive monitoring and change monitoring 
frequency at gathering and boosting compressor stations from quarterly to semiannual monitoring; 
reduce duplication of some state requirements; and make it easier for the industry to apply to use 
new technologies to monitor for fugitive emissions. 
 
 Again, thank you again for your letter. I appreciate the opportunity to be of service and 
trust that the information provided is helpful. If you have further questions, please contact me or 
your staff may contact Karen Thundiyil in EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Relations at thundiyil.karen@epa.gov or at (202) 564-1142. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
       Anne L. Austin 
       Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator
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The Honorable Ed Perlmutter 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Congressman Perlmutter: 
 
 Thank you for your August 25, 2020, letter to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Administrator Andrew Wheeler regarding the amendments to the New Source Performance 
Standards (NSPS) for the Oil and Natural Gas Sector. The Administrator asked that I respond on 
his behalf.  
 
 On August 13, 2020, Administrator Wheeler announced two final rules for the oil and 
natural gas industry that bring the NSPS back into alignment with the Clean Air Act (CAA) and 
remove redundant requirements to reduce undue burden on domestic energy producers. The rules, 
which include both policy and technical amendments, maintain health and environmental 
protection from oil and gas sources that the Agency considers appropriate to regulate under the 
law.   
 
 The policy amendments rescind the NSPS for methane for the production and processing 
segments of the oil and natural gas industry. These amendments solidify EPA’s position that the 
CAA requires EPA to make a finding that a pollutant contributes significantly to air pollution 
before setting NSPS requirements for that pollutant. The prior administration did not make such a 
finding for methane prior to regulating it under the source category. Further, regulating methane 
is redundant given the existing NSPS for volatile organic compounds (VOCs). Because the 
controls for VOCs also capture methane, standards for methane do not further reduce methane 
emissions from these segments of the industry and provide no additional public health protection. 
Oil and gas operators will still be required to reduce emissions of ozone-forming VOCs in the 
production and processing segment of the industry. In this final action, the Agency also removed 
the transmission and storage segment from the source category. The production and processing 
segments of the industry now make up the regulated source category, consistent with how the 
source category was listed under the CAA in 1979. The 2012 and 2016 rules erroneously 
interpreted the 1979 CAA listing to also include the transmission and storage segment. 
  



 In a separate, concurrent action, EPA amended Oil and Natural Gas NSPS in response to 
administrative petitions to reconsider certain aspects of the 2016 NSPS and implementation issues 
brought to the Agency’s attention after the 2016 rule was issued, including those related to leak 
detection and repair requirements. These targeted technical amendments streamline 
implementation of the rule and significantly reduce unnecessary burdens on domestic energy 
producers. The technical amendments streamline recordkeeping and reporting for fugitive 
emissions (leaks); exempt low production wells from fugitive monitoring and change monitoring 
frequency at gathering and boosting compressor stations from quarterly to semiannual monitoring; 
reduce duplication of some state requirements; and make it easier for the industry to apply to use 
new technologies to monitor for fugitive emissions. 
 
 Again, thank you again for your letter. I appreciate the opportunity to be of service and 
trust that the information provided is helpful. If you have further questions, please contact me or 
your staff may contact Karen Thundiyil in EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Relations at thundiyil.karen@epa.gov or at (202) 564-1142. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
       Anne L. Austin 
       Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator
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The Honorable Mike Doyle 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Congressman Doyle: 
 
 Thank you for your August 25, 2020, letter to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Administrator Andrew Wheeler regarding the amendments to the New Source Performance 
Standards (NSPS) for the Oil and Natural Gas Sector. The Administrator asked that I respond on 
his behalf.  
 
 On August 13, 2020, Administrator Wheeler announced two final rules for the oil and 
natural gas industry that bring the NSPS back into alignment with the Clean Air Act (CAA) and 
remove redundant requirements to reduce undue burden on domestic energy producers. The rules, 
which include both policy and technical amendments, maintain health and environmental 
protection from oil and gas sources that the Agency considers appropriate to regulate under the 
law.   
 
 The policy amendments rescind the NSPS for methane for the production and processing 
segments of the oil and natural gas industry. These amendments solidify EPA’s position that the 
CAA requires EPA to make a finding that a pollutant contributes significantly to air pollution 
before setting NSPS requirements for that pollutant. The prior administration did not make such a 
finding for methane prior to regulating it under the source category. Further, regulating methane 
is redundant given the existing NSPS for volatile organic compounds (VOCs). Because the 
controls for VOCs also capture methane, standards for methane do not further reduce methane 
emissions from these segments of the industry and provide no additional public health protection. 
Oil and gas operators will still be required to reduce emissions of ozone-forming VOCs in the 
production and processing segment of the industry. In this final action, the Agency also removed 
the transmission and storage segment from the source category. The production and processing 
segments of the industry now make up the regulated source category, consistent with how the 
source category was listed under the CAA in 1979. The 2012 and 2016 rules erroneously 
interpreted the 1979 CAA listing to also include the transmission and storage segment. 
  



 In a separate, concurrent action, EPA amended Oil and Natural Gas NSPS in response to 
administrative petitions to reconsider certain aspects of the 2016 NSPS and implementation issues 
brought to the Agency’s attention after the 2016 rule was issued, including those related to leak 
detection and repair requirements. These targeted technical amendments streamline 
implementation of the rule and significantly reduce unnecessary burdens on domestic energy 
producers. The technical amendments streamline recordkeeping and reporting for fugitive 
emissions (leaks); exempt low production wells from fugitive monitoring and change monitoring 
frequency at gathering and boosting compressor stations from quarterly to semiannual monitoring; 
reduce duplication of some state requirements; and make it easier for the industry to apply to use 
new technologies to monitor for fugitive emissions. 
 
 Again, thank you again for your letter. I appreciate the opportunity to be of service and 
trust that the information provided is helpful. If you have further questions, please contact me or 
your staff may contact Karen Thundiyil in EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Relations at thundiyil.karen@epa.gov or at (202) 564-1142. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
       Anne L. Austin 
       Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator
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The Honorable Alcee L. Hastings 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Congressman Hastings: 
 
 Thank you for your August 25, 2020, letter to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Administrator Andrew Wheeler regarding the amendments to the New Source Performance 
Standards (NSPS) for the Oil and Natural Gas Sector. The Administrator asked that I respond on 
his behalf.  
 
 On August 13, 2020, Administrator Wheeler announced two final rules for the oil and 
natural gas industry that bring the NSPS back into alignment with the Clean Air Act (CAA) and 
remove redundant requirements to reduce undue burden on domestic energy producers. The rules, 
which include both policy and technical amendments, maintain health and environmental 
protection from oil and gas sources that the Agency considers appropriate to regulate under the 
law.   
 
 The policy amendments rescind the NSPS for methane for the production and processing 
segments of the oil and natural gas industry. These amendments solidify EPA’s position that the 
CAA requires EPA to make a finding that a pollutant contributes significantly to air pollution 
before setting NSPS requirements for that pollutant. The prior administration did not make such a 
finding for methane prior to regulating it under the source category. Further, regulating methane 
is redundant given the existing NSPS for volatile organic compounds (VOCs). Because the 
controls for VOCs also capture methane, standards for methane do not further reduce methane 
emissions from these segments of the industry and provide no additional public health protection. 
Oil and gas operators will still be required to reduce emissions of ozone-forming VOCs in the 
production and processing segment of the industry. In this final action, the Agency also removed 
the transmission and storage segment from the source category. The production and processing 
segments of the industry now make up the regulated source category, consistent with how the 
source category was listed under the CAA in 1979. The 2012 and 2016 rules erroneously 
interpreted the 1979 CAA listing to also include the transmission and storage segment. 
  



 In a separate, concurrent action, EPA amended Oil and Natural Gas NSPS in response to 
administrative petitions to reconsider certain aspects of the 2016 NSPS and implementation issues 
brought to the Agency’s attention after the 2016 rule was issued, including those related to leak 
detection and repair requirements. These targeted technical amendments streamline 
implementation of the rule and significantly reduce unnecessary burdens on domestic energy 
producers. The technical amendments streamline recordkeeping and reporting for fugitive 
emissions (leaks); exempt low production wells from fugitive monitoring and change monitoring 
frequency at gathering and boosting compressor stations from quarterly to semiannual monitoring; 
reduce duplication of some state requirements; and make it easier for the industry to apply to use 
new technologies to monitor for fugitive emissions. 
 
 Again, thank you again for your letter. I appreciate the opportunity to be of service and 
trust that the information provided is helpful. If you have further questions, please contact me or 
your staff may contact Karen Thundiyil in EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Relations at thundiyil.karen@epa.gov or at (202) 564-1142. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
       Anne L. Austin 
       Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator
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The Honorable Yvette D. Clarke 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Congresswoman Clarke: 
 
 Thank you for your August 25, 2020, letter to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Administrator Andrew Wheeler regarding the amendments to the New Source Performance 
Standards (NSPS) for the Oil and Natural Gas Sector. The Administrator asked that I respond on 
his behalf.  
 
 On August 13, 2020, Administrator Wheeler announced two final rules for the oil and 
natural gas industry that bring the NSPS back into alignment with the Clean Air Act (CAA) and 
remove redundant requirements to reduce undue burden on domestic energy producers. The rules, 
which include both policy and technical amendments, maintain health and environmental 
protection from oil and gas sources that the Agency considers appropriate to regulate under the 
law.   
 
 The policy amendments rescind the NSPS for methane for the production and processing 
segments of the oil and natural gas industry. These amendments solidify EPA’s position that the 
CAA requires EPA to make a finding that a pollutant contributes significantly to air pollution 
before setting NSPS requirements for that pollutant. The prior administration did not make such a 
finding for methane prior to regulating it under the source category. Further, regulating methane 
is redundant given the existing NSPS for volatile organic compounds (VOCs). Because the 
controls for VOCs also capture methane, standards for methane do not further reduce methane 
emissions from these segments of the industry and provide no additional public health protection. 
Oil and gas operators will still be required to reduce emissions of ozone-forming VOCs in the 
production and processing segment of the industry. In this final action, the Agency also removed 
the transmission and storage segment from the source category. The production and processing 
segments of the industry now make up the regulated source category, consistent with how the 
source category was listed under the CAA in 1979. The 2012 and 2016 rules erroneously 
interpreted the 1979 CAA listing to also include the transmission and storage segment. 
  



 In a separate, concurrent action, EPA amended Oil and Natural Gas NSPS in response to 
administrative petitions to reconsider certain aspects of the 2016 NSPS and implementation issues 
brought to the Agency’s attention after the 2016 rule was issued, including those related to leak 
detection and repair requirements. These targeted technical amendments streamline 
implementation of the rule and significantly reduce unnecessary burdens on domestic energy 
producers. The technical amendments streamline recordkeeping and reporting for fugitive 
emissions (leaks); exempt low production wells from fugitive monitoring and change monitoring 
frequency at gathering and boosting compressor stations from quarterly to semiannual monitoring; 
reduce duplication of some state requirements; and make it easier for the industry to apply to use 
new technologies to monitor for fugitive emissions. 
 
 Again, thank you again for your letter. I appreciate the opportunity to be of service and 
trust that the information provided is helpful. If you have further questions, please contact me or 
your staff may contact Karen Thundiyil in EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Relations at thundiyil.karen@epa.gov or at (202) 564-1142. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
       Anne L. Austin 
       Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator
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The Honorable Gerald E. Connolly 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Congressman Connolly: 
 
 Thank you for your August 25, 2020, letter to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Administrator Andrew Wheeler regarding the amendments to the New Source Performance 
Standards (NSPS) for the Oil and Natural Gas Sector. The Administrator asked that I respond on 
his behalf.  
 
 On August 13, 2020, Administrator Wheeler announced two final rules for the oil and 
natural gas industry that bring the NSPS back into alignment with the Clean Air Act (CAA) and 
remove redundant requirements to reduce undue burden on domestic energy producers. The rules, 
which include both policy and technical amendments, maintain health and environmental 
protection from oil and gas sources that the Agency considers appropriate to regulate under the 
law.   
 
 The policy amendments rescind the NSPS for methane for the production and processing 
segments of the oil and natural gas industry. These amendments solidify EPA’s position that the 
CAA requires EPA to make a finding that a pollutant contributes significantly to air pollution 
before setting NSPS requirements for that pollutant. The prior administration did not make such a 
finding for methane prior to regulating it under the source category. Further, regulating methane 
is redundant given the existing NSPS for volatile organic compounds (VOCs). Because the 
controls for VOCs also capture methane, standards for methane do not further reduce methane 
emissions from these segments of the industry and provide no additional public health protection. 
Oil and gas operators will still be required to reduce emissions of ozone-forming VOCs in the 
production and processing segment of the industry. In this final action, the Agency also removed 
the transmission and storage segment from the source category. The production and processing 
segments of the industry now make up the regulated source category, consistent with how the 
source category was listed under the CAA in 1979. The 2012 and 2016 rules erroneously 
interpreted the 1979 CAA listing to also include the transmission and storage segment. 
  



 In a separate, concurrent action, EPA amended Oil and Natural Gas NSPS in response to 
administrative petitions to reconsider certain aspects of the 2016 NSPS and implementation issues 
brought to the Agency’s attention after the 2016 rule was issued, including those related to leak 
detection and repair requirements. These targeted technical amendments streamline 
implementation of the rule and significantly reduce unnecessary burdens on domestic energy 
producers. The technical amendments streamline recordkeeping and reporting for fugitive 
emissions (leaks); exempt low production wells from fugitive monitoring and change monitoring 
frequency at gathering and boosting compressor stations from quarterly to semiannual monitoring; 
reduce duplication of some state requirements; and make it easier for the industry to apply to use 
new technologies to monitor for fugitive emissions. 
 
 Again, thank you again for your letter. I appreciate the opportunity to be of service and 
trust that the information provided is helpful. If you have further questions, please contact me or 
your staff may contact Karen Thundiyil in EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Relations at thundiyil.karen@epa.gov or at (202) 564-1142. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
       Anne L. Austin 
       Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator
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The Honorable Eleanor Holmes Norton 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Congresswoman Norton: 
 
 Thank you for your August 25, 2020, letter to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Administrator Andrew Wheeler regarding the amendments to the New Source Performance 
Standards (NSPS) for the Oil and Natural Gas Sector. The Administrator asked that I respond on 
his behalf.  
 
 On August 13, 2020, Administrator Wheeler announced two final rules for the oil and 
natural gas industry that bring the NSPS back into alignment with the Clean Air Act (CAA) and 
remove redundant requirements to reduce undue burden on domestic energy producers. The rules, 
which include both policy and technical amendments, maintain health and environmental 
protection from oil and gas sources that the Agency considers appropriate to regulate under the 
law.   
 
 The policy amendments rescind the NSPS for methane for the production and processing 
segments of the oil and natural gas industry. These amendments solidify EPA’s position that the 
CAA requires EPA to make a finding that a pollutant contributes significantly to air pollution 
before setting NSPS requirements for that pollutant. The prior administration did not make such a 
finding for methane prior to regulating it under the source category. Further, regulating methane 
is redundant given the existing NSPS for volatile organic compounds (VOCs). Because the 
controls for VOCs also capture methane, standards for methane do not further reduce methane 
emissions from these segments of the industry and provide no additional public health protection. 
Oil and gas operators will still be required to reduce emissions of ozone-forming VOCs in the 
production and processing segment of the industry. In this final action, the Agency also removed 
the transmission and storage segment from the source category. The production and processing 
segments of the industry now make up the regulated source category, consistent with how the 
source category was listed under the CAA in 1979. The 2012 and 2016 rules erroneously 
interpreted the 1979 CAA listing to also include the transmission and storage segment. 
  



 In a separate, concurrent action, EPA amended Oil and Natural Gas NSPS in response to 
administrative petitions to reconsider certain aspects of the 2016 NSPS and implementation issues 
brought to the Agency’s attention after the 2016 rule was issued, including those related to leak 
detection and repair requirements. These targeted technical amendments streamline 
implementation of the rule and significantly reduce unnecessary burdens on domestic energy 
producers. The technical amendments streamline recordkeeping and reporting for fugitive 
emissions (leaks); exempt low production wells from fugitive monitoring and change monitoring 
frequency at gathering and boosting compressor stations from quarterly to semiannual monitoring; 
reduce duplication of some state requirements; and make it easier for the industry to apply to use 
new technologies to monitor for fugitive emissions. 
 
 Again, thank you again for your letter. I appreciate the opportunity to be of service and 
trust that the information provided is helpful. If you have further questions, please contact me or 
your staff may contact Karen Thundiyil in EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Relations at thundiyil.karen@epa.gov or at (202) 564-1142. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
       Anne L. Austin 
       Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator
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The Honorable A. Donald McEachin 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Congressman McEachin: 
 
 Thank you for your August 25, 2020, letter to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Administrator Andrew Wheeler regarding the amendments to the New Source Performance 
Standards (NSPS) for the Oil and Natural Gas Sector. The Administrator asked that I respond on 
his behalf.  
 
 On August 13, 2020, Administrator Wheeler announced two final rules for the oil and 
natural gas industry that bring the NSPS back into alignment with the Clean Air Act (CAA) and 
remove redundant requirements to reduce undue burden on domestic energy producers. The rules, 
which include both policy and technical amendments, maintain health and environmental 
protection from oil and gas sources that the Agency considers appropriate to regulate under the 
law.   
 
 The policy amendments rescind the NSPS for methane for the production and processing 
segments of the oil and natural gas industry. These amendments solidify EPA’s position that the 
CAA requires EPA to make a finding that a pollutant contributes significantly to air pollution 
before setting NSPS requirements for that pollutant. The prior administration did not make such a 
finding for methane prior to regulating it under the source category. Further, regulating methane 
is redundant given the existing NSPS for volatile organic compounds (VOCs). Because the 
controls for VOCs also capture methane, standards for methane do not further reduce methane 
emissions from these segments of the industry and provide no additional public health protection. 
Oil and gas operators will still be required to reduce emissions of ozone-forming VOCs in the 
production and processing segment of the industry. In this final action, the Agency also removed 
the transmission and storage segment from the source category. The production and processing 
segments of the industry now make up the regulated source category, consistent with how the 
source category was listed under the CAA in 1979. The 2012 and 2016 rules erroneously 
interpreted the 1979 CAA listing to also include the transmission and storage segment. 
  



 In a separate, concurrent action, EPA amended Oil and Natural Gas NSPS in response to 
administrative petitions to reconsider certain aspects of the 2016 NSPS and implementation issues 
brought to the Agency’s attention after the 2016 rule was issued, including those related to leak 
detection and repair requirements. These targeted technical amendments streamline 
implementation of the rule and significantly reduce unnecessary burdens on domestic energy 
producers. The technical amendments streamline recordkeeping and reporting for fugitive 
emissions (leaks); exempt low production wells from fugitive monitoring and change monitoring 
frequency at gathering and boosting compressor stations from quarterly to semiannual monitoring; 
reduce duplication of some state requirements; and make it easier for the industry to apply to use 
new technologies to monitor for fugitive emissions. 
 
 Again, thank you again for your letter. I appreciate the opportunity to be of service and 
trust that the information provided is helpful. If you have further questions, please contact me or 
your staff may contact Karen Thundiyil in EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Relations at thundiyil.karen@epa.gov or at (202) 564-1142. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
       Anne L. Austin 
       Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator
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The Honorable Rashida Tlaib 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Congresswoman Tlaib: 
 
 Thank you for your August 25, 2020, letter to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Administrator Andrew Wheeler regarding the amendments to the New Source Performance 
Standards (NSPS) for the Oil and Natural Gas Sector. The Administrator asked that I respond on 
his behalf.  
 
 On August 13, 2020, Administrator Wheeler announced two final rules for the oil and 
natural gas industry that bring the NSPS back into alignment with the Clean Air Act (CAA) and 
remove redundant requirements to reduce undue burden on domestic energy producers. The rules, 
which include both policy and technical amendments, maintain health and environmental 
protection from oil and gas sources that the Agency considers appropriate to regulate under the 
law.   
 
 The policy amendments rescind the NSPS for methane for the production and processing 
segments of the oil and natural gas industry. These amendments solidify EPA’s position that the 
CAA requires EPA to make a finding that a pollutant contributes significantly to air pollution 
before setting NSPS requirements for that pollutant. The prior administration did not make such a 
finding for methane prior to regulating it under the source category. Further, regulating methane 
is redundant given the existing NSPS for volatile organic compounds (VOCs). Because the 
controls for VOCs also capture methane, standards for methane do not further reduce methane 
emissions from these segments of the industry and provide no additional public health protection. 
Oil and gas operators will still be required to reduce emissions of ozone-forming VOCs in the 
production and processing segment of the industry. In this final action, the Agency also removed 
the transmission and storage segment from the source category. The production and processing 
segments of the industry now make up the regulated source category, consistent with how the 
source category was listed under the CAA in 1979. The 2012 and 2016 rules erroneously 
interpreted the 1979 CAA listing to also include the transmission and storage segment. 
  



 In a separate, concurrent action, EPA amended Oil and Natural Gas NSPS in response to 
administrative petitions to reconsider certain aspects of the 2016 NSPS and implementation issues 
brought to the Agency’s attention after the 2016 rule was issued, including those related to leak 
detection and repair requirements. These targeted technical amendments streamline 
implementation of the rule and significantly reduce unnecessary burdens on domestic energy 
producers. The technical amendments streamline recordkeeping and reporting for fugitive 
emissions (leaks); exempt low production wells from fugitive monitoring and change monitoring 
frequency at gathering and boosting compressor stations from quarterly to semiannual monitoring; 
reduce duplication of some state requirements; and make it easier for the industry to apply to use 
new technologies to monitor for fugitive emissions. 
 
 Again, thank you again for your letter. I appreciate the opportunity to be of service and 
trust that the information provided is helpful. If you have further questions, please contact me or 
your staff may contact Karen Thundiyil in EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Relations at thundiyil.karen@epa.gov or at (202) 564-1142. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
       Anne L. Austin 
       Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator
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The Honorable Ted W. Lieu 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Congressman Lieu: 
 
 Thank you for your August 25, 2020, letter to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Administrator Andrew Wheeler regarding the amendments to the New Source Performance 
Standards (NSPS) for the Oil and Natural Gas Sector. The Administrator asked that I respond on 
his behalf.  
 
 On August 13, 2020, Administrator Wheeler announced two final rules for the oil and 
natural gas industry that bring the NSPS back into alignment with the Clean Air Act (CAA) and 
remove redundant requirements to reduce undue burden on domestic energy producers. The rules, 
which include both policy and technical amendments, maintain health and environmental 
protection from oil and gas sources that the Agency considers appropriate to regulate under the 
law.   
 
 The policy amendments rescind the NSPS for methane for the production and processing 
segments of the oil and natural gas industry. These amendments solidify EPA’s position that the 
CAA requires EPA to make a finding that a pollutant contributes significantly to air pollution 
before setting NSPS requirements for that pollutant. The prior administration did not make such a 
finding for methane prior to regulating it under the source category. Further, regulating methane 
is redundant given the existing NSPS for volatile organic compounds (VOCs). Because the 
controls for VOCs also capture methane, standards for methane do not further reduce methane 
emissions from these segments of the industry and provide no additional public health protection. 
Oil and gas operators will still be required to reduce emissions of ozone-forming VOCs in the 
production and processing segment of the industry. In this final action, the Agency also removed 
the transmission and storage segment from the source category. The production and processing 
segments of the industry now make up the regulated source category, consistent with how the 
source category was listed under the CAA in 1979. The 2012 and 2016 rules erroneously 
interpreted the 1979 CAA listing to also include the transmission and storage segment. 
  



 In a separate, concurrent action, EPA amended Oil and Natural Gas NSPS in response to 
administrative petitions to reconsider certain aspects of the 2016 NSPS and implementation issues 
brought to the Agency’s attention after the 2016 rule was issued, including those related to leak 
detection and repair requirements. These targeted technical amendments streamline 
implementation of the rule and significantly reduce unnecessary burdens on domestic energy 
producers. The technical amendments streamline recordkeeping and reporting for fugitive 
emissions (leaks); exempt low production wells from fugitive monitoring and change monitoring 
frequency at gathering and boosting compressor stations from quarterly to semiannual monitoring; 
reduce duplication of some state requirements; and make it easier for the industry to apply to use 
new technologies to monitor for fugitive emissions. 
 
 Again, thank you again for your letter. I appreciate the opportunity to be of service and 
trust that the information provided is helpful. If you have further questions, please contact me or 
your staff may contact Karen Thundiyil in EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Relations at thundiyil.karen@epa.gov or at (202) 564-1142. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
       Anne L. Austin 
       Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator
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The Honorable Ted Deutch 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Congressman Deutch: 
 
 Thank you for your August 25, 2020, letter to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Administrator Andrew Wheeler regarding the amendments to the New Source Performance 
Standards (NSPS) for the Oil and Natural Gas Sector. The Administrator asked that I respond on 
his behalf.  
 
 On August 13, 2020, Administrator Wheeler announced two final rules for the oil and 
natural gas industry that bring the NSPS back into alignment with the Clean Air Act (CAA) and 
remove redundant requirements to reduce undue burden on domestic energy producers. The rules, 
which include both policy and technical amendments, maintain health and environmental 
protection from oil and gas sources that the Agency considers appropriate to regulate under the 
law.   
 
 The policy amendments rescind the NSPS for methane for the production and processing 
segments of the oil and natural gas industry. These amendments solidify EPA’s position that the 
CAA requires EPA to make a finding that a pollutant contributes significantly to air pollution 
before setting NSPS requirements for that pollutant. The prior administration did not make such a 
finding for methane prior to regulating it under the source category. Further, regulating methane 
is redundant given the existing NSPS for volatile organic compounds (VOCs). Because the 
controls for VOCs also capture methane, standards for methane do not further reduce methane 
emissions from these segments of the industry and provide no additional public health protection. 
Oil and gas operators will still be required to reduce emissions of ozone-forming VOCs in the 
production and processing segment of the industry. In this final action, the Agency also removed 
the transmission and storage segment from the source category. The production and processing 
segments of the industry now make up the regulated source category, consistent with how the 
source category was listed under the CAA in 1979. The 2012 and 2016 rules erroneously 
interpreted the 1979 CAA listing to also include the transmission and storage segment. 
  



 In a separate, concurrent action, EPA amended Oil and Natural Gas NSPS in response to 
administrative petitions to reconsider certain aspects of the 2016 NSPS and implementation issues 
brought to the Agency’s attention after the 2016 rule was issued, including those related to leak 
detection and repair requirements. These targeted technical amendments streamline 
implementation of the rule and significantly reduce unnecessary burdens on domestic energy 
producers. The technical amendments streamline recordkeeping and reporting for fugitive 
emissions (leaks); exempt low production wells from fugitive monitoring and change monitoring 
frequency at gathering and boosting compressor stations from quarterly to semiannual monitoring; 
reduce duplication of some state requirements; and make it easier for the industry to apply to use 
new technologies to monitor for fugitive emissions. 
 
 Again, thank you again for your letter. I appreciate the opportunity to be of service and 
trust that the information provided is helpful. If you have further questions, please contact me or 
your staff may contact Karen Thundiyil in EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Relations at thundiyil.karen@epa.gov or at (202) 564-1142. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
       Anne L. Austin 
       Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator
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The Honorable Jimmy Gomez 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Congressman Gomez: 
 
 Thank you for your August 25, 2020, letter to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Administrator Andrew Wheeler regarding the amendments to the New Source Performance 
Standards (NSPS) for the Oil and Natural Gas Sector. The Administrator asked that I respond on 
his behalf.  
 
 On August 13, 2020, Administrator Wheeler announced two final rules for the oil and 
natural gas industry that bring the NSPS back into alignment with the Clean Air Act (CAA) and 
remove redundant requirements to reduce undue burden on domestic energy producers. The rules, 
which include both policy and technical amendments, maintain health and environmental 
protection from oil and gas sources that the Agency considers appropriate to regulate under the 
law.   
 
 The policy amendments rescind the NSPS for methane for the production and processing 
segments of the oil and natural gas industry. These amendments solidify EPA’s position that the 
CAA requires EPA to make a finding that a pollutant contributes significantly to air pollution 
before setting NSPS requirements for that pollutant. The prior administration did not make such a 
finding for methane prior to regulating it under the source category. Further, regulating methane 
is redundant given the existing NSPS for volatile organic compounds (VOCs). Because the 
controls for VOCs also capture methane, standards for methane do not further reduce methane 
emissions from these segments of the industry and provide no additional public health protection. 
Oil and gas operators will still be required to reduce emissions of ozone-forming VOCs in the 
production and processing segment of the industry. In this final action, the Agency also removed 
the transmission and storage segment from the source category. The production and processing 
segments of the industry now make up the regulated source category, consistent with how the 
source category was listed under the CAA in 1979. The 2012 and 2016 rules erroneously 
interpreted the 1979 CAA listing to also include the transmission and storage segment. 
  



 In a separate, concurrent action, EPA amended Oil and Natural Gas NSPS in response to 
administrative petitions to reconsider certain aspects of the 2016 NSPS and implementation issues 
brought to the Agency’s attention after the 2016 rule was issued, including those related to leak 
detection and repair requirements. These targeted technical amendments streamline 
implementation of the rule and significantly reduce unnecessary burdens on domestic energy 
producers. The technical amendments streamline recordkeeping and reporting for fugitive 
emissions (leaks); exempt low production wells from fugitive monitoring and change monitoring 
frequency at gathering and boosting compressor stations from quarterly to semiannual monitoring; 
reduce duplication of some state requirements; and make it easier for the industry to apply to use 
new technologies to monitor for fugitive emissions. 
 
 Again, thank you again for your letter. I appreciate the opportunity to be of service and 
trust that the information provided is helpful. If you have further questions, please contact me or 
your staff may contact Karen Thundiyil in EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Relations at thundiyil.karen@epa.gov or at (202) 564-1142. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
       Anne L. Austin 
       Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator
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The Honorable Julia Brownley 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Congresswoman Brownley: 
 
 Thank you for your August 25, 2020, letter to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Administrator Andrew Wheeler regarding the amendments to the New Source Performance 
Standards (NSPS) for the Oil and Natural Gas Sector. The Administrator asked that I respond on 
his behalf.  
 
 On August 13, 2020, Administrator Wheeler announced two final rules for the oil and 
natural gas industry that bring the NSPS back into alignment with the Clean Air Act (CAA) and 
remove redundant requirements to reduce undue burden on domestic energy producers. The rules, 
which include both policy and technical amendments, maintain health and environmental 
protection from oil and gas sources that the Agency considers appropriate to regulate under the 
law.   
 
 The policy amendments rescind the NSPS for methane for the production and processing 
segments of the oil and natural gas industry. These amendments solidify EPA’s position that the 
CAA requires EPA to make a finding that a pollutant contributes significantly to air pollution 
before setting NSPS requirements for that pollutant. The prior administration did not make such a 
finding for methane prior to regulating it under the source category. Further, regulating methane 
is redundant given the existing NSPS for volatile organic compounds (VOCs). Because the 
controls for VOCs also capture methane, standards for methane do not further reduce methane 
emissions from these segments of the industry and provide no additional public health protection. 
Oil and gas operators will still be required to reduce emissions of ozone-forming VOCs in the 
production and processing segment of the industry. In this final action, the Agency also removed 
the transmission and storage segment from the source category. The production and processing 
segments of the industry now make up the regulated source category, consistent with how the 
source category was listed under the CAA in 1979. The 2012 and 2016 rules erroneously 
interpreted the 1979 CAA listing to also include the transmission and storage segment. 
  



 In a separate, concurrent action, EPA amended Oil and Natural Gas NSPS in response to 
administrative petitions to reconsider certain aspects of the 2016 NSPS and implementation issues 
brought to the Agency’s attention after the 2016 rule was issued, including those related to leak 
detection and repair requirements. These targeted technical amendments streamline 
implementation of the rule and significantly reduce unnecessary burdens on domestic energy 
producers. The technical amendments streamline recordkeeping and reporting for fugitive 
emissions (leaks); exempt low production wells from fugitive monitoring and change monitoring 
frequency at gathering and boosting compressor stations from quarterly to semiannual monitoring; 
reduce duplication of some state requirements; and make it easier for the industry to apply to use 
new technologies to monitor for fugitive emissions. 
 
 Again, thank you again for your letter. I appreciate the opportunity to be of service and 
trust that the information provided is helpful. If you have further questions, please contact me or 
your staff may contact Karen Thundiyil in EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Relations at thundiyil.karen@epa.gov or at (202) 564-1142. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
       Anne L. Austin 
       Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator
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The Honorable Suzanne Bonamici 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Congresswoman Bonamici: 
 
 Thank you for your August 25, 2020, letter to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Administrator Andrew Wheeler regarding the amendments to the New Source Performance 
Standards (NSPS) for the Oil and Natural Gas Sector. The Administrator asked that I respond on 
his behalf.  
 
 On August 13, 2020, Administrator Wheeler announced two final rules for the oil and 
natural gas industry that bring the NSPS back into alignment with the Clean Air Act (CAA) and 
remove redundant requirements to reduce undue burden on domestic energy producers. The rules, 
which include both policy and technical amendments, maintain health and environmental 
protection from oil and gas sources that the Agency considers appropriate to regulate under the 
law.   
 
 The policy amendments rescind the NSPS for methane for the production and processing 
segments of the oil and natural gas industry. These amendments solidify EPA’s position that the 
CAA requires EPA to make a finding that a pollutant contributes significantly to air pollution 
before setting NSPS requirements for that pollutant. The prior administration did not make such a 
finding for methane prior to regulating it under the source category. Further, regulating methane 
is redundant given the existing NSPS for volatile organic compounds (VOCs). Because the 
controls for VOCs also capture methane, standards for methane do not further reduce methane 
emissions from these segments of the industry and provide no additional public health protection. 
Oil and gas operators will still be required to reduce emissions of ozone-forming VOCs in the 
production and processing segment of the industry. In this final action, the Agency also removed 
the transmission and storage segment from the source category. The production and processing 
segments of the industry now make up the regulated source category, consistent with how the 
source category was listed under the CAA in 1979. The 2012 and 2016 rules erroneously 
interpreted the 1979 CAA listing to also include the transmission and storage segment. 
  



 In a separate, concurrent action, EPA amended Oil and Natural Gas NSPS in response to 
administrative petitions to reconsider certain aspects of the 2016 NSPS and implementation issues 
brought to the Agency’s attention after the 2016 rule was issued, including those related to leak 
detection and repair requirements. These targeted technical amendments streamline 
implementation of the rule and significantly reduce unnecessary burdens on domestic energy 
producers. The technical amendments streamline recordkeeping and reporting for fugitive 
emissions (leaks); exempt low production wells from fugitive monitoring and change monitoring 
frequency at gathering and boosting compressor stations from quarterly to semiannual monitoring; 
reduce duplication of some state requirements; and make it easier for the industry to apply to use 
new technologies to monitor for fugitive emissions. 
 
 Again, thank you again for your letter. I appreciate the opportunity to be of service and 
trust that the information provided is helpful. If you have further questions, please contact me or 
your staff may contact Karen Thundiyil in EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Relations at thundiyil.karen@epa.gov or at (202) 564-1142. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
       Anne L. Austin 
       Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator
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The Honorable Daniel T. Kildee 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Congressman Kildee: 
 
 Thank you for your August 25, 2020, letter to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Administrator Andrew Wheeler regarding the amendments to the New Source Performance 
Standards (NSPS) for the Oil and Natural Gas Sector. The Administrator asked that I respond on 
his behalf.  
 
 On August 13, 2020, Administrator Wheeler announced two final rules for the oil and 
natural gas industry that bring the NSPS back into alignment with the Clean Air Act (CAA) and 
remove redundant requirements to reduce undue burden on domestic energy producers. The rules, 
which include both policy and technical amendments, maintain health and environmental 
protection from oil and gas sources that the Agency considers appropriate to regulate under the 
law.   
 
 The policy amendments rescind the NSPS for methane for the production and processing 
segments of the oil and natural gas industry. These amendments solidify EPA’s position that the 
CAA requires EPA to make a finding that a pollutant contributes significantly to air pollution 
before setting NSPS requirements for that pollutant. The prior administration did not make such a 
finding for methane prior to regulating it under the source category. Further, regulating methane 
is redundant given the existing NSPS for volatile organic compounds (VOCs). Because the 
controls for VOCs also capture methane, standards for methane do not further reduce methane 
emissions from these segments of the industry and provide no additional public health protection. 
Oil and gas operators will still be required to reduce emissions of ozone-forming VOCs in the 
production and processing segment of the industry. In this final action, the Agency also removed 
the transmission and storage segment from the source category. The production and processing 
segments of the industry now make up the regulated source category, consistent with how the 
source category was listed under the CAA in 1979. The 2012 and 2016 rules erroneously 
interpreted the 1979 CAA listing to also include the transmission and storage segment. 
  



 In a separate, concurrent action, EPA amended Oil and Natural Gas NSPS in response to 
administrative petitions to reconsider certain aspects of the 2016 NSPS and implementation issues 
brought to the Agency’s attention after the 2016 rule was issued, including those related to leak 
detection and repair requirements. These targeted technical amendments streamline 
implementation of the rule and significantly reduce unnecessary burdens on domestic energy 
producers. The technical amendments streamline recordkeeping and reporting for fugitive 
emissions (leaks); exempt low production wells from fugitive monitoring and change monitoring 
frequency at gathering and boosting compressor stations from quarterly to semiannual monitoring; 
reduce duplication of some state requirements; and make it easier for the industry to apply to use 
new technologies to monitor for fugitive emissions. 
 
 Again, thank you again for your letter. I appreciate the opportunity to be of service and 
trust that the information provided is helpful. If you have further questions, please contact me or 
your staff may contact Karen Thundiyil in EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Relations at thundiyil.karen@epa.gov or at (202) 564-1142. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
       Anne L. Austin 
       Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator
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The Honorable Sean Casten 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Congressman Casten: 
 
 Thank you for your August 25, 2020, letter to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Administrator Andrew Wheeler regarding the amendments to the New Source Performance 
Standards (NSPS) for the Oil and Natural Gas Sector. The Administrator asked that I respond on 
his behalf.  
 
 On August 13, 2020, Administrator Wheeler announced two final rules for the oil and 
natural gas industry that bring the NSPS back into alignment with the Clean Air Act (CAA) and 
remove redundant requirements to reduce undue burden on domestic energy producers. The rules, 
which include both policy and technical amendments, maintain health and environmental 
protection from oil and gas sources that the Agency considers appropriate to regulate under the 
law.   
 
 The policy amendments rescind the NSPS for methane for the production and processing 
segments of the oil and natural gas industry. These amendments solidify EPA’s position that the 
CAA requires EPA to make a finding that a pollutant contributes significantly to air pollution 
before setting NSPS requirements for that pollutant. The prior administration did not make such a 
finding for methane prior to regulating it under the source category. Further, regulating methane 
is redundant given the existing NSPS for volatile organic compounds (VOCs). Because the 
controls for VOCs also capture methane, standards for methane do not further reduce methane 
emissions from these segments of the industry and provide no additional public health protection. 
Oil and gas operators will still be required to reduce emissions of ozone-forming VOCs in the 
production and processing segment of the industry. In this final action, the Agency also removed 
the transmission and storage segment from the source category. The production and processing 
segments of the industry now make up the regulated source category, consistent with how the 
source category was listed under the CAA in 1979. The 2012 and 2016 rules erroneously 
interpreted the 1979 CAA listing to also include the transmission and storage segment. 
  



 In a separate, concurrent action, EPA amended Oil and Natural Gas NSPS in response to 
administrative petitions to reconsider certain aspects of the 2016 NSPS and implementation issues 
brought to the Agency’s attention after the 2016 rule was issued, including those related to leak 
detection and repair requirements. These targeted technical amendments streamline 
implementation of the rule and significantly reduce unnecessary burdens on domestic energy 
producers. The technical amendments streamline recordkeeping and reporting for fugitive 
emissions (leaks); exempt low production wells from fugitive monitoring and change monitoring 
frequency at gathering and boosting compressor stations from quarterly to semiannual monitoring; 
reduce duplication of some state requirements; and make it easier for the industry to apply to use 
new technologies to monitor for fugitive emissions. 
 
 Again, thank you again for your letter. I appreciate the opportunity to be of service and 
trust that the information provided is helpful. If you have further questions, please contact me or 
your staff may contact Karen Thundiyil in EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Relations at thundiyil.karen@epa.gov or at (202) 564-1142. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
       Anne L. Austin 
       Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator
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The Honorable Peter Welch 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Congressman Welch: 
 
 Thank you for your August 25, 2020, letter to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Administrator Andrew Wheeler regarding the amendments to the New Source Performance 
Standards (NSPS) for the Oil and Natural Gas Sector. The Administrator asked that I respond on 
his behalf.  
 
 On August 13, 2020, Administrator Wheeler announced two final rules for the oil and 
natural gas industry that bring the NSPS back into alignment with the Clean Air Act (CAA) and 
remove redundant requirements to reduce undue burden on domestic energy producers. The rules, 
which include both policy and technical amendments, maintain health and environmental 
protection from oil and gas sources that the Agency considers appropriate to regulate under the 
law.   
 
 The policy amendments rescind the NSPS for methane for the production and processing 
segments of the oil and natural gas industry. These amendments solidify EPA’s position that the 
CAA requires EPA to make a finding that a pollutant contributes significantly to air pollution 
before setting NSPS requirements for that pollutant. The prior administration did not make such a 
finding for methane prior to regulating it under the source category. Further, regulating methane 
is redundant given the existing NSPS for volatile organic compounds (VOCs). Because the 
controls for VOCs also capture methane, standards for methane do not further reduce methane 
emissions from these segments of the industry and provide no additional public health protection. 
Oil and gas operators will still be required to reduce emissions of ozone-forming VOCs in the 
production and processing segment of the industry. In this final action, the Agency also removed 
the transmission and storage segment from the source category. The production and processing 
segments of the industry now make up the regulated source category, consistent with how the 
source category was listed under the CAA in 1979. The 2012 and 2016 rules erroneously 
interpreted the 1979 CAA listing to also include the transmission and storage segment. 
  



 In a separate, concurrent action, EPA amended Oil and Natural Gas NSPS in response to 
administrative petitions to reconsider certain aspects of the 2016 NSPS and implementation issues 
brought to the Agency’s attention after the 2016 rule was issued, including those related to leak 
detection and repair requirements. These targeted technical amendments streamline 
implementation of the rule and significantly reduce unnecessary burdens on domestic energy 
producers. The technical amendments streamline recordkeeping and reporting for fugitive 
emissions (leaks); exempt low production wells from fugitive monitoring and change monitoring 
frequency at gathering and boosting compressor stations from quarterly to semiannual monitoring; 
reduce duplication of some state requirements; and make it easier for the industry to apply to use 
new technologies to monitor for fugitive emissions. 
 
 Again, thank you again for your letter. I appreciate the opportunity to be of service and 
trust that the information provided is helpful. If you have further questions, please contact me or 
your staff may contact Karen Thundiyil in EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Relations at thundiyil.karen@epa.gov or at (202) 564-1142. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
       Anne L. Austin 
       Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator
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The Honorable Chellie Pingree 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Congresswoman Pingree: 
 
 Thank you for your August 25, 2020, letter to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Administrator Andrew Wheeler regarding the amendments to the New Source Performance 
Standards (NSPS) for the Oil and Natural Gas Sector. The Administrator asked that I respond on 
his behalf.  
 
 On August 13, 2020, Administrator Wheeler announced two final rules for the oil and 
natural gas industry that bring the NSPS back into alignment with the Clean Air Act (CAA) and 
remove redundant requirements to reduce undue burden on domestic energy producers. The rules, 
which include both policy and technical amendments, maintain health and environmental 
protection from oil and gas sources that the Agency considers appropriate to regulate under the 
law.   
 
 The policy amendments rescind the NSPS for methane for the production and processing 
segments of the oil and natural gas industry. These amendments solidify EPA’s position that the 
CAA requires EPA to make a finding that a pollutant contributes significantly to air pollution 
before setting NSPS requirements for that pollutant. The prior administration did not make such a 
finding for methane prior to regulating it under the source category. Further, regulating methane 
is redundant given the existing NSPS for volatile organic compounds (VOCs). Because the 
controls for VOCs also capture methane, standards for methane do not further reduce methane 
emissions from these segments of the industry and provide no additional public health protection. 
Oil and gas operators will still be required to reduce emissions of ozone-forming VOCs in the 
production and processing segment of the industry. In this final action, the Agency also removed 
the transmission and storage segment from the source category. The production and processing 
segments of the industry now make up the regulated source category, consistent with how the 
source category was listed under the CAA in 1979. The 2012 and 2016 rules erroneously 
interpreted the 1979 CAA listing to also include the transmission and storage segment. 
  



 In a separate, concurrent action, EPA amended Oil and Natural Gas NSPS in response to 
administrative petitions to reconsider certain aspects of the 2016 NSPS and implementation issues 
brought to the Agency’s attention after the 2016 rule was issued, including those related to leak 
detection and repair requirements. These targeted technical amendments streamline 
implementation of the rule and significantly reduce unnecessary burdens on domestic energy 
producers. The technical amendments streamline recordkeeping and reporting for fugitive 
emissions (leaks); exempt low production wells from fugitive monitoring and change monitoring 
frequency at gathering and boosting compressor stations from quarterly to semiannual monitoring; 
reduce duplication of some state requirements; and make it easier for the industry to apply to use 
new technologies to monitor for fugitive emissions. 
 
 Again, thank you again for your letter. I appreciate the opportunity to be of service and 
trust that the information provided is helpful. If you have further questions, please contact me or 
your staff may contact Karen Thundiyil in EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Relations at thundiyil.karen@epa.gov or at (202) 564-1142. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
       Anne L. Austin 
       Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator
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The Honorable Stephen F. Lynch 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Congressman Lynch: 
 
 Thank you for your August 25, 2020, letter to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Administrator Andrew Wheeler regarding the amendments to the New Source Performance 
Standards (NSPS) for the Oil and Natural Gas Sector. The Administrator asked that I respond on 
his behalf.  
 
 On August 13, 2020, Administrator Wheeler announced two final rules for the oil and 
natural gas industry that bring the NSPS back into alignment with the Clean Air Act (CAA) and 
remove redundant requirements to reduce undue burden on domestic energy producers. The rules, 
which include both policy and technical amendments, maintain health and environmental 
protection from oil and gas sources that the Agency considers appropriate to regulate under the 
law.   
 
 The policy amendments rescind the NSPS for methane for the production and processing 
segments of the oil and natural gas industry. These amendments solidify EPA’s position that the 
CAA requires EPA to make a finding that a pollutant contributes significantly to air pollution 
before setting NSPS requirements for that pollutant. The prior administration did not make such a 
finding for methane prior to regulating it under the source category. Further, regulating methane 
is redundant given the existing NSPS for volatile organic compounds (VOCs). Because the 
controls for VOCs also capture methane, standards for methane do not further reduce methane 
emissions from these segments of the industry and provide no additional public health protection. 
Oil and gas operators will still be required to reduce emissions of ozone-forming VOCs in the 
production and processing segment of the industry. In this final action, the Agency also removed 
the transmission and storage segment from the source category. The production and processing 
segments of the industry now make up the regulated source category, consistent with how the 
source category was listed under the CAA in 1979. The 2012 and 2016 rules erroneously 
interpreted the 1979 CAA listing to also include the transmission and storage segment. 
  



 In a separate, concurrent action, EPA amended Oil and Natural Gas NSPS in response to 
administrative petitions to reconsider certain aspects of the 2016 NSPS and implementation issues 
brought to the Agency’s attention after the 2016 rule was issued, including those related to leak 
detection and repair requirements. These targeted technical amendments streamline 
implementation of the rule and significantly reduce unnecessary burdens on domestic energy 
producers. The technical amendments streamline recordkeeping and reporting for fugitive 
emissions (leaks); exempt low production wells from fugitive monitoring and change monitoring 
frequency at gathering and boosting compressor stations from quarterly to semiannual monitoring; 
reduce duplication of some state requirements; and make it easier for the industry to apply to use 
new technologies to monitor for fugitive emissions. 
 
 Again, thank you again for your letter. I appreciate the opportunity to be of service and 
trust that the information provided is helpful. If you have further questions, please contact me or 
your staff may contact Karen Thundiyil in EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Relations at thundiyil.karen@epa.gov or at (202) 564-1142. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
       Anne L. Austin 
       Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator
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The Honorable Debbie Wasserman Schultz 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Congresswoman Wasserman Schultz: 
 
 Thank you for your August 25, 2020, letter to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Administrator Andrew Wheeler regarding the amendments to the New Source Performance 
Standards (NSPS) for the Oil and Natural Gas Sector. The Administrator asked that I respond on 
his behalf.  
 
 On August 13, 2020, Administrator Wheeler announced two final rules for the oil and 
natural gas industry that bring the NSPS back into alignment with the Clean Air Act (CAA) and 
remove redundant requirements to reduce undue burden on domestic energy producers. The rules, 
which include both policy and technical amendments, maintain health and environmental 
protection from oil and gas sources that the Agency considers appropriate to regulate under the 
law.   
 
 The policy amendments rescind the NSPS for methane for the production and processing 
segments of the oil and natural gas industry. These amendments solidify EPA’s position that the 
CAA requires EPA to make a finding that a pollutant contributes significantly to air pollution 
before setting NSPS requirements for that pollutant. The prior administration did not make such a 
finding for methane prior to regulating it under the source category. Further, regulating methane 
is redundant given the existing NSPS for volatile organic compounds (VOCs). Because the 
controls for VOCs also capture methane, standards for methane do not further reduce methane 
emissions from these segments of the industry and provide no additional public health protection. 
Oil and gas operators will still be required to reduce emissions of ozone-forming VOCs in the 
production and processing segment of the industry. In this final action, the Agency also removed 
the transmission and storage segment from the source category. The production and processing 
segments of the industry now make up the regulated source category, consistent with how the 
source category was listed under the CAA in 1979. The 2012 and 2016 rules erroneously 
interpreted the 1979 CAA listing to also include the transmission and storage segment. 
  



 In a separate, concurrent action, EPA amended Oil and Natural Gas NSPS in response to 
administrative petitions to reconsider certain aspects of the 2016 NSPS and implementation issues 
brought to the Agency’s attention after the 2016 rule was issued, including those related to leak 
detection and repair requirements. These targeted technical amendments streamline 
implementation of the rule and significantly reduce unnecessary burdens on domestic energy 
producers. The technical amendments streamline recordkeeping and reporting for fugitive 
emissions (leaks); exempt low production wells from fugitive monitoring and change monitoring 
frequency at gathering and boosting compressor stations from quarterly to semiannual monitoring; 
reduce duplication of some state requirements; and make it easier for the industry to apply to use 
new technologies to monitor for fugitive emissions. 
 
 Again, thank you again for your letter. I appreciate the opportunity to be of service and 
trust that the information provided is helpful. If you have further questions, please contact me or 
your staff may contact Karen Thundiyil in EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Relations at thundiyil.karen@epa.gov or at (202) 564-1142. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
       Anne L. Austin 
       Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator
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The Honorable Peter A. DeFazio 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Congressman DeFazio: 
 
 Thank you for your August 25, 2020, letter to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Administrator Andrew Wheeler regarding the amendments to the New Source Performance 
Standards (NSPS) for the Oil and Natural Gas Sector. The Administrator asked that I respond on 
his behalf.  
 
 On August 13, 2020, Administrator Wheeler announced two final rules for the oil and 
natural gas industry that bring the NSPS back into alignment with the Clean Air Act (CAA) and 
remove redundant requirements to reduce undue burden on domestic energy producers. The rules, 
which include both policy and technical amendments, maintain health and environmental 
protection from oil and gas sources that the Agency considers appropriate to regulate under the 
law.   
 
 The policy amendments rescind the NSPS for methane for the production and processing 
segments of the oil and natural gas industry. These amendments solidify EPA’s position that the 
CAA requires EPA to make a finding that a pollutant contributes significantly to air pollution 
before setting NSPS requirements for that pollutant. The prior administration did not make such a 
finding for methane prior to regulating it under the source category. Further, regulating methane 
is redundant given the existing NSPS for volatile organic compounds (VOCs). Because the 
controls for VOCs also capture methane, standards for methane do not further reduce methane 
emissions from these segments of the industry and provide no additional public health protection. 
Oil and gas operators will still be required to reduce emissions of ozone-forming VOCs in the 
production and processing segment of the industry. In this final action, the Agency also removed 
the transmission and storage segment from the source category. The production and processing 
segments of the industry now make up the regulated source category, consistent with how the 
source category was listed under the CAA in 1979. The 2012 and 2016 rules erroneously 
interpreted the 1979 CAA listing to also include the transmission and storage segment. 
  



 In a separate, concurrent action, EPA amended Oil and Natural Gas NSPS in response to 
administrative petitions to reconsider certain aspects of the 2016 NSPS and implementation issues 
brought to the Agency’s attention after the 2016 rule was issued, including those related to leak 
detection and repair requirements. These targeted technical amendments streamline 
implementation of the rule and significantly reduce unnecessary burdens on domestic energy 
producers. The technical amendments streamline recordkeeping and reporting for fugitive 
emissions (leaks); exempt low production wells from fugitive monitoring and change monitoring 
frequency at gathering and boosting compressor stations from quarterly to semiannual monitoring; 
reduce duplication of some state requirements; and make it easier for the industry to apply to use 
new technologies to monitor for fugitive emissions. 
 
 Again, thank you again for your letter. I appreciate the opportunity to be of service and 
trust that the information provided is helpful. If you have further questions, please contact me or 
your staff may contact Karen Thundiyil in EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Relations at thundiyil.karen@epa.gov or at (202) 564-1142. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
       Anne L. Austin 
       Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator
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The Honorable Debbie Dingell 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Congresswoman Dingell: 
 
 Thank you for your August 25, 2020, letter to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Administrator Andrew Wheeler regarding the amendments to the New Source Performance 
Standards (NSPS) for the Oil and Natural Gas Sector. The Administrator asked that I respond on 
his behalf.  
 
 On August 13, 2020, Administrator Wheeler announced two final rules for the oil and 
natural gas industry that bring the NSPS back into alignment with the Clean Air Act (CAA) and 
remove redundant requirements to reduce undue burden on domestic energy producers. The rules, 
which include both policy and technical amendments, maintain health and environmental 
protection from oil and gas sources that the Agency considers appropriate to regulate under the 
law.   
 
 The policy amendments rescind the NSPS for methane for the production and processing 
segments of the oil and natural gas industry. These amendments solidify EPA’s position that the 
CAA requires EPA to make a finding that a pollutant contributes significantly to air pollution 
before setting NSPS requirements for that pollutant. The prior administration did not make such a 
finding for methane prior to regulating it under the source category. Further, regulating methane 
is redundant given the existing NSPS for volatile organic compounds (VOCs). Because the 
controls for VOCs also capture methane, standards for methane do not further reduce methane 
emissions from these segments of the industry and provide no additional public health protection. 
Oil and gas operators will still be required to reduce emissions of ozone-forming VOCs in the 
production and processing segment of the industry. In this final action, the Agency also removed 
the transmission and storage segment from the source category. The production and processing 
segments of the industry now make up the regulated source category, consistent with how the 
source category was listed under the CAA in 1979. The 2012 and 2016 rules erroneously 
interpreted the 1979 CAA listing to also include the transmission and storage segment. 
  



 In a separate, concurrent action, EPA amended Oil and Natural Gas NSPS in response to 
administrative petitions to reconsider certain aspects of the 2016 NSPS and implementation issues 
brought to the Agency’s attention after the 2016 rule was issued, including those related to leak 
detection and repair requirements. These targeted technical amendments streamline 
implementation of the rule and significantly reduce unnecessary burdens on domestic energy 
producers. The technical amendments streamline recordkeeping and reporting for fugitive 
emissions (leaks); exempt low production wells from fugitive monitoring and change monitoring 
frequency at gathering and boosting compressor stations from quarterly to semiannual monitoring; 
reduce duplication of some state requirements; and make it easier for the industry to apply to use 
new technologies to monitor for fugitive emissions. 
 
 Again, thank you again for your letter. I appreciate the opportunity to be of service and 
trust that the information provided is helpful. If you have further questions, please contact me or 
your staff may contact Karen Thundiyil in EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Relations at thundiyil.karen@epa.gov or at (202) 564-1142. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
       Anne L. Austin 
       Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator
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The Honorable David E. Price 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Congressman Price: 
 
 Thank you for your August 25, 2020, letter to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Administrator Andrew Wheeler regarding the amendments to the New Source Performance 
Standards (NSPS) for the Oil and Natural Gas Sector. The Administrator asked that I respond on 
his behalf.  
 
 On August 13, 2020, Administrator Wheeler announced two final rules for the oil and 
natural gas industry that bring the NSPS back into alignment with the Clean Air Act (CAA) and 
remove redundant requirements to reduce undue burden on domestic energy producers. The rules, 
which include both policy and technical amendments, maintain health and environmental 
protection from oil and gas sources that the Agency considers appropriate to regulate under the 
law.   
 
 The policy amendments rescind the NSPS for methane for the production and processing 
segments of the oil and natural gas industry. These amendments solidify EPA’s position that the 
CAA requires EPA to make a finding that a pollutant contributes significantly to air pollution 
before setting NSPS requirements for that pollutant. The prior administration did not make such a 
finding for methane prior to regulating it under the source category. Further, regulating methane 
is redundant given the existing NSPS for volatile organic compounds (VOCs). Because the 
controls for VOCs also capture methane, standards for methane do not further reduce methane 
emissions from these segments of the industry and provide no additional public health protection. 
Oil and gas operators will still be required to reduce emissions of ozone-forming VOCs in the 
production and processing segment of the industry. In this final action, the Agency also removed 
the transmission and storage segment from the source category. The production and processing 
segments of the industry now make up the regulated source category, consistent with how the 
source category was listed under the CAA in 1979. The 2012 and 2016 rules erroneously 
interpreted the 1979 CAA listing to also include the transmission and storage segment. 
  



 In a separate, concurrent action, EPA amended Oil and Natural Gas NSPS in response to 
administrative petitions to reconsider certain aspects of the 2016 NSPS and implementation issues 
brought to the Agency’s attention after the 2016 rule was issued, including those related to leak 
detection and repair requirements. These targeted technical amendments streamline 
implementation of the rule and significantly reduce unnecessary burdens on domestic energy 
producers. The technical amendments streamline recordkeeping and reporting for fugitive 
emissions (leaks); exempt low production wells from fugitive monitoring and change monitoring 
frequency at gathering and boosting compressor stations from quarterly to semiannual monitoring; 
reduce duplication of some state requirements; and make it easier for the industry to apply to use 
new technologies to monitor for fugitive emissions. 
 
 Again, thank you again for your letter. I appreciate the opportunity to be of service and 
trust that the information provided is helpful. If you have further questions, please contact me or 
your staff may contact Karen Thundiyil in EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Relations at thundiyil.karen@epa.gov or at (202) 564-1142. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
       Anne L. Austin 
       Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator
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The Honorable Ro Khanna 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Congressman Khanna: 
 
 Thank you for your August 25, 2020, letter to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Administrator Andrew Wheeler regarding the amendments to the New Source Performance 
Standards (NSPS) for the Oil and Natural Gas Sector. The Administrator asked that I respond on 
his behalf.  
 
 On August 13, 2020, Administrator Wheeler announced two final rules for the oil and 
natural gas industry that bring the NSPS back into alignment with the Clean Air Act (CAA) and 
remove redundant requirements to reduce undue burden on domestic energy producers. The rules, 
which include both policy and technical amendments, maintain health and environmental 
protection from oil and gas sources that the Agency considers appropriate to regulate under the 
law.   
 
 The policy amendments rescind the NSPS for methane for the production and processing 
segments of the oil and natural gas industry. These amendments solidify EPA’s position that the 
CAA requires EPA to make a finding that a pollutant contributes significantly to air pollution 
before setting NSPS requirements for that pollutant. The prior administration did not make such a 
finding for methane prior to regulating it under the source category. Further, regulating methane 
is redundant given the existing NSPS for volatile organic compounds (VOCs). Because the 
controls for VOCs also capture methane, standards for methane do not further reduce methane 
emissions from these segments of the industry and provide no additional public health protection. 
Oil and gas operators will still be required to reduce emissions of ozone-forming VOCs in the 
production and processing segment of the industry. In this final action, the Agency also removed 
the transmission and storage segment from the source category. The production and processing 
segments of the industry now make up the regulated source category, consistent with how the 
source category was listed under the CAA in 1979. The 2012 and 2016 rules erroneously 
interpreted the 1979 CAA listing to also include the transmission and storage segment. 
  



 In a separate, concurrent action, EPA amended Oil and Natural Gas NSPS in response to 
administrative petitions to reconsider certain aspects of the 2016 NSPS and implementation issues 
brought to the Agency’s attention after the 2016 rule was issued, including those related to leak 
detection and repair requirements. These targeted technical amendments streamline 
implementation of the rule and significantly reduce unnecessary burdens on domestic energy 
producers. The technical amendments streamline recordkeeping and reporting for fugitive 
emissions (leaks); exempt low production wells from fugitive monitoring and change monitoring 
frequency at gathering and boosting compressor stations from quarterly to semiannual monitoring; 
reduce duplication of some state requirements; and make it easier for the industry to apply to use 
new technologies to monitor for fugitive emissions. 
 
 Again, thank you again for your letter. I appreciate the opportunity to be of service and 
trust that the information provided is helpful. If you have further questions, please contact me or 
your staff may contact Karen Thundiyil in EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Relations at thundiyil.karen@epa.gov or at (202) 564-1142. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
       Anne L. Austin 
       Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator
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The Honorable Doris Matsui 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Congresswoman Matsui: 
 
 Thank you for your August 25, 2020, letter to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Administrator Andrew Wheeler regarding the amendments to the New Source Performance 
Standards (NSPS) for the Oil and Natural Gas Sector. The Administrator asked that I respond on 
his behalf.  
 
 On August 13, 2020, Administrator Wheeler announced two final rules for the oil and 
natural gas industry that bring the NSPS back into alignment with the Clean Air Act (CAA) and 
remove redundant requirements to reduce undue burden on domestic energy producers. The rules, 
which include both policy and technical amendments, maintain health and environmental 
protection from oil and gas sources that the Agency considers appropriate to regulate under the 
law.   
 
 The policy amendments rescind the NSPS for methane for the production and processing 
segments of the oil and natural gas industry. These amendments solidify EPA’s position that the 
CAA requires EPA to make a finding that a pollutant contributes significantly to air pollution 
before setting NSPS requirements for that pollutant. The prior administration did not make such a 
finding for methane prior to regulating it under the source category. Further, regulating methane 
is redundant given the existing NSPS for volatile organic compounds (VOCs). Because the 
controls for VOCs also capture methane, standards for methane do not further reduce methane 
emissions from these segments of the industry and provide no additional public health protection. 
Oil and gas operators will still be required to reduce emissions of ozone-forming VOCs in the 
production and processing segment of the industry. In this final action, the Agency also removed 
the transmission and storage segment from the source category. The production and processing 
segments of the industry now make up the regulated source category, consistent with how the 
source category was listed under the CAA in 1979. The 2012 and 2016 rules erroneously 
interpreted the 1979 CAA listing to also include the transmission and storage segment. 
  



 In a separate, concurrent action, EPA amended Oil and Natural Gas NSPS in response to 
administrative petitions to reconsider certain aspects of the 2016 NSPS and implementation issues 
brought to the Agency’s attention after the 2016 rule was issued, including those related to leak 
detection and repair requirements. These targeted technical amendments streamline 
implementation of the rule and significantly reduce unnecessary burdens on domestic energy 
producers. The technical amendments streamline recordkeeping and reporting for fugitive 
emissions (leaks); exempt low production wells from fugitive monitoring and change monitoring 
frequency at gathering and boosting compressor stations from quarterly to semiannual monitoring; 
reduce duplication of some state requirements; and make it easier for the industry to apply to use 
new technologies to monitor for fugitive emissions. 
 
 Again, thank you again for your letter. I appreciate the opportunity to be of service and 
trust that the information provided is helpful. If you have further questions, please contact me or 
your staff may contact Karen Thundiyil in EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Relations at thundiyil.karen@epa.gov or at (202) 564-1142. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
       Anne L. Austin 
       Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator
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The Honorable Harley Rouda 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Congressman Rouda: 
 
 Thank you for your August 25, 2020, letter to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Administrator Andrew Wheeler regarding the amendments to the New Source Performance 
Standards (NSPS) for the Oil and Natural Gas Sector. The Administrator asked that I respond on 
his behalf.  
 
 On August 13, 2020, Administrator Wheeler announced two final rules for the oil and 
natural gas industry that bring the NSPS back into alignment with the Clean Air Act (CAA) and 
remove redundant requirements to reduce undue burden on domestic energy producers. The rules, 
which include both policy and technical amendments, maintain health and environmental 
protection from oil and gas sources that the Agency considers appropriate to regulate under the 
law.   
 
 The policy amendments rescind the NSPS for methane for the production and processing 
segments of the oil and natural gas industry. These amendments solidify EPA’s position that the 
CAA requires EPA to make a finding that a pollutant contributes significantly to air pollution 
before setting NSPS requirements for that pollutant. The prior administration did not make such a 
finding for methane prior to regulating it under the source category. Further, regulating methane 
is redundant given the existing NSPS for volatile organic compounds (VOCs). Because the 
controls for VOCs also capture methane, standards for methane do not further reduce methane 
emissions from these segments of the industry and provide no additional public health protection. 
Oil and gas operators will still be required to reduce emissions of ozone-forming VOCs in the 
production and processing segment of the industry. In this final action, the Agency also removed 
the transmission and storage segment from the source category. The production and processing 
segments of the industry now make up the regulated source category, consistent with how the 
source category was listed under the CAA in 1979. The 2012 and 2016 rules erroneously 
interpreted the 1979 CAA listing to also include the transmission and storage segment. 
  



 In a separate, concurrent action, EPA amended Oil and Natural Gas NSPS in response to 
administrative petitions to reconsider certain aspects of the 2016 NSPS and implementation issues 
brought to the Agency’s attention after the 2016 rule was issued, including those related to leak 
detection and repair requirements. These targeted technical amendments streamline 
implementation of the rule and significantly reduce unnecessary burdens on domestic energy 
producers. The technical amendments streamline recordkeeping and reporting for fugitive 
emissions (leaks); exempt low production wells from fugitive monitoring and change monitoring 
frequency at gathering and boosting compressor stations from quarterly to semiannual monitoring; 
reduce duplication of some state requirements; and make it easier for the industry to apply to use 
new technologies to monitor for fugitive emissions. 
 
 Again, thank you again for your letter. I appreciate the opportunity to be of service and 
trust that the information provided is helpful. If you have further questions, please contact me or 
your staff may contact Karen Thundiyil in EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Relations at thundiyil.karen@epa.gov or at (202) 564-1142. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
       Anne L. Austin 
       Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator
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The Honorable Joseph P. Kennedy, III 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Congressman Kennedy: 
 
 Thank you for your August 25, 2020, letter to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Administrator Andrew Wheeler regarding the amendments to the New Source Performance 
Standards (NSPS) for the Oil and Natural Gas Sector. The Administrator asked that I respond on 
his behalf.  
 
 On August 13, 2020, Administrator Wheeler announced two final rules for the oil and 
natural gas industry that bring the NSPS back into alignment with the Clean Air Act (CAA) and 
remove redundant requirements to reduce undue burden on domestic energy producers. The rules, 
which include both policy and technical amendments, maintain health and environmental 
protection from oil and gas sources that the Agency considers appropriate to regulate under the 
law.   
 
 The policy amendments rescind the NSPS for methane for the production and processing 
segments of the oil and natural gas industry. These amendments solidify EPA’s position that the 
CAA requires EPA to make a finding that a pollutant contributes significantly to air pollution 
before setting NSPS requirements for that pollutant. The prior administration did not make such a 
finding for methane prior to regulating it under the source category. Further, regulating methane 
is redundant given the existing NSPS for volatile organic compounds (VOCs). Because the 
controls for VOCs also capture methane, standards for methane do not further reduce methane 
emissions from these segments of the industry and provide no additional public health protection. 
Oil and gas operators will still be required to reduce emissions of ozone-forming VOCs in the 
production and processing segment of the industry. In this final action, the Agency also removed 
the transmission and storage segment from the source category. The production and processing 
segments of the industry now make up the regulated source category, consistent with how the 
source category was listed under the CAA in 1979. The 2012 and 2016 rules erroneously 
interpreted the 1979 CAA listing to also include the transmission and storage segment. 
  



 In a separate, concurrent action, EPA amended Oil and Natural Gas NSPS in response to 
administrative petitions to reconsider certain aspects of the 2016 NSPS and implementation issues 
brought to the Agency’s attention after the 2016 rule was issued, including those related to leak 
detection and repair requirements. These targeted technical amendments streamline 
implementation of the rule and significantly reduce unnecessary burdens on domestic energy 
producers. The technical amendments streamline recordkeeping and reporting for fugitive 
emissions (leaks); exempt low production wells from fugitive monitoring and change monitoring 
frequency at gathering and boosting compressor stations from quarterly to semiannual monitoring; 
reduce duplication of some state requirements; and make it easier for the industry to apply to use 
new technologies to monitor for fugitive emissions. 
 
 Again, thank you again for your letter. I appreciate the opportunity to be of service and 
trust that the information provided is helpful. If you have further questions, please contact me or 
your staff may contact Karen Thundiyil in EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Relations at thundiyil.karen@epa.gov or at (202) 564-1142. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
       Anne L. Austin 
       Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator
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The Honorable Earl Blumenauer 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Congressman Blumenauer: 
 
 Thank you for your August 25, 2020, letter to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Administrator Andrew Wheeler regarding the amendments to the New Source Performance 
Standards (NSPS) for the Oil and Natural Gas Sector. The Administrator asked that I respond on 
his behalf.  
 
 On August 13, 2020, Administrator Wheeler announced two final rules for the oil and 
natural gas industry that bring the NSPS back into alignment with the Clean Air Act (CAA) and 
remove redundant requirements to reduce undue burden on domestic energy producers. The rules, 
which include both policy and technical amendments, maintain health and environmental 
protection from oil and gas sources that the Agency considers appropriate to regulate under the 
law.   
 
 The policy amendments rescind the NSPS for methane for the production and processing 
segments of the oil and natural gas industry. These amendments solidify EPA’s position that the 
CAA requires EPA to make a finding that a pollutant contributes significantly to air pollution 
before setting NSPS requirements for that pollutant. The prior administration did not make such a 
finding for methane prior to regulating it under the source category. Further, regulating methane 
is redundant given the existing NSPS for volatile organic compounds (VOCs). Because the 
controls for VOCs also capture methane, standards for methane do not further reduce methane 
emissions from these segments of the industry and provide no additional public health protection. 
Oil and gas operators will still be required to reduce emissions of ozone-forming VOCs in the 
production and processing segment of the industry. In this final action, the Agency also removed 
the transmission and storage segment from the source category. The production and processing 
segments of the industry now make up the regulated source category, consistent with how the 
source category was listed under the CAA in 1979. The 2012 and 2016 rules erroneously 
interpreted the 1979 CAA listing to also include the transmission and storage segment. 
  



 In a separate, concurrent action, EPA amended Oil and Natural Gas NSPS in response to 
administrative petitions to reconsider certain aspects of the 2016 NSPS and implementation issues 
brought to the Agency’s attention after the 2016 rule was issued, including those related to leak 
detection and repair requirements. These targeted technical amendments streamline 
implementation of the rule and significantly reduce unnecessary burdens on domestic energy 
producers. The technical amendments streamline recordkeeping and reporting for fugitive 
emissions (leaks); exempt low production wells from fugitive monitoring and change monitoring 
frequency at gathering and boosting compressor stations from quarterly to semiannual monitoring; 
reduce duplication of some state requirements; and make it easier for the industry to apply to use 
new technologies to monitor for fugitive emissions. 
 
 Again, thank you again for your letter. I appreciate the opportunity to be of service and 
trust that the information provided is helpful. If you have further questions, please contact me or 
your staff may contact Karen Thundiyil in EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Relations at thundiyil.karen@epa.gov or at (202) 564-1142. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
       Anne L. Austin 
       Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator
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The Honorable Joe Neguse 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Congressman Neguse: 
 
 Thank you for your August 25, 2020, letter to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Administrator Andrew Wheeler regarding the amendments to the New Source Performance 
Standards (NSPS) for the Oil and Natural Gas Sector. The Administrator asked that I respond on 
his behalf.  
 
 On August 13, 2020, Administrator Wheeler announced two final rules for the oil and 
natural gas industry that bring the NSPS back into alignment with the Clean Air Act (CAA) and 
remove redundant requirements to reduce undue burden on domestic energy producers. The rules, 
which include both policy and technical amendments, maintain health and environmental 
protection from oil and gas sources that the Agency considers appropriate to regulate under the 
law.   
 
 The policy amendments rescind the NSPS for methane for the production and processing 
segments of the oil and natural gas industry. These amendments solidify EPA’s position that the 
CAA requires EPA to make a finding that a pollutant contributes significantly to air pollution 
before setting NSPS requirements for that pollutant. The prior administration did not make such a 
finding for methane prior to regulating it under the source category. Further, regulating methane 
is redundant given the existing NSPS for volatile organic compounds (VOCs). Because the 
controls for VOCs also capture methane, standards for methane do not further reduce methane 
emissions from these segments of the industry and provide no additional public health protection. 
Oil and gas operators will still be required to reduce emissions of ozone-forming VOCs in the 
production and processing segment of the industry. In this final action, the Agency also removed 
the transmission and storage segment from the source category. The production and processing 
segments of the industry now make up the regulated source category, consistent with how the 
source category was listed under the CAA in 1979. The 2012 and 2016 rules erroneously 
interpreted the 1979 CAA listing to also include the transmission and storage segment. 
  



 In a separate, concurrent action, EPA amended Oil and Natural Gas NSPS in response to 
administrative petitions to reconsider certain aspects of the 2016 NSPS and implementation issues 
brought to the Agency’s attention after the 2016 rule was issued, including those related to leak 
detection and repair requirements. These targeted technical amendments streamline 
implementation of the rule and significantly reduce unnecessary burdens on domestic energy 
producers. The technical amendments streamline recordkeeping and reporting for fugitive 
emissions (leaks); exempt low production wells from fugitive monitoring and change monitoring 
frequency at gathering and boosting compressor stations from quarterly to semiannual monitoring; 
reduce duplication of some state requirements; and make it easier for the industry to apply to use 
new technologies to monitor for fugitive emissions. 
 
 Again, thank you again for your letter. I appreciate the opportunity to be of service and 
trust that the information provided is helpful. If you have further questions, please contact me or 
your staff may contact Karen Thundiyil in EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Relations at thundiyil.karen@epa.gov or at (202) 564-1142. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
       Anne L. Austin 
       Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator
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The Honorable Steven Horsford 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Congressman Horsford: 
 
 Thank you for your August 25, 2020, letter to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Administrator Andrew Wheeler regarding the amendments to the New Source Performance 
Standards (NSPS) for the Oil and Natural Gas Sector. The Administrator asked that I respond on 
his behalf.  
 
 On August 13, 2020, Administrator Wheeler announced two final rules for the oil and 
natural gas industry that bring the NSPS back into alignment with the Clean Air Act (CAA) and 
remove redundant requirements to reduce undue burden on domestic energy producers. The rules, 
which include both policy and technical amendments, maintain health and environmental 
protection from oil and gas sources that the Agency considers appropriate to regulate under the 
law.   
 
 The policy amendments rescind the NSPS for methane for the production and processing 
segments of the oil and natural gas industry. These amendments solidify EPA’s position that the 
CAA requires EPA to make a finding that a pollutant contributes significantly to air pollution 
before setting NSPS requirements for that pollutant. The prior administration did not make such a 
finding for methane prior to regulating it under the source category. Further, regulating methane 
is redundant given the existing NSPS for volatile organic compounds (VOCs). Because the 
controls for VOCs also capture methane, standards for methane do not further reduce methane 
emissions from these segments of the industry and provide no additional public health protection. 
Oil and gas operators will still be required to reduce emissions of ozone-forming VOCs in the 
production and processing segment of the industry. In this final action, the Agency also removed 
the transmission and storage segment from the source category. The production and processing 
segments of the industry now make up the regulated source category, consistent with how the 
source category was listed under the CAA in 1979. The 2012 and 2016 rules erroneously 
interpreted the 1979 CAA listing to also include the transmission and storage segment. 
  



 In a separate, concurrent action, EPA amended Oil and Natural Gas NSPS in response to 
administrative petitions to reconsider certain aspects of the 2016 NSPS and implementation issues 
brought to the Agency’s attention after the 2016 rule was issued, including those related to leak 
detection and repair requirements. These targeted technical amendments streamline 
implementation of the rule and significantly reduce unnecessary burdens on domestic energy 
producers. The technical amendments streamline recordkeeping and reporting for fugitive 
emissions (leaks); exempt low production wells from fugitive monitoring and change monitoring 
frequency at gathering and boosting compressor stations from quarterly to semiannual monitoring; 
reduce duplication of some state requirements; and make it easier for the industry to apply to use 
new technologies to monitor for fugitive emissions. 
 
 Again, thank you again for your letter. I appreciate the opportunity to be of service and 
trust that the information provided is helpful. If you have further questions, please contact me or 
your staff may contact Karen Thundiyil in EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Relations at thundiyil.karen@epa.gov or at (202) 564-1142. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
       Anne L. Austin 
       Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator
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The Honorable Gregory Meeks 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Congressman Meeks: 
 
 Thank you for your August 25, 2020, letter to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Administrator Andrew Wheeler regarding the amendments to the New Source Performance 
Standards (NSPS) for the Oil and Natural Gas Sector. The Administrator asked that I respond on 
his behalf.  
 
 On August 13, 2020, Administrator Wheeler announced two final rules for the oil and 
natural gas industry that bring the NSPS back into alignment with the Clean Air Act (CAA) and 
remove redundant requirements to reduce undue burden on domestic energy producers. The rules, 
which include both policy and technical amendments, maintain health and environmental 
protection from oil and gas sources that the Agency considers appropriate to regulate under the 
law.   
 
 The policy amendments rescind the NSPS for methane for the production and processing 
segments of the oil and natural gas industry. These amendments solidify EPA’s position that the 
CAA requires EPA to make a finding that a pollutant contributes significantly to air pollution 
before setting NSPS requirements for that pollutant. The prior administration did not make such a 
finding for methane prior to regulating it under the source category. Further, regulating methane 
is redundant given the existing NSPS for volatile organic compounds (VOCs). Because the 
controls for VOCs also capture methane, standards for methane do not further reduce methane 
emissions from these segments of the industry and provide no additional public health protection. 
Oil and gas operators will still be required to reduce emissions of ozone-forming VOCs in the 
production and processing segment of the industry. In this final action, the Agency also removed 
the transmission and storage segment from the source category. The production and processing 
segments of the industry now make up the regulated source category, consistent with how the 
source category was listed under the CAA in 1979. The 2012 and 2016 rules erroneously 
interpreted the 1979 CAA listing to also include the transmission and storage segment. 
  



 In a separate, concurrent action, EPA amended Oil and Natural Gas NSPS in response to 
administrative petitions to reconsider certain aspects of the 2016 NSPS and implementation issues 
brought to the Agency’s attention after the 2016 rule was issued, including those related to leak 
detection and repair requirements. These targeted technical amendments streamline 
implementation of the rule and significantly reduce unnecessary burdens on domestic energy 
producers. The technical amendments streamline recordkeeping and reporting for fugitive 
emissions (leaks); exempt low production wells from fugitive monitoring and change monitoring 
frequency at gathering and boosting compressor stations from quarterly to semiannual monitoring; 
reduce duplication of some state requirements; and make it easier for the industry to apply to use 
new technologies to monitor for fugitive emissions. 
 
 Again, thank you again for your letter. I appreciate the opportunity to be of service and 
trust that the information provided is helpful. If you have further questions, please contact me or 
your staff may contact Karen Thundiyil in EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Relations at thundiyil.karen@epa.gov or at (202) 564-1142. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
       Anne L. Austin 
       Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator
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The Honorable Henry C. "Hank" Johnson, Jr. 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Congressman Johnson: 
 
 Thank you for your August 25, 2020, letter to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Administrator Andrew Wheeler regarding the amendments to the New Source Performance 
Standards (NSPS) for the Oil and Natural Gas Sector. The Administrator asked that I respond on 
his behalf.  
 
 On August 13, 2020, Administrator Wheeler announced two final rules for the oil and 
natural gas industry that bring the NSPS back into alignment with the Clean Air Act (CAA) and 
remove redundant requirements to reduce undue burden on domestic energy producers. The rules, 
which include both policy and technical amendments, maintain health and environmental 
protection from oil and gas sources that the Agency considers appropriate to regulate under the 
law.   
 
 The policy amendments rescind the NSPS for methane for the production and processing 
segments of the oil and natural gas industry. These amendments solidify EPA’s position that the 
CAA requires EPA to make a finding that a pollutant contributes significantly to air pollution 
before setting NSPS requirements for that pollutant. The prior administration did not make such a 
finding for methane prior to regulating it under the source category. Further, regulating methane 
is redundant given the existing NSPS for volatile organic compounds (VOCs). Because the 
controls for VOCs also capture methane, standards for methane do not further reduce methane 
emissions from these segments of the industry and provide no additional public health protection. 
Oil and gas operators will still be required to reduce emissions of ozone-forming VOCs in the 
production and processing segment of the industry. In this final action, the Agency also removed 
the transmission and storage segment from the source category. The production and processing 
segments of the industry now make up the regulated source category, consistent with how the 
source category was listed under the CAA in 1979. The 2012 and 2016 rules erroneously 
interpreted the 1979 CAA listing to also include the transmission and storage segment. 
  



 In a separate, concurrent action, EPA amended Oil and Natural Gas NSPS in response to 
administrative petitions to reconsider certain aspects of the 2016 NSPS and implementation issues 
brought to the Agency’s attention after the 2016 rule was issued, including those related to leak 
detection and repair requirements. These targeted technical amendments streamline 
implementation of the rule and significantly reduce unnecessary burdens on domestic energy 
producers. The technical amendments streamline recordkeeping and reporting for fugitive 
emissions (leaks); exempt low production wells from fugitive monitoring and change monitoring 
frequency at gathering and boosting compressor stations from quarterly to semiannual monitoring; 
reduce duplication of some state requirements; and make it easier for the industry to apply to use 
new technologies to monitor for fugitive emissions. 
 
 Again, thank you again for your letter. I appreciate the opportunity to be of service and 
trust that the information provided is helpful. If you have further questions, please contact me or 
your staff may contact Karen Thundiyil in EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Relations at thundiyil.karen@epa.gov or at (202) 564-1142. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
       Anne L. Austin 
       Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator
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The Honorable James P. McGovern 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Congressman McGovern: 
 
 Thank you for your August 25, 2020, letter to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Administrator Andrew Wheeler regarding the amendments to the New Source Performance 
Standards (NSPS) for the Oil and Natural Gas Sector. The Administrator asked that I respond on 
his behalf.  
 
 On August 13, 2020, Administrator Wheeler announced two final rules for the oil and 
natural gas industry that bring the NSPS back into alignment with the Clean Air Act (CAA) and 
remove redundant requirements to reduce undue burden on domestic energy producers. The rules, 
which include both policy and technical amendments, maintain health and environmental 
protection from oil and gas sources that the Agency considers appropriate to regulate under the 
law.   
 
 The policy amendments rescind the NSPS for methane for the production and processing 
segments of the oil and natural gas industry. These amendments solidify EPA’s position that the 
CAA requires EPA to make a finding that a pollutant contributes significantly to air pollution 
before setting NSPS requirements for that pollutant. The prior administration did not make such a 
finding for methane prior to regulating it under the source category. Further, regulating methane 
is redundant given the existing NSPS for volatile organic compounds (VOCs). Because the 
controls for VOCs also capture methane, standards for methane do not further reduce methane 
emissions from these segments of the industry and provide no additional public health protection. 
Oil and gas operators will still be required to reduce emissions of ozone-forming VOCs in the 
production and processing segment of the industry. In this final action, the Agency also removed 
the transmission and storage segment from the source category. The production and processing 
segments of the industry now make up the regulated source category, consistent with how the 
source category was listed under the CAA in 1979. The 2012 and 2016 rules erroneously 
interpreted the 1979 CAA listing to also include the transmission and storage segment. 
  



 In a separate, concurrent action, EPA amended Oil and Natural Gas NSPS in response to 
administrative petitions to reconsider certain aspects of the 2016 NSPS and implementation issues 
brought to the Agency’s attention after the 2016 rule was issued, including those related to leak 
detection and repair requirements. These targeted technical amendments streamline 
implementation of the rule and significantly reduce unnecessary burdens on domestic energy 
producers. The technical amendments streamline recordkeeping and reporting for fugitive 
emissions (leaks); exempt low production wells from fugitive monitoring and change monitoring 
frequency at gathering and boosting compressor stations from quarterly to semiannual monitoring; 
reduce duplication of some state requirements; and make it easier for the industry to apply to use 
new technologies to monitor for fugitive emissions. 
 
 Again, thank you again for your letter. I appreciate the opportunity to be of service and 
trust that the information provided is helpful. If you have further questions, please contact me or 
your staff may contact Karen Thundiyil in EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Relations at thundiyil.karen@epa.gov or at (202) 564-1142. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
       Anne L. Austin 
       Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator
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AIR AND RADIATION 
 
 
 
The Honorable Lucille Roybal-Allard 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Congresswoman Roybal-Allard: 
 
 Thank you for your August 25, 2020, letter to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Administrator Andrew Wheeler regarding the amendments to the New Source Performance 
Standards (NSPS) for the Oil and Natural Gas Sector. The Administrator asked that I respond on 
his behalf.  
 
 On August 13, 2020, Administrator Wheeler announced two final rules for the oil and 
natural gas industry that bring the NSPS back into alignment with the Clean Air Act (CAA) and 
remove redundant requirements to reduce undue burden on domestic energy producers. The rules, 
which include both policy and technical amendments, maintain health and environmental 
protection from oil and gas sources that the Agency considers appropriate to regulate under the 
law.   
 
 The policy amendments rescind the NSPS for methane for the production and processing 
segments of the oil and natural gas industry. These amendments solidify EPA’s position that the 
CAA requires EPA to make a finding that a pollutant contributes significantly to air pollution 
before setting NSPS requirements for that pollutant. The prior administration did not make such a 
finding for methane prior to regulating it under the source category. Further, regulating methane 
is redundant given the existing NSPS for volatile organic compounds (VOCs). Because the 
controls for VOCs also capture methane, standards for methane do not further reduce methane 
emissions from these segments of the industry and provide no additional public health protection. 
Oil and gas operators will still be required to reduce emissions of ozone-forming VOCs in the 
production and processing segment of the industry. In this final action, the Agency also removed 
the transmission and storage segment from the source category. The production and processing 
segments of the industry now make up the regulated source category, consistent with how the 
source category was listed under the CAA in 1979. The 2012 and 2016 rules erroneously 
interpreted the 1979 CAA listing to also include the transmission and storage segment. 
  



 In a separate, concurrent action, EPA amended Oil and Natural Gas NSPS in response to 
administrative petitions to reconsider certain aspects of the 2016 NSPS and implementation issues 
brought to the Agency’s attention after the 2016 rule was issued, including those related to leak 
detection and repair requirements. These targeted technical amendments streamline 
implementation of the rule and significantly reduce unnecessary burdens on domestic energy 
producers. The technical amendments streamline recordkeeping and reporting for fugitive 
emissions (leaks); exempt low production wells from fugitive monitoring and change monitoring 
frequency at gathering and boosting compressor stations from quarterly to semiannual monitoring; 
reduce duplication of some state requirements; and make it easier for the industry to apply to use 
new technologies to monitor for fugitive emissions. 
 
 Again, thank you again for your letter. I appreciate the opportunity to be of service and 
trust that the information provided is helpful. If you have further questions, please contact me or 
your staff may contact Karen Thundiyil in EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Relations at thundiyil.karen@epa.gov or at (202) 564-1142. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
       Anne L. Austin 
       Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator
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AIR AND RADIATION 
 
 
 
The Honorable Chrissy Houlahan 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Congresswoman Houlahan: 
 
 Thank you for your August 25, 2020, letter to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Administrator Andrew Wheeler regarding the amendments to the New Source Performance 
Standards (NSPS) for the Oil and Natural Gas Sector. The Administrator asked that I respond on 
his behalf.  
 
 On August 13, 2020, Administrator Wheeler announced two final rules for the oil and 
natural gas industry that bring the NSPS back into alignment with the Clean Air Act (CAA) and 
remove redundant requirements to reduce undue burden on domestic energy producers. The rules, 
which include both policy and technical amendments, maintain health and environmental 
protection from oil and gas sources that the Agency considers appropriate to regulate under the 
law.   
 
 The policy amendments rescind the NSPS for methane for the production and processing 
segments of the oil and natural gas industry. These amendments solidify EPA’s position that the 
CAA requires EPA to make a finding that a pollutant contributes significantly to air pollution 
before setting NSPS requirements for that pollutant. The prior administration did not make such a 
finding for methane prior to regulating it under the source category. Further, regulating methane 
is redundant given the existing NSPS for volatile organic compounds (VOCs). Because the 
controls for VOCs also capture methane, standards for methane do not further reduce methane 
emissions from these segments of the industry and provide no additional public health protection. 
Oil and gas operators will still be required to reduce emissions of ozone-forming VOCs in the 
production and processing segment of the industry. In this final action, the Agency also removed 
the transmission and storage segment from the source category. The production and processing 
segments of the industry now make up the regulated source category, consistent with how the 
source category was listed under the CAA in 1979. The 2012 and 2016 rules erroneously 
interpreted the 1979 CAA listing to also include the transmission and storage segment. 
  



 In a separate, concurrent action, EPA amended Oil and Natural Gas NSPS in response to 
administrative petitions to reconsider certain aspects of the 2016 NSPS and implementation issues 
brought to the Agency’s attention after the 2016 rule was issued, including those related to leak 
detection and repair requirements. These targeted technical amendments streamline 
implementation of the rule and significantly reduce unnecessary burdens on domestic energy 
producers. The technical amendments streamline recordkeeping and reporting for fugitive 
emissions (leaks); exempt low production wells from fugitive monitoring and change monitoring 
frequency at gathering and boosting compressor stations from quarterly to semiannual monitoring; 
reduce duplication of some state requirements; and make it easier for the industry to apply to use 
new technologies to monitor for fugitive emissions. 
 
 Again, thank you again for your letter. I appreciate the opportunity to be of service and 
trust that the information provided is helpful. If you have further questions, please contact me or 
your staff may contact Karen Thundiyil in EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Relations at thundiyil.karen@epa.gov or at (202) 564-1142. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
       Anne L. Austin 
       Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator
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AIR AND RADIATION 
 
 
 
The Honorable Jesús G. "Chuy" García 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Congressman García: 
 
 Thank you for your August 25, 2020, letter to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Administrator Andrew Wheeler regarding the amendments to the New Source Performance 
Standards (NSPS) for the Oil and Natural Gas Sector. The Administrator asked that I respond on 
his behalf.  
 
 On August 13, 2020, Administrator Wheeler announced two final rules for the oil and 
natural gas industry that bring the NSPS back into alignment with the Clean Air Act (CAA) and 
remove redundant requirements to reduce undue burden on domestic energy producers. The rules, 
which include both policy and technical amendments, maintain health and environmental 
protection from oil and gas sources that the Agency considers appropriate to regulate under the 
law.   
 
 The policy amendments rescind the NSPS for methane for the production and processing 
segments of the oil and natural gas industry. These amendments solidify EPA’s position that the 
CAA requires EPA to make a finding that a pollutant contributes significantly to air pollution 
before setting NSPS requirements for that pollutant. The prior administration did not make such a 
finding for methane prior to regulating it under the source category. Further, regulating methane 
is redundant given the existing NSPS for volatile organic compounds (VOCs). Because the 
controls for VOCs also capture methane, standards for methane do not further reduce methane 
emissions from these segments of the industry and provide no additional public health protection. 
Oil and gas operators will still be required to reduce emissions of ozone-forming VOCs in the 
production and processing segment of the industry. In this final action, the Agency also removed 
the transmission and storage segment from the source category. The production and processing 
segments of the industry now make up the regulated source category, consistent with how the 
source category was listed under the CAA in 1979. The 2012 and 2016 rules erroneously 
interpreted the 1979 CAA listing to also include the transmission and storage segment. 
  



 In a separate, concurrent action, EPA amended Oil and Natural Gas NSPS in response to 
administrative petitions to reconsider certain aspects of the 2016 NSPS and implementation issues 
brought to the Agency’s attention after the 2016 rule was issued, including those related to leak 
detection and repair requirements. These targeted technical amendments streamline 
implementation of the rule and significantly reduce unnecessary burdens on domestic energy 
producers. The technical amendments streamline recordkeeping and reporting for fugitive 
emissions (leaks); exempt low production wells from fugitive monitoring and change monitoring 
frequency at gathering and boosting compressor stations from quarterly to semiannual monitoring; 
reduce duplication of some state requirements; and make it easier for the industry to apply to use 
new technologies to monitor for fugitive emissions. 
 
 Again, thank you again for your letter. I appreciate the opportunity to be of service and 
trust that the information provided is helpful. If you have further questions, please contact me or 
your staff may contact Karen Thundiyil in EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Relations at thundiyil.karen@epa.gov or at (202) 564-1142. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
       Anne L. Austin 
       Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator
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The Honorable Donald S. Beyer, Jr. 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Congressman Beyer: 
 
 Thank you for your August 25, 2020, letter to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Administrator Andrew Wheeler regarding the amendments to the New Source Performance 
Standards (NSPS) for the Oil and Natural Gas Sector. The Administrator asked that I respond on 
his behalf.  
 
 On August 13, 2020, Administrator Wheeler announced two final rules for the oil and 
natural gas industry that bring the NSPS back into alignment with the Clean Air Act (CAA) and 
remove redundant requirements to reduce undue burden on domestic energy producers. The rules, 
which include both policy and technical amendments, maintain health and environmental 
protection from oil and gas sources that the Agency considers appropriate to regulate under the 
law.   
 
 The policy amendments rescind the NSPS for methane for the production and processing 
segments of the oil and natural gas industry. These amendments solidify EPA’s position that the 
CAA requires EPA to make a finding that a pollutant contributes significantly to air pollution 
before setting NSPS requirements for that pollutant. The prior administration did not make such a 
finding for methane prior to regulating it under the source category. Further, regulating methane 
is redundant given the existing NSPS for volatile organic compounds (VOCs). Because the 
controls for VOCs also capture methane, standards for methane do not further reduce methane 
emissions from these segments of the industry and provide no additional public health protection. 
Oil and gas operators will still be required to reduce emissions of ozone-forming VOCs in the 
production and processing segment of the industry. In this final action, the Agency also removed 
the transmission and storage segment from the source category. The production and processing 
segments of the industry now make up the regulated source category, consistent with how the 
source category was listed under the CAA in 1979. The 2012 and 2016 rules erroneously 
interpreted the 1979 CAA listing to also include the transmission and storage segment. 
  



 In a separate, concurrent action, EPA amended Oil and Natural Gas NSPS in response to 
administrative petitions to reconsider certain aspects of the 2016 NSPS and implementation issues 
brought to the Agency’s attention after the 2016 rule was issued, including those related to leak 
detection and repair requirements. These targeted technical amendments streamline 
implementation of the rule and significantly reduce unnecessary burdens on domestic energy 
producers. The technical amendments streamline recordkeeping and reporting for fugitive 
emissions (leaks); exempt low production wells from fugitive monitoring and change monitoring 
frequency at gathering and boosting compressor stations from quarterly to semiannual monitoring; 
reduce duplication of some state requirements; and make it easier for the industry to apply to use 
new technologies to monitor for fugitive emissions. 
 
 Again, thank you again for your letter. I appreciate the opportunity to be of service and 
trust that the information provided is helpful. If you have further questions, please contact me or 
your staff may contact Karen Thundiyil in EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Relations at thundiyil.karen@epa.gov or at (202) 564-1142. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
       Anne L. Austin 
       Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator
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The Honorable Tony Cárdenas 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Congressman Cárdenas: 
 
 Thank you for your August 25, 2020, letter to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Administrator Andrew Wheeler regarding the amendments to the New Source Performance 
Standards (NSPS) for the Oil and Natural Gas Sector. The Administrator asked that I respond on 
his behalf.  
 
 On August 13, 2020, Administrator Wheeler announced two final rules for the oil and 
natural gas industry that bring the NSPS back into alignment with the Clean Air Act (CAA) and 
remove redundant requirements to reduce undue burden on domestic energy producers. The rules, 
which include both policy and technical amendments, maintain health and environmental 
protection from oil and gas sources that the Agency considers appropriate to regulate under the 
law.   
 
 The policy amendments rescind the NSPS for methane for the production and processing 
segments of the oil and natural gas industry. These amendments solidify EPA’s position that the 
CAA requires EPA to make a finding that a pollutant contributes significantly to air pollution 
before setting NSPS requirements for that pollutant. The prior administration did not make such a 
finding for methane prior to regulating it under the source category. Further, regulating methane 
is redundant given the existing NSPS for volatile organic compounds (VOCs). Because the 
controls for VOCs also capture methane, standards for methane do not further reduce methane 
emissions from these segments of the industry and provide no additional public health protection. 
Oil and gas operators will still be required to reduce emissions of ozone-forming VOCs in the 
production and processing segment of the industry. In this final action, the Agency also removed 
the transmission and storage segment from the source category. The production and processing 
segments of the industry now make up the regulated source category, consistent with how the 
source category was listed under the CAA in 1979. The 2012 and 2016 rules erroneously 
interpreted the 1979 CAA listing to also include the transmission and storage segment. 
  



 In a separate, concurrent action, EPA amended Oil and Natural Gas NSPS in response to 
administrative petitions to reconsider certain aspects of the 2016 NSPS and implementation issues 
brought to the Agency’s attention after the 2016 rule was issued, including those related to leak 
detection and repair requirements. These targeted technical amendments streamline 
implementation of the rule and significantly reduce unnecessary burdens on domestic energy 
producers. The technical amendments streamline recordkeeping and reporting for fugitive 
emissions (leaks); exempt low production wells from fugitive monitoring and change monitoring 
frequency at gathering and boosting compressor stations from quarterly to semiannual monitoring; 
reduce duplication of some state requirements; and make it easier for the industry to apply to use 
new technologies to monitor for fugitive emissions. 
 
 Again, thank you again for your letter. I appreciate the opportunity to be of service and 
trust that the information provided is helpful. If you have further questions, please contact me or 
your staff may contact Karen Thundiyil in EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Relations at thundiyil.karen@epa.gov or at (202) 564-1142. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
       Anne L. Austin 
       Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator
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The Honorable Ed Case 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Congressman Case: 
 
 Thank you for your August 25, 2020, letter to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Administrator Andrew Wheeler regarding the amendments to the New Source Performance 
Standards (NSPS) for the Oil and Natural Gas Sector. The Administrator asked that I respond on 
his behalf.  
 
 On August 13, 2020, Administrator Wheeler announced two final rules for the oil and 
natural gas industry that bring the NSPS back into alignment with the Clean Air Act (CAA) and 
remove redundant requirements to reduce undue burden on domestic energy producers. The rules, 
which include both policy and technical amendments, maintain health and environmental 
protection from oil and gas sources that the Agency considers appropriate to regulate under the 
law.   
 
 The policy amendments rescind the NSPS for methane for the production and processing 
segments of the oil and natural gas industry. These amendments solidify EPA’s position that the 
CAA requires EPA to make a finding that a pollutant contributes significantly to air pollution 
before setting NSPS requirements for that pollutant. The prior administration did not make such a 
finding for methane prior to regulating it under the source category. Further, regulating methane 
is redundant given the existing NSPS for volatile organic compounds (VOCs). Because the 
controls for VOCs also capture methane, standards for methane do not further reduce methane 
emissions from these segments of the industry and provide no additional public health protection. 
Oil and gas operators will still be required to reduce emissions of ozone-forming VOCs in the 
production and processing segment of the industry. In this final action, the Agency also removed 
the transmission and storage segment from the source category. The production and processing 
segments of the industry now make up the regulated source category, consistent with how the 
source category was listed under the CAA in 1979. The 2012 and 2016 rules erroneously 
interpreted the 1979 CAA listing to also include the transmission and storage segment. 
  



 In a separate, concurrent action, EPA amended Oil and Natural Gas NSPS in response to 
administrative petitions to reconsider certain aspects of the 2016 NSPS and implementation issues 
brought to the Agency’s attention after the 2016 rule was issued, including those related to leak 
detection and repair requirements. These targeted technical amendments streamline 
implementation of the rule and significantly reduce unnecessary burdens on domestic energy 
producers. The technical amendments streamline recordkeeping and reporting for fugitive 
emissions (leaks); exempt low production wells from fugitive monitoring and change monitoring 
frequency at gathering and boosting compressor stations from quarterly to semiannual monitoring; 
reduce duplication of some state requirements; and make it easier for the industry to apply to use 
new technologies to monitor for fugitive emissions. 
 
 Again, thank you again for your letter. I appreciate the opportunity to be of service and 
trust that the information provided is helpful. If you have further questions, please contact me or 
your staff may contact Karen Thundiyil in EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Relations at thundiyil.karen@epa.gov or at (202) 564-1142. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
       Anne L. Austin 
       Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator
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The Honorable Bill Foster 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Congressman Foster: 
 
 Thank you for your August 25, 2020, letter to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Administrator Andrew Wheeler regarding the amendments to the New Source Performance 
Standards (NSPS) for the Oil and Natural Gas Sector. The Administrator asked that I respond on 
his behalf.  
 
 On August 13, 2020, Administrator Wheeler announced two final rules for the oil and 
natural gas industry that bring the NSPS back into alignment with the Clean Air Act (CAA) and 
remove redundant requirements to reduce undue burden on domestic energy producers. The rules, 
which include both policy and technical amendments, maintain health and environmental 
protection from oil and gas sources that the Agency considers appropriate to regulate under the 
law.   
 
 The policy amendments rescind the NSPS for methane for the production and processing 
segments of the oil and natural gas industry. These amendments solidify EPA’s position that the 
CAA requires EPA to make a finding that a pollutant contributes significantly to air pollution 
before setting NSPS requirements for that pollutant. The prior administration did not make such a 
finding for methane prior to regulating it under the source category. Further, regulating methane 
is redundant given the existing NSPS for volatile organic compounds (VOCs). Because the 
controls for VOCs also capture methane, standards for methane do not further reduce methane 
emissions from these segments of the industry and provide no additional public health protection. 
Oil and gas operators will still be required to reduce emissions of ozone-forming VOCs in the 
production and processing segment of the industry. In this final action, the Agency also removed 
the transmission and storage segment from the source category. The production and processing 
segments of the industry now make up the regulated source category, consistent with how the 
source category was listed under the CAA in 1979. The 2012 and 2016 rules erroneously 
interpreted the 1979 CAA listing to also include the transmission and storage segment. 
  



 In a separate, concurrent action, EPA amended Oil and Natural Gas NSPS in response to 
administrative petitions to reconsider certain aspects of the 2016 NSPS and implementation issues 
brought to the Agency’s attention after the 2016 rule was issued, including those related to leak 
detection and repair requirements. These targeted technical amendments streamline 
implementation of the rule and significantly reduce unnecessary burdens on domestic energy 
producers. The technical amendments streamline recordkeeping and reporting for fugitive 
emissions (leaks); exempt low production wells from fugitive monitoring and change monitoring 
frequency at gathering and boosting compressor stations from quarterly to semiannual monitoring; 
reduce duplication of some state requirements; and make it easier for the industry to apply to use 
new technologies to monitor for fugitive emissions. 
 
 Again, thank you again for your letter. I appreciate the opportunity to be of service and 
trust that the information provided is helpful. If you have further questions, please contact me or 
your staff may contact Karen Thundiyil in EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Relations at thundiyil.karen@epa.gov or at (202) 564-1142. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
       Anne L. Austin 
       Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator
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The Honorable Robert C. "Bobby" Scott 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Congressman Scott: 
 
 Thank you for your August 25, 2020, letter to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Administrator Andrew Wheeler regarding the amendments to the New Source Performance 
Standards (NSPS) for the Oil and Natural Gas Sector. The Administrator asked that I respond on 
his behalf.  
 
 On August 13, 2020, Administrator Wheeler announced two final rules for the oil and 
natural gas industry that bring the NSPS back into alignment with the Clean Air Act (CAA) and 
remove redundant requirements to reduce undue burden on domestic energy producers. The rules, 
which include both policy and technical amendments, maintain health and environmental 
protection from oil and gas sources that the Agency considers appropriate to regulate under the 
law.   
 
 The policy amendments rescind the NSPS for methane for the production and processing 
segments of the oil and natural gas industry. These amendments solidify EPA’s position that the 
CAA requires EPA to make a finding that a pollutant contributes significantly to air pollution 
before setting NSPS requirements for that pollutant. The prior administration did not make such a 
finding for methane prior to regulating it under the source category. Further, regulating methane 
is redundant given the existing NSPS for volatile organic compounds (VOCs). Because the 
controls for VOCs also capture methane, standards for methane do not further reduce methane 
emissions from these segments of the industry and provide no additional public health protection. 
Oil and gas operators will still be required to reduce emissions of ozone-forming VOCs in the 
production and processing segment of the industry. In this final action, the Agency also removed 
the transmission and storage segment from the source category. The production and processing 
segments of the industry now make up the regulated source category, consistent with how the 
source category was listed under the CAA in 1979. The 2012 and 2016 rules erroneously 
interpreted the 1979 CAA listing to also include the transmission and storage segment. 
  



 In a separate, concurrent action, EPA amended Oil and Natural Gas NSPS in response to 
administrative petitions to reconsider certain aspects of the 2016 NSPS and implementation issues 
brought to the Agency’s attention after the 2016 rule was issued, including those related to leak 
detection and repair requirements. These targeted technical amendments streamline 
implementation of the rule and significantly reduce unnecessary burdens on domestic energy 
producers. The technical amendments streamline recordkeeping and reporting for fugitive 
emissions (leaks); exempt low production wells from fugitive monitoring and change monitoring 
frequency at gathering and boosting compressor stations from quarterly to semiannual monitoring; 
reduce duplication of some state requirements; and make it easier for the industry to apply to use 
new technologies to monitor for fugitive emissions. 
 
 Again, thank you again for your letter. I appreciate the opportunity to be of service and 
trust that the information provided is helpful. If you have further questions, please contact me or 
your staff may contact Karen Thundiyil in EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Relations at thundiyil.karen@epa.gov or at (202) 564-1142. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
       Anne L. Austin 
       Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator
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The Honorable Steve Cohen 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Congressman Cohen: 
 
 Thank you for your August 25, 2020, letter to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Administrator Andrew Wheeler regarding the amendments to the New Source Performance 
Standards (NSPS) for the Oil and Natural Gas Sector. The Administrator asked that I respond on 
his behalf.  
 
 On August 13, 2020, Administrator Wheeler announced two final rules for the oil and 
natural gas industry that bring the NSPS back into alignment with the Clean Air Act (CAA) and 
remove redundant requirements to reduce undue burden on domestic energy producers. The rules, 
which include both policy and technical amendments, maintain health and environmental 
protection from oil and gas sources that the Agency considers appropriate to regulate under the 
law.   
 
 The policy amendments rescind the NSPS for methane for the production and processing 
segments of the oil and natural gas industry. These amendments solidify EPA’s position that the 
CAA requires EPA to make a finding that a pollutant contributes significantly to air pollution 
before setting NSPS requirements for that pollutant. The prior administration did not make such a 
finding for methane prior to regulating it under the source category. Further, regulating methane 
is redundant given the existing NSPS for volatile organic compounds (VOCs). Because the 
controls for VOCs also capture methane, standards for methane do not further reduce methane 
emissions from these segments of the industry and provide no additional public health protection. 
Oil and gas operators will still be required to reduce emissions of ozone-forming VOCs in the 
production and processing segment of the industry. In this final action, the Agency also removed 
the transmission and storage segment from the source category. The production and processing 
segments of the industry now make up the regulated source category, consistent with how the 
source category was listed under the CAA in 1979. The 2012 and 2016 rules erroneously 
interpreted the 1979 CAA listing to also include the transmission and storage segment. 
  



 In a separate, concurrent action, EPA amended Oil and Natural Gas NSPS in response to 
administrative petitions to reconsider certain aspects of the 2016 NSPS and implementation issues 
brought to the Agency’s attention after the 2016 rule was issued, including those related to leak 
detection and repair requirements. These targeted technical amendments streamline 
implementation of the rule and significantly reduce unnecessary burdens on domestic energy 
producers. The technical amendments streamline recordkeeping and reporting for fugitive 
emissions (leaks); exempt low production wells from fugitive monitoring and change monitoring 
frequency at gathering and boosting compressor stations from quarterly to semiannual monitoring; 
reduce duplication of some state requirements; and make it easier for the industry to apply to use 
new technologies to monitor for fugitive emissions. 
 
 Again, thank you again for your letter. I appreciate the opportunity to be of service and 
trust that the information provided is helpful. If you have further questions, please contact me or 
your staff may contact Karen Thundiyil in EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Relations at thundiyil.karen@epa.gov or at (202) 564-1142. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
       Anne L. Austin 
       Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator
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The Honorable Mark Takano 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Congressman Takano: 
 
 Thank you for your August 25, 2020, letter to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Administrator Andrew Wheeler regarding the amendments to the New Source Performance 
Standards (NSPS) for the Oil and Natural Gas Sector. The Administrator asked that I respond on 
his behalf.  
 
 On August 13, 2020, Administrator Wheeler announced two final rules for the oil and 
natural gas industry that bring the NSPS back into alignment with the Clean Air Act (CAA) and 
remove redundant requirements to reduce undue burden on domestic energy producers. The rules, 
which include both policy and technical amendments, maintain health and environmental 
protection from oil and gas sources that the Agency considers appropriate to regulate under the 
law.   
 
 The policy amendments rescind the NSPS for methane for the production and processing 
segments of the oil and natural gas industry. These amendments solidify EPA’s position that the 
CAA requires EPA to make a finding that a pollutant contributes significantly to air pollution 
before setting NSPS requirements for that pollutant. The prior administration did not make such a 
finding for methane prior to regulating it under the source category. Further, regulating methane 
is redundant given the existing NSPS for volatile organic compounds (VOCs). Because the 
controls for VOCs also capture methane, standards for methane do not further reduce methane 
emissions from these segments of the industry and provide no additional public health protection. 
Oil and gas operators will still be required to reduce emissions of ozone-forming VOCs in the 
production and processing segment of the industry. In this final action, the Agency also removed 
the transmission and storage segment from the source category. The production and processing 
segments of the industry now make up the regulated source category, consistent with how the 
source category was listed under the CAA in 1979. The 2012 and 2016 rules erroneously 
interpreted the 1979 CAA listing to also include the transmission and storage segment. 
  



 In a separate, concurrent action, EPA amended Oil and Natural Gas NSPS in response to 
administrative petitions to reconsider certain aspects of the 2016 NSPS and implementation issues 
brought to the Agency’s attention after the 2016 rule was issued, including those related to leak 
detection and repair requirements. These targeted technical amendments streamline 
implementation of the rule and significantly reduce unnecessary burdens on domestic energy 
producers. The technical amendments streamline recordkeeping and reporting for fugitive 
emissions (leaks); exempt low production wells from fugitive monitoring and change monitoring 
frequency at gathering and boosting compressor stations from quarterly to semiannual monitoring; 
reduce duplication of some state requirements; and make it easier for the industry to apply to use 
new technologies to monitor for fugitive emissions. 
 
 Again, thank you again for your letter. I appreciate the opportunity to be of service and 
trust that the information provided is helpful. If you have further questions, please contact me or 
your staff may contact Karen Thundiyil in EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Relations at thundiyil.karen@epa.gov or at (202) 564-1142. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
       Anne L. Austin 
       Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator
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The Honorable Richard E. Neal 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Congressman Neal: 
 
 Thank you for your August 25, 2020, letter to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Administrator Andrew Wheeler regarding the amendments to the New Source Performance 
Standards (NSPS) for the Oil and Natural Gas Sector. The Administrator asked that I respond on 
his behalf.  
 
 On August 13, 2020, Administrator Wheeler announced two final rules for the oil and 
natural gas industry that bring the NSPS back into alignment with the Clean Air Act (CAA) and 
remove redundant requirements to reduce undue burden on domestic energy producers. The rules, 
which include both policy and technical amendments, maintain health and environmental 
protection from oil and gas sources that the Agency considers appropriate to regulate under the 
law.   
 
 The policy amendments rescind the NSPS for methane for the production and processing 
segments of the oil and natural gas industry. These amendments solidify EPA’s position that the 
CAA requires EPA to make a finding that a pollutant contributes significantly to air pollution 
before setting NSPS requirements for that pollutant. The prior administration did not make such a 
finding for methane prior to regulating it under the source category. Further, regulating methane 
is redundant given the existing NSPS for volatile organic compounds (VOCs). Because the 
controls for VOCs also capture methane, standards for methane do not further reduce methane 
emissions from these segments of the industry and provide no additional public health protection. 
Oil and gas operators will still be required to reduce emissions of ozone-forming VOCs in the 
production and processing segment of the industry. In this final action, the Agency also removed 
the transmission and storage segment from the source category. The production and processing 
segments of the industry now make up the regulated source category, consistent with how the 
source category was listed under the CAA in 1979. The 2012 and 2016 rules erroneously 
interpreted the 1979 CAA listing to also include the transmission and storage segment. 
  



 In a separate, concurrent action, EPA amended Oil and Natural Gas NSPS in response to 
administrative petitions to reconsider certain aspects of the 2016 NSPS and implementation issues 
brought to the Agency’s attention after the 2016 rule was issued, including those related to leak 
detection and repair requirements. These targeted technical amendments streamline 
implementation of the rule and significantly reduce unnecessary burdens on domestic energy 
producers. The technical amendments streamline recordkeeping and reporting for fugitive 
emissions (leaks); exempt low production wells from fugitive monitoring and change monitoring 
frequency at gathering and boosting compressor stations from quarterly to semiannual monitoring; 
reduce duplication of some state requirements; and make it easier for the industry to apply to use 
new technologies to monitor for fugitive emissions. 
 
 Again, thank you again for your letter. I appreciate the opportunity to be of service and 
trust that the information provided is helpful. If you have further questions, please contact me or 
your staff may contact Karen Thundiyil in EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Relations at thundiyil.karen@epa.gov or at (202) 564-1142. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
       Anne L. Austin 
       Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator
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The Honorable John B. Larson 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Congressman Larson: 
 
 Thank you for your August 25, 2020, letter to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Administrator Andrew Wheeler regarding the amendments to the New Source Performance 
Standards (NSPS) for the Oil and Natural Gas Sector. The Administrator asked that I respond on 
his behalf.  
 
 On August 13, 2020, Administrator Wheeler announced two final rules for the oil and 
natural gas industry that bring the NSPS back into alignment with the Clean Air Act (CAA) and 
remove redundant requirements to reduce undue burden on domestic energy producers. The rules, 
which include both policy and technical amendments, maintain health and environmental 
protection from oil and gas sources that the Agency considers appropriate to regulate under the 
law.   
 
 The policy amendments rescind the NSPS for methane for the production and processing 
segments of the oil and natural gas industry. These amendments solidify EPA’s position that the 
CAA requires EPA to make a finding that a pollutant contributes significantly to air pollution 
before setting NSPS requirements for that pollutant. The prior administration did not make such a 
finding for methane prior to regulating it under the source category. Further, regulating methane 
is redundant given the existing NSPS for volatile organic compounds (VOCs). Because the 
controls for VOCs also capture methane, standards for methane do not further reduce methane 
emissions from these segments of the industry and provide no additional public health protection. 
Oil and gas operators will still be required to reduce emissions of ozone-forming VOCs in the 
production and processing segment of the industry. In this final action, the Agency also removed 
the transmission and storage segment from the source category. The production and processing 
segments of the industry now make up the regulated source category, consistent with how the 
source category was listed under the CAA in 1979. The 2012 and 2016 rules erroneously 
interpreted the 1979 CAA listing to also include the transmission and storage segment. 
  



 In a separate, concurrent action, EPA amended Oil and Natural Gas NSPS in response to 
administrative petitions to reconsider certain aspects of the 2016 NSPS and implementation issues 
brought to the Agency’s attention after the 2016 rule was issued, including those related to leak 
detection and repair requirements. These targeted technical amendments streamline 
implementation of the rule and significantly reduce unnecessary burdens on domestic energy 
producers. The technical amendments streamline recordkeeping and reporting for fugitive 
emissions (leaks); exempt low production wells from fugitive monitoring and change monitoring 
frequency at gathering and boosting compressor stations from quarterly to semiannual monitoring; 
reduce duplication of some state requirements; and make it easier for the industry to apply to use 
new technologies to monitor for fugitive emissions. 
 
 Again, thank you again for your letter. I appreciate the opportunity to be of service and 
trust that the information provided is helpful. If you have further questions, please contact me or 
your staff may contact Karen Thundiyil in EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Relations at thundiyil.karen@epa.gov or at (202) 564-1142. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
       Anne L. Austin 
       Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator
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The Honorable Haley M. Stevens 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Congresswoman Stevens: 
 
 Thank you for your August 25, 2020, letter to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Administrator Andrew Wheeler regarding the amendments to the New Source Performance 
Standards (NSPS) for the Oil and Natural Gas Sector. The Administrator asked that I respond on 
his behalf.  
 
 On August 13, 2020, Administrator Wheeler announced two final rules for the oil and 
natural gas industry that bring the NSPS back into alignment with the Clean Air Act (CAA) and 
remove redundant requirements to reduce undue burden on domestic energy producers. The rules, 
which include both policy and technical amendments, maintain health and environmental 
protection from oil and gas sources that the Agency considers appropriate to regulate under the 
law.   
 
 The policy amendments rescind the NSPS for methane for the production and processing 
segments of the oil and natural gas industry. These amendments solidify EPA’s position that the 
CAA requires EPA to make a finding that a pollutant contributes significantly to air pollution 
before setting NSPS requirements for that pollutant. The prior administration did not make such a 
finding for methane prior to regulating it under the source category. Further, regulating methane 
is redundant given the existing NSPS for volatile organic compounds (VOCs). Because the 
controls for VOCs also capture methane, standards for methane do not further reduce methane 
emissions from these segments of the industry and provide no additional public health protection. 
Oil and gas operators will still be required to reduce emissions of ozone-forming VOCs in the 
production and processing segment of the industry. In this final action, the Agency also removed 
the transmission and storage segment from the source category. The production and processing 
segments of the industry now make up the regulated source category, consistent with how the 
source category was listed under the CAA in 1979. The 2012 and 2016 rules erroneously 
interpreted the 1979 CAA listing to also include the transmission and storage segment. 
  



 In a separate, concurrent action, EPA amended Oil and Natural Gas NSPS in response to 
administrative petitions to reconsider certain aspects of the 2016 NSPS and implementation issues 
brought to the Agency’s attention after the 2016 rule was issued, including those related to leak 
detection and repair requirements. These targeted technical amendments streamline 
implementation of the rule and significantly reduce unnecessary burdens on domestic energy 
producers. The technical amendments streamline recordkeeping and reporting for fugitive 
emissions (leaks); exempt low production wells from fugitive monitoring and change monitoring 
frequency at gathering and boosting compressor stations from quarterly to semiannual monitoring; 
reduce duplication of some state requirements; and make it easier for the industry to apply to use 
new technologies to monitor for fugitive emissions. 
 
 Again, thank you again for your letter. I appreciate the opportunity to be of service and 
trust that the information provided is helpful. If you have further questions, please contact me or 
your staff may contact Karen Thundiyil in EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Relations at thundiyil.karen@epa.gov or at (202) 564-1142. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
       Anne L. Austin 
       Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator
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The Honorable Mary Gay Scanlon 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Congresswoman Scanlon: 
 
 Thank you for your August 25, 2020, letter to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Administrator Andrew Wheeler regarding the amendments to the New Source Performance 
Standards (NSPS) for the Oil and Natural Gas Sector. The Administrator asked that I respond on 
his behalf.  
 
 On August 13, 2020, Administrator Wheeler announced two final rules for the oil and 
natural gas industry that bring the NSPS back into alignment with the Clean Air Act (CAA) and 
remove redundant requirements to reduce undue burden on domestic energy producers. The rules, 
which include both policy and technical amendments, maintain health and environmental 
protection from oil and gas sources that the Agency considers appropriate to regulate under the 
law.   
 
 The policy amendments rescind the NSPS for methane for the production and processing 
segments of the oil and natural gas industry. These amendments solidify EPA’s position that the 
CAA requires EPA to make a finding that a pollutant contributes significantly to air pollution 
before setting NSPS requirements for that pollutant. The prior administration did not make such a 
finding for methane prior to regulating it under the source category. Further, regulating methane 
is redundant given the existing NSPS for volatile organic compounds (VOCs). Because the 
controls for VOCs also capture methane, standards for methane do not further reduce methane 
emissions from these segments of the industry and provide no additional public health protection. 
Oil and gas operators will still be required to reduce emissions of ozone-forming VOCs in the 
production and processing segment of the industry. In this final action, the Agency also removed 
the transmission and storage segment from the source category. The production and processing 
segments of the industry now make up the regulated source category, consistent with how the 
source category was listed under the CAA in 1979. The 2012 and 2016 rules erroneously 
interpreted the 1979 CAA listing to also include the transmission and storage segment. 
  



 In a separate, concurrent action, EPA amended Oil and Natural Gas NSPS in response to 
administrative petitions to reconsider certain aspects of the 2016 NSPS and implementation issues 
brought to the Agency’s attention after the 2016 rule was issued, including those related to leak 
detection and repair requirements. These targeted technical amendments streamline 
implementation of the rule and significantly reduce unnecessary burdens on domestic energy 
producers. The technical amendments streamline recordkeeping and reporting for fugitive 
emissions (leaks); exempt low production wells from fugitive monitoring and change monitoring 
frequency at gathering and boosting compressor stations from quarterly to semiannual monitoring; 
reduce duplication of some state requirements; and make it easier for the industry to apply to use 
new technologies to monitor for fugitive emissions. 
 
 Again, thank you again for your letter. I appreciate the opportunity to be of service and 
trust that the information provided is helpful. If you have further questions, please contact me or 
your staff may contact Karen Thundiyil in EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Relations at thundiyil.karen@epa.gov or at (202) 564-1142. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
       Anne L. Austin 
       Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460 

 
 
 

September 22, 2020 
 

 
 OFFICE OF 

AIR AND RADIATION 
 
 
 
The Honorable Lisa Blunt Rochester 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Congresswoman Blunt Rochester: 
 
 Thank you for your August 25, 2020, letter to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Administrator Andrew Wheeler regarding the amendments to the New Source Performance 
Standards (NSPS) for the Oil and Natural Gas Sector. The Administrator asked that I respond on 
his behalf.  
 
 On August 13, 2020, Administrator Wheeler announced two final rules for the oil and 
natural gas industry that bring the NSPS back into alignment with the Clean Air Act (CAA) and 
remove redundant requirements to reduce undue burden on domestic energy producers. The rules, 
which include both policy and technical amendments, maintain health and environmental 
protection from oil and gas sources that the Agency considers appropriate to regulate under the 
law.   
 
 The policy amendments rescind the NSPS for methane for the production and processing 
segments of the oil and natural gas industry. These amendments solidify EPA’s position that the 
CAA requires EPA to make a finding that a pollutant contributes significantly to air pollution 
before setting NSPS requirements for that pollutant. The prior administration did not make such a 
finding for methane prior to regulating it under the source category. Further, regulating methane 
is redundant given the existing NSPS for volatile organic compounds (VOCs). Because the 
controls for VOCs also capture methane, standards for methane do not further reduce methane 
emissions from these segments of the industry and provide no additional public health protection. 
Oil and gas operators will still be required to reduce emissions of ozone-forming VOCs in the 
production and processing segment of the industry. In this final action, the Agency also removed 
the transmission and storage segment from the source category. The production and processing 
segments of the industry now make up the regulated source category, consistent with how the 
source category was listed under the CAA in 1979. The 2012 and 2016 rules erroneously 
interpreted the 1979 CAA listing to also include the transmission and storage segment. 
  



 In a separate, concurrent action, EPA amended Oil and Natural Gas NSPS in response to 
administrative petitions to reconsider certain aspects of the 2016 NSPS and implementation issues 
brought to the Agency’s attention after the 2016 rule was issued, including those related to leak 
detection and repair requirements. These targeted technical amendments streamline 
implementation of the rule and significantly reduce unnecessary burdens on domestic energy 
producers. The technical amendments streamline recordkeeping and reporting for fugitive 
emissions (leaks); exempt low production wells from fugitive monitoring and change monitoring 
frequency at gathering and boosting compressor stations from quarterly to semiannual monitoring; 
reduce duplication of some state requirements; and make it easier for the industry to apply to use 
new technologies to monitor for fugitive emissions. 
 
 Again, thank you again for your letter. I appreciate the opportunity to be of service and 
trust that the information provided is helpful. If you have further questions, please contact me or 
your staff may contact Karen Thundiyil in EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Relations at thundiyil.karen@epa.gov or at (202) 564-1142. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
       Anne L. Austin 
       Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator
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The Honorable Jackie Speier 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Congresswoman Speier: 
 
 Thank you for your August 25, 2020, letter to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Administrator Andrew Wheeler regarding the amendments to the New Source Performance 
Standards (NSPS) for the Oil and Natural Gas Sector. The Administrator asked that I respond on 
his behalf.  
 
 On August 13, 2020, Administrator Wheeler announced two final rules for the oil and 
natural gas industry that bring the NSPS back into alignment with the Clean Air Act (CAA) and 
remove redundant requirements to reduce undue burden on domestic energy producers. The rules, 
which include both policy and technical amendments, maintain health and environmental 
protection from oil and gas sources that the Agency considers appropriate to regulate under the 
law.   
 
 The policy amendments rescind the NSPS for methane for the production and processing 
segments of the oil and natural gas industry. These amendments solidify EPA’s position that the 
CAA requires EPA to make a finding that a pollutant contributes significantly to air pollution 
before setting NSPS requirements for that pollutant. The prior administration did not make such a 
finding for methane prior to regulating it under the source category. Further, regulating methane 
is redundant given the existing NSPS for volatile organic compounds (VOCs). Because the 
controls for VOCs also capture methane, standards for methane do not further reduce methane 
emissions from these segments of the industry and provide no additional public health protection. 
Oil and gas operators will still be required to reduce emissions of ozone-forming VOCs in the 
production and processing segment of the industry. In this final action, the Agency also removed 
the transmission and storage segment from the source category. The production and processing 
segments of the industry now make up the regulated source category, consistent with how the 
source category was listed under the CAA in 1979. The 2012 and 2016 rules erroneously 
interpreted the 1979 CAA listing to also include the transmission and storage segment. 
  



 In a separate, concurrent action, EPA amended Oil and Natural Gas NSPS in response to 
administrative petitions to reconsider certain aspects of the 2016 NSPS and implementation issues 
brought to the Agency’s attention after the 2016 rule was issued, including those related to leak 
detection and repair requirements. These targeted technical amendments streamline 
implementation of the rule and significantly reduce unnecessary burdens on domestic energy 
producers. The technical amendments streamline recordkeeping and reporting for fugitive 
emissions (leaks); exempt low production wells from fugitive monitoring and change monitoring 
frequency at gathering and boosting compressor stations from quarterly to semiannual monitoring; 
reduce duplication of some state requirements; and make it easier for the industry to apply to use 
new technologies to monitor for fugitive emissions. 
 
 Again, thank you again for your letter. I appreciate the opportunity to be of service and 
trust that the information provided is helpful. If you have further questions, please contact me or 
your staff may contact Karen Thundiyil in EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Relations at thundiyil.karen@epa.gov or at (202) 564-1142. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
       Anne L. Austin 
       Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator
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The Honorable Grace Meng 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Congresswoman Meng: 
 
 Thank you for your August 25, 2020, letter to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Administrator Andrew Wheeler regarding the amendments to the New Source Performance 
Standards (NSPS) for the Oil and Natural Gas Sector. The Administrator asked that I respond on 
his behalf.  
 
 On August 13, 2020, Administrator Wheeler announced two final rules for the oil and 
natural gas industry that bring the NSPS back into alignment with the Clean Air Act (CAA) and 
remove redundant requirements to reduce undue burden on domestic energy producers. The rules, 
which include both policy and technical amendments, maintain health and environmental 
protection from oil and gas sources that the Agency considers appropriate to regulate under the 
law.   
 
 The policy amendments rescind the NSPS for methane for the production and processing 
segments of the oil and natural gas industry. These amendments solidify EPA’s position that the 
CAA requires EPA to make a finding that a pollutant contributes significantly to air pollution 
before setting NSPS requirements for that pollutant. The prior administration did not make such a 
finding for methane prior to regulating it under the source category. Further, regulating methane 
is redundant given the existing NSPS for volatile organic compounds (VOCs). Because the 
controls for VOCs also capture methane, standards for methane do not further reduce methane 
emissions from these segments of the industry and provide no additional public health protection. 
Oil and gas operators will still be required to reduce emissions of ozone-forming VOCs in the 
production and processing segment of the industry. In this final action, the Agency also removed 
the transmission and storage segment from the source category. The production and processing 
segments of the industry now make up the regulated source category, consistent with how the 
source category was listed under the CAA in 1979. The 2012 and 2016 rules erroneously 
interpreted the 1979 CAA listing to also include the transmission and storage segment. 
  



 In a separate, concurrent action, EPA amended Oil and Natural Gas NSPS in response to 
administrative petitions to reconsider certain aspects of the 2016 NSPS and implementation issues 
brought to the Agency’s attention after the 2016 rule was issued, including those related to leak 
detection and repair requirements. These targeted technical amendments streamline 
implementation of the rule and significantly reduce unnecessary burdens on domestic energy 
producers. The technical amendments streamline recordkeeping and reporting for fugitive 
emissions (leaks); exempt low production wells from fugitive monitoring and change monitoring 
frequency at gathering and boosting compressor stations from quarterly to semiannual monitoring; 
reduce duplication of some state requirements; and make it easier for the industry to apply to use 
new technologies to monitor for fugitive emissions. 
 
 Again, thank you again for your letter. I appreciate the opportunity to be of service and 
trust that the information provided is helpful. If you have further questions, please contact me or 
your staff may contact Karen Thundiyil in EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Relations at thundiyil.karen@epa.gov or at (202) 564-1142. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
       Anne L. Austin 
       Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator
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The Honorable Thomas R. Suozzi 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Congressman Suozzi: 
 
 Thank you for your August 25, 2020, letter to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Administrator Andrew Wheeler regarding the amendments to the New Source Performance 
Standards (NSPS) for the Oil and Natural Gas Sector. The Administrator asked that I respond on 
his behalf.  
 
 On August 13, 2020, Administrator Wheeler announced two final rules for the oil and 
natural gas industry that bring the NSPS back into alignment with the Clean Air Act (CAA) and 
remove redundant requirements to reduce undue burden on domestic energy producers. The rules, 
which include both policy and technical amendments, maintain health and environmental 
protection from oil and gas sources that the Agency considers appropriate to regulate under the 
law.   
 
 The policy amendments rescind the NSPS for methane for the production and processing 
segments of the oil and natural gas industry. These amendments solidify EPA’s position that the 
CAA requires EPA to make a finding that a pollutant contributes significantly to air pollution 
before setting NSPS requirements for that pollutant. The prior administration did not make such a 
finding for methane prior to regulating it under the source category. Further, regulating methane 
is redundant given the existing NSPS for volatile organic compounds (VOCs). Because the 
controls for VOCs also capture methane, standards for methane do not further reduce methane 
emissions from these segments of the industry and provide no additional public health protection. 
Oil and gas operators will still be required to reduce emissions of ozone-forming VOCs in the 
production and processing segment of the industry. In this final action, the Agency also removed 
the transmission and storage segment from the source category. The production and processing 
segments of the industry now make up the regulated source category, consistent with how the 
source category was listed under the CAA in 1979. The 2012 and 2016 rules erroneously 
interpreted the 1979 CAA listing to also include the transmission and storage segment. 
  



 In a separate, concurrent action, EPA amended Oil and Natural Gas NSPS in response to 
administrative petitions to reconsider certain aspects of the 2016 NSPS and implementation issues 
brought to the Agency’s attention after the 2016 rule was issued, including those related to leak 
detection and repair requirements. These targeted technical amendments streamline 
implementation of the rule and significantly reduce unnecessary burdens on domestic energy 
producers. The technical amendments streamline recordkeeping and reporting for fugitive 
emissions (leaks); exempt low production wells from fugitive monitoring and change monitoring 
frequency at gathering and boosting compressor stations from quarterly to semiannual monitoring; 
reduce duplication of some state requirements; and make it easier for the industry to apply to use 
new technologies to monitor for fugitive emissions. 
 
 Again, thank you again for your letter. I appreciate the opportunity to be of service and 
trust that the information provided is helpful. If you have further questions, please contact me or 
your staff may contact Karen Thundiyil in EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Relations at thundiyil.karen@epa.gov or at (202) 564-1142. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
       Anne L. Austin 
       Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator
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The Honorable Ron Kind 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Congressman Kind: 
 
 Thank you for your August 25, 2020, letter to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Administrator Andrew Wheeler regarding the amendments to the New Source Performance 
Standards (NSPS) for the Oil and Natural Gas Sector. The Administrator asked that I respond on 
his behalf.  
 
 On August 13, 2020, Administrator Wheeler announced two final rules for the oil and 
natural gas industry that bring the NSPS back into alignment with the Clean Air Act (CAA) and 
remove redundant requirements to reduce undue burden on domestic energy producers. The rules, 
which include both policy and technical amendments, maintain health and environmental 
protection from oil and gas sources that the Agency considers appropriate to regulate under the 
law.   
 
 The policy amendments rescind the NSPS for methane for the production and processing 
segments of the oil and natural gas industry. These amendments solidify EPA’s position that the 
CAA requires EPA to make a finding that a pollutant contributes significantly to air pollution 
before setting NSPS requirements for that pollutant. The prior administration did not make such a 
finding for methane prior to regulating it under the source category. Further, regulating methane 
is redundant given the existing NSPS for volatile organic compounds (VOCs). Because the 
controls for VOCs also capture methane, standards for methane do not further reduce methane 
emissions from these segments of the industry and provide no additional public health protection. 
Oil and gas operators will still be required to reduce emissions of ozone-forming VOCs in the 
production and processing segment of the industry. In this final action, the Agency also removed 
the transmission and storage segment from the source category. The production and processing 
segments of the industry now make up the regulated source category, consistent with how the 
source category was listed under the CAA in 1979. The 2012 and 2016 rules erroneously 
interpreted the 1979 CAA listing to also include the transmission and storage segment. 
  



 In a separate, concurrent action, EPA amended Oil and Natural Gas NSPS in response to 
administrative petitions to reconsider certain aspects of the 2016 NSPS and implementation issues 
brought to the Agency’s attention after the 2016 rule was issued, including those related to leak 
detection and repair requirements. These targeted technical amendments streamline 
implementation of the rule and significantly reduce unnecessary burdens on domestic energy 
producers. The technical amendments streamline recordkeeping and reporting for fugitive 
emissions (leaks); exempt low production wells from fugitive monitoring and change monitoring 
frequency at gathering and boosting compressor stations from quarterly to semiannual monitoring; 
reduce duplication of some state requirements; and make it easier for the industry to apply to use 
new technologies to monitor for fugitive emissions. 
 
 Again, thank you again for your letter. I appreciate the opportunity to be of service and 
trust that the information provided is helpful. If you have further questions, please contact me or 
your staff may contact Karen Thundiyil in EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Relations at thundiyil.karen@epa.gov or at (202) 564-1142. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
       Anne L. Austin 
       Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator
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The Honorable Bobby L. Rush 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Congressman Rush: 
 
 Thank you for your August 25, 2020, letter to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Administrator Andrew Wheeler regarding the amendments to the New Source Performance 
Standards (NSPS) for the Oil and Natural Gas Sector. The Administrator asked that I respond on 
his behalf.  
 
 On August 13, 2020, Administrator Wheeler announced two final rules for the oil and 
natural gas industry that bring the NSPS back into alignment with the Clean Air Act (CAA) and 
remove redundant requirements to reduce undue burden on domestic energy producers. The rules, 
which include both policy and technical amendments, maintain health and environmental 
protection from oil and gas sources that the Agency considers appropriate to regulate under the 
law.   
 
 The policy amendments rescind the NSPS for methane for the production and processing 
segments of the oil and natural gas industry. These amendments solidify EPA’s position that the 
CAA requires EPA to make a finding that a pollutant contributes significantly to air pollution 
before setting NSPS requirements for that pollutant. The prior administration did not make such a 
finding for methane prior to regulating it under the source category. Further, regulating methane 
is redundant given the existing NSPS for volatile organic compounds (VOCs). Because the 
controls for VOCs also capture methane, standards for methane do not further reduce methane 
emissions from these segments of the industry and provide no additional public health protection. 
Oil and gas operators will still be required to reduce emissions of ozone-forming VOCs in the 
production and processing segment of the industry. In this final action, the Agency also removed 
the transmission and storage segment from the source category. The production and processing 
segments of the industry now make up the regulated source category, consistent with how the 
source category was listed under the CAA in 1979. The 2012 and 2016 rules erroneously 
interpreted the 1979 CAA listing to also include the transmission and storage segment. 
  



 In a separate, concurrent action, EPA amended Oil and Natural Gas NSPS in response to 
administrative petitions to reconsider certain aspects of the 2016 NSPS and implementation issues 
brought to the Agency’s attention after the 2016 rule was issued, including those related to leak 
detection and repair requirements. These targeted technical amendments streamline 
implementation of the rule and significantly reduce unnecessary burdens on domestic energy 
producers. The technical amendments streamline recordkeeping and reporting for fugitive 
emissions (leaks); exempt low production wells from fugitive monitoring and change monitoring 
frequency at gathering and boosting compressor stations from quarterly to semiannual monitoring; 
reduce duplication of some state requirements; and make it easier for the industry to apply to use 
new technologies to monitor for fugitive emissions. 
 
 Again, thank you again for your letter. I appreciate the opportunity to be of service and 
trust that the information provided is helpful. If you have further questions, please contact me or 
your staff may contact Karen Thundiyil in EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Relations at thundiyil.karen@epa.gov or at (202) 564-1142. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
       Anne L. Austin 
       Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator
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AIR AND RADIATION 
 
 
 
The Honorable Francis Rooney 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Congressman Rooney: 
 
 Thank you for your August 25, 2020, letter to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Administrator Andrew Wheeler regarding the amendments to the New Source Performance 
Standards (NSPS) for the Oil and Natural Gas Sector. The Administrator asked that I respond on 
his behalf.  
 
 On August 13, 2020, Administrator Wheeler announced two final rules for the oil and 
natural gas industry that bring the NSPS back into alignment with the Clean Air Act (CAA) and 
remove redundant requirements to reduce undue burden on domestic energy producers. The rules, 
which include both policy and technical amendments, maintain health and environmental 
protection from oil and gas sources that the Agency considers appropriate to regulate under the 
law.   
 
 The policy amendments rescind the NSPS for methane for the production and processing 
segments of the oil and natural gas industry. These amendments solidify EPA’s position that the 
CAA requires EPA to make a finding that a pollutant contributes significantly to air pollution 
before setting NSPS requirements for that pollutant. The prior administration did not make such a 
finding for methane prior to regulating it under the source category. Further, regulating methane 
is redundant given the existing NSPS for volatile organic compounds (VOCs). Because the 
controls for VOCs also capture methane, standards for methane do not further reduce methane 
emissions from these segments of the industry and provide no additional public health protection. 
Oil and gas operators will still be required to reduce emissions of ozone-forming VOCs in the 
production and processing segment of the industry. In this final action, the Agency also removed 
the transmission and storage segment from the source category. The production and processing 
segments of the industry now make up the regulated source category, consistent with how the 
source category was listed under the CAA in 1979. The 2012 and 2016 rules erroneously 
interpreted the 1979 CAA listing to also include the transmission and storage segment. 
  



 In a separate, concurrent action, EPA amended Oil and Natural Gas NSPS in response to 
administrative petitions to reconsider certain aspects of the 2016 NSPS and implementation issues 
brought to the Agency’s attention after the 2016 rule was issued, including those related to leak 
detection and repair requirements. These targeted technical amendments streamline 
implementation of the rule and significantly reduce unnecessary burdens on domestic energy 
producers. The technical amendments streamline recordkeeping and reporting for fugitive 
emissions (leaks); exempt low production wells from fugitive monitoring and change monitoring 
frequency at gathering and boosting compressor stations from quarterly to semiannual monitoring; 
reduce duplication of some state requirements; and make it easier for the industry to apply to use 
new technologies to monitor for fugitive emissions. 
 
 Again, thank you again for your letter. I appreciate the opportunity to be of service and 
trust that the information provided is helpful. If you have further questions, please contact me or 
your staff may contact Karen Thundiyil in EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Relations at thundiyil.karen@epa.gov or at (202) 564-1142. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
       Anne L. Austin 
       Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator
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The Honorable Karen Bass 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Congresswoman Bass: 
 
 Thank you for your August 25, 2020, letter to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Administrator Andrew Wheeler regarding the amendments to the New Source Performance 
Standards (NSPS) for the Oil and Natural Gas Sector. The Administrator asked that I respond on 
his behalf.  
 
 On August 13, 2020, Administrator Wheeler announced two final rules for the oil and 
natural gas industry that bring the NSPS back into alignment with the Clean Air Act (CAA) and 
remove redundant requirements to reduce undue burden on domestic energy producers. The rules, 
which include both policy and technical amendments, maintain health and environmental 
protection from oil and gas sources that the Agency considers appropriate to regulate under the 
law.   
 
 The policy amendments rescind the NSPS for methane for the production and processing 
segments of the oil and natural gas industry. These amendments solidify EPA’s position that the 
CAA requires EPA to make a finding that a pollutant contributes significantly to air pollution 
before setting NSPS requirements for that pollutant. The prior administration did not make such a 
finding for methane prior to regulating it under the source category. Further, regulating methane 
is redundant given the existing NSPS for volatile organic compounds (VOCs). Because the 
controls for VOCs also capture methane, standards for methane do not further reduce methane 
emissions from these segments of the industry and provide no additional public health protection. 
Oil and gas operators will still be required to reduce emissions of ozone-forming VOCs in the 
production and processing segment of the industry. In this final action, the Agency also removed 
the transmission and storage segment from the source category. The production and processing 
segments of the industry now make up the regulated source category, consistent with how the 
source category was listed under the CAA in 1979. The 2012 and 2016 rules erroneously 
interpreted the 1979 CAA listing to also include the transmission and storage segment. 
  



 In a separate, concurrent action, EPA amended Oil and Natural Gas NSPS in response to 
administrative petitions to reconsider certain aspects of the 2016 NSPS and implementation issues 
brought to the Agency’s attention after the 2016 rule was issued, including those related to leak 
detection and repair requirements. These targeted technical amendments streamline 
implementation of the rule and significantly reduce unnecessary burdens on domestic energy 
producers. The technical amendments streamline recordkeeping and reporting for fugitive 
emissions (leaks); exempt low production wells from fugitive monitoring and change monitoring 
frequency at gathering and boosting compressor stations from quarterly to semiannual monitoring; 
reduce duplication of some state requirements; and make it easier for the industry to apply to use 
new technologies to monitor for fugitive emissions. 
 
 Again, thank you again for your letter. I appreciate the opportunity to be of service and 
trust that the information provided is helpful. If you have further questions, please contact me or 
your staff may contact Karen Thundiyil in EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Relations at thundiyil.karen@epa.gov or at (202) 564-1142. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
       Anne L. Austin 
       Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator
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The Honorable Anna G. Eshoo 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Congresswoman Eshoo: 
 
 Thank you for your August 25, 2020, letter to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Administrator Andrew Wheeler regarding the amendments to the New Source Performance 
Standards (NSPS) for the Oil and Natural Gas Sector. The Administrator asked that I respond on 
his behalf.  
 
 On August 13, 2020, Administrator Wheeler announced two final rules for the oil and 
natural gas industry that bring the NSPS back into alignment with the Clean Air Act (CAA) and 
remove redundant requirements to reduce undue burden on domestic energy producers. The rules, 
which include both policy and technical amendments, maintain health and environmental 
protection from oil and gas sources that the Agency considers appropriate to regulate under the 
law.   
 
 The policy amendments rescind the NSPS for methane for the production and processing 
segments of the oil and natural gas industry. These amendments solidify EPA’s position that the 
CAA requires EPA to make a finding that a pollutant contributes significantly to air pollution 
before setting NSPS requirements for that pollutant. The prior administration did not make such a 
finding for methane prior to regulating it under the source category. Further, regulating methane 
is redundant given the existing NSPS for volatile organic compounds (VOCs). Because the 
controls for VOCs also capture methane, standards for methane do not further reduce methane 
emissions from these segments of the industry and provide no additional public health protection. 
Oil and gas operators will still be required to reduce emissions of ozone-forming VOCs in the 
production and processing segment of the industry. In this final action, the Agency also removed 
the transmission and storage segment from the source category. The production and processing 
segments of the industry now make up the regulated source category, consistent with how the 
source category was listed under the CAA in 1979. The 2012 and 2016 rules erroneously 
interpreted the 1979 CAA listing to also include the transmission and storage segment. 
  



 In a separate, concurrent action, EPA amended Oil and Natural Gas NSPS in response to 
administrative petitions to reconsider certain aspects of the 2016 NSPS and implementation issues 
brought to the Agency’s attention after the 2016 rule was issued, including those related to leak 
detection and repair requirements. These targeted technical amendments streamline 
implementation of the rule and significantly reduce unnecessary burdens on domestic energy 
producers. The technical amendments streamline recordkeeping and reporting for fugitive 
emissions (leaks); exempt low production wells from fugitive monitoring and change monitoring 
frequency at gathering and boosting compressor stations from quarterly to semiannual monitoring; 
reduce duplication of some state requirements; and make it easier for the industry to apply to use 
new technologies to monitor for fugitive emissions. 
 
 Again, thank you again for your letter. I appreciate the opportunity to be of service and 
trust that the information provided is helpful. If you have further questions, please contact me or 
your staff may contact Karen Thundiyil in EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Relations at thundiyil.karen@epa.gov or at (202) 564-1142. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
       Anne L. Austin 
       Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator
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The Honorable John Yarmuth 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Congressman Yarmuth: 
 
 Thank you for your August 25, 2020, letter to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Administrator Andrew Wheeler regarding the amendments to the New Source Performance 
Standards (NSPS) for the Oil and Natural Gas Sector. The Administrator asked that I respond on 
his behalf.  
 
 On August 13, 2020, Administrator Wheeler announced two final rules for the oil and 
natural gas industry that bring the NSPS back into alignment with the Clean Air Act (CAA) and 
remove redundant requirements to reduce undue burden on domestic energy producers. The rules, 
which include both policy and technical amendments, maintain health and environmental 
protection from oil and gas sources that the Agency considers appropriate to regulate under the 
law.   
 
 The policy amendments rescind the NSPS for methane for the production and processing 
segments of the oil and natural gas industry. These amendments solidify EPA’s position that the 
CAA requires EPA to make a finding that a pollutant contributes significantly to air pollution 
before setting NSPS requirements for that pollutant. The prior administration did not make such a 
finding for methane prior to regulating it under the source category. Further, regulating methane 
is redundant given the existing NSPS for volatile organic compounds (VOCs). Because the 
controls for VOCs also capture methane, standards for methane do not further reduce methane 
emissions from these segments of the industry and provide no additional public health protection. 
Oil and gas operators will still be required to reduce emissions of ozone-forming VOCs in the 
production and processing segment of the industry. In this final action, the Agency also removed 
the transmission and storage segment from the source category. The production and processing 
segments of the industry now make up the regulated source category, consistent with how the 
source category was listed under the CAA in 1979. The 2012 and 2016 rules erroneously 
interpreted the 1979 CAA listing to also include the transmission and storage segment. 
  



 In a separate, concurrent action, EPA amended Oil and Natural Gas NSPS in response to 
administrative petitions to reconsider certain aspects of the 2016 NSPS and implementation issues 
brought to the Agency’s attention after the 2016 rule was issued, including those related to leak 
detection and repair requirements. These targeted technical amendments streamline 
implementation of the rule and significantly reduce unnecessary burdens on domestic energy 
producers. The technical amendments streamline recordkeeping and reporting for fugitive 
emissions (leaks); exempt low production wells from fugitive monitoring and change monitoring 
frequency at gathering and boosting compressor stations from quarterly to semiannual monitoring; 
reduce duplication of some state requirements; and make it easier for the industry to apply to use 
new technologies to monitor for fugitive emissions. 
 
 Again, thank you again for your letter. I appreciate the opportunity to be of service and 
trust that the information provided is helpful. If you have further questions, please contact me or 
your staff may contact Karen Thundiyil in EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Relations at thundiyil.karen@epa.gov or at (202) 564-1142. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
       Anne L. Austin 
       Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator
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The Honorable Maxine Waters 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Congresswoman Waters: 
 
 Thank you for your August 25, 2020, letter to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Administrator Andrew Wheeler regarding the amendments to the New Source Performance 
Standards (NSPS) for the Oil and Natural Gas Sector. The Administrator asked that I respond on 
his behalf.  
 
 On August 13, 2020, Administrator Wheeler announced two final rules for the oil and 
natural gas industry that bring the NSPS back into alignment with the Clean Air Act (CAA) and 
remove redundant requirements to reduce undue burden on domestic energy producers. The rules, 
which include both policy and technical amendments, maintain health and environmental 
protection from oil and gas sources that the Agency considers appropriate to regulate under the 
law.   
 
 The policy amendments rescind the NSPS for methane for the production and processing 
segments of the oil and natural gas industry. These amendments solidify EPA’s position that the 
CAA requires EPA to make a finding that a pollutant contributes significantly to air pollution 
before setting NSPS requirements for that pollutant. The prior administration did not make such a 
finding for methane prior to regulating it under the source category. Further, regulating methane 
is redundant given the existing NSPS for volatile organic compounds (VOCs). Because the 
controls for VOCs also capture methane, standards for methane do not further reduce methane 
emissions from these segments of the industry and provide no additional public health protection. 
Oil and gas operators will still be required to reduce emissions of ozone-forming VOCs in the 
production and processing segment of the industry. In this final action, the Agency also removed 
the transmission and storage segment from the source category. The production and processing 
segments of the industry now make up the regulated source category, consistent with how the 
source category was listed under the CAA in 1979. The 2012 and 2016 rules erroneously 
interpreted the 1979 CAA listing to also include the transmission and storage segment. 
  



 In a separate, concurrent action, EPA amended Oil and Natural Gas NSPS in response to 
administrative petitions to reconsider certain aspects of the 2016 NSPS and implementation issues 
brought to the Agency’s attention after the 2016 rule was issued, including those related to leak 
detection and repair requirements. These targeted technical amendments streamline 
implementation of the rule and significantly reduce unnecessary burdens on domestic energy 
producers. The technical amendments streamline recordkeeping and reporting for fugitive 
emissions (leaks); exempt low production wells from fugitive monitoring and change monitoring 
frequency at gathering and boosting compressor stations from quarterly to semiannual monitoring; 
reduce duplication of some state requirements; and make it easier for the industry to apply to use 
new technologies to monitor for fugitive emissions. 
 
 Again, thank you again for your letter. I appreciate the opportunity to be of service and 
trust that the information provided is helpful. If you have further questions, please contact me or 
your staff may contact Karen Thundiyil in EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Relations at thundiyil.karen@epa.gov or at (202) 564-1142. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
       Anne L. Austin 
       Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator
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The Honorable John P. Sarbanes 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Congressman Sarbanes: 
 
 Thank you for your August 25, 2020, letter to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Administrator Andrew Wheeler regarding the amendments to the New Source Performance 
Standards (NSPS) for the Oil and Natural Gas Sector. The Administrator asked that I respond on 
his behalf.  
 
 On August 13, 2020, Administrator Wheeler announced two final rules for the oil and 
natural gas industry that bring the NSPS back into alignment with the Clean Air Act (CAA) and 
remove redundant requirements to reduce undue burden on domestic energy producers. The rules, 
which include both policy and technical amendments, maintain health and environmental 
protection from oil and gas sources that the Agency considers appropriate to regulate under the 
law.   
 
 The policy amendments rescind the NSPS for methane for the production and processing 
segments of the oil and natural gas industry. These amendments solidify EPA’s position that the 
CAA requires EPA to make a finding that a pollutant contributes significantly to air pollution 
before setting NSPS requirements for that pollutant. The prior administration did not make such a 
finding for methane prior to regulating it under the source category. Further, regulating methane 
is redundant given the existing NSPS for volatile organic compounds (VOCs). Because the 
controls for VOCs also capture methane, standards for methane do not further reduce methane 
emissions from these segments of the industry and provide no additional public health protection. 
Oil and gas operators will still be required to reduce emissions of ozone-forming VOCs in the 
production and processing segment of the industry. In this final action, the Agency also removed 
the transmission and storage segment from the source category. The production and processing 
segments of the industry now make up the regulated source category, consistent with how the 
source category was listed under the CAA in 1979. The 2012 and 2016 rules erroneously 
interpreted the 1979 CAA listing to also include the transmission and storage segment. 
  



 In a separate, concurrent action, EPA amended Oil and Natural Gas NSPS in response to 
administrative petitions to reconsider certain aspects of the 2016 NSPS and implementation issues 
brought to the Agency’s attention after the 2016 rule was issued, including those related to leak 
detection and repair requirements. These targeted technical amendments streamline 
implementation of the rule and significantly reduce unnecessary burdens on domestic energy 
producers. The technical amendments streamline recordkeeping and reporting for fugitive 
emissions (leaks); exempt low production wells from fugitive monitoring and change monitoring 
frequency at gathering and boosting compressor stations from quarterly to semiannual monitoring; 
reduce duplication of some state requirements; and make it easier for the industry to apply to use 
new technologies to monitor for fugitive emissions. 
 
 Again, thank you again for your letter. I appreciate the opportunity to be of service and 
trust that the information provided is helpful. If you have further questions, please contact me or 
your staff may contact Karen Thundiyil in EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Relations at thundiyil.karen@epa.gov or at (202) 564-1142. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
       Anne L. Austin 
       Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator
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The Honorable Jahana Hayes 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Congresswoman Hayes: 
 
 Thank you for your August 25, 2020, letter to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Administrator Andrew Wheeler regarding the amendments to the New Source Performance 
Standards (NSPS) for the Oil and Natural Gas Sector. The Administrator asked that I respond on 
his behalf.  
 
 On August 13, 2020, Administrator Wheeler announced two final rules for the oil and 
natural gas industry that bring the NSPS back into alignment with the Clean Air Act (CAA) and 
remove redundant requirements to reduce undue burden on domestic energy producers. The rules, 
which include both policy and technical amendments, maintain health and environmental 
protection from oil and gas sources that the Agency considers appropriate to regulate under the 
law.   
 
 The policy amendments rescind the NSPS for methane for the production and processing 
segments of the oil and natural gas industry. These amendments solidify EPA’s position that the 
CAA requires EPA to make a finding that a pollutant contributes significantly to air pollution 
before setting NSPS requirements for that pollutant. The prior administration did not make such a 
finding for methane prior to regulating it under the source category. Further, regulating methane 
is redundant given the existing NSPS for volatile organic compounds (VOCs). Because the 
controls for VOCs also capture methane, standards for methane do not further reduce methane 
emissions from these segments of the industry and provide no additional public health protection. 
Oil and gas operators will still be required to reduce emissions of ozone-forming VOCs in the 
production and processing segment of the industry. In this final action, the Agency also removed 
the transmission and storage segment from the source category. The production and processing 
segments of the industry now make up the regulated source category, consistent with how the 
source category was listed under the CAA in 1979. The 2012 and 2016 rules erroneously 
interpreted the 1979 CAA listing to also include the transmission and storage segment. 
  



 In a separate, concurrent action, EPA amended Oil and Natural Gas NSPS in response to 
administrative petitions to reconsider certain aspects of the 2016 NSPS and implementation issues 
brought to the Agency’s attention after the 2016 rule was issued, including those related to leak 
detection and repair requirements. These targeted technical amendments streamline 
implementation of the rule and significantly reduce unnecessary burdens on domestic energy 
producers. The technical amendments streamline recordkeeping and reporting for fugitive 
emissions (leaks); exempt low production wells from fugitive monitoring and change monitoring 
frequency at gathering and boosting compressor stations from quarterly to semiannual monitoring; 
reduce duplication of some state requirements; and make it easier for the industry to apply to use 
new technologies to monitor for fugitive emissions. 
 
 Again, thank you again for your letter. I appreciate the opportunity to be of service and 
trust that the information provided is helpful. If you have further questions, please contact me or 
your staff may contact Karen Thundiyil in EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Relations at thundiyil.karen@epa.gov or at (202) 564-1142. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
       Anne L. Austin 
       Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator
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The Honorable Ben Ray Luján 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Congressman Luján: 
 
 Thank you for your August 25, 2020, letter to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Administrator Andrew Wheeler regarding the amendments to the New Source Performance 
Standards (NSPS) for the Oil and Natural Gas Sector. The Administrator asked that I respond on 
his behalf.  
 
 On August 13, 2020, Administrator Wheeler announced two final rules for the oil and 
natural gas industry that bring the NSPS back into alignment with the Clean Air Act (CAA) and 
remove redundant requirements to reduce undue burden on domestic energy producers. The rules, 
which include both policy and technical amendments, maintain health and environmental 
protection from oil and gas sources that the Agency considers appropriate to regulate under the 
law.   
 
 The policy amendments rescind the NSPS for methane for the production and processing 
segments of the oil and natural gas industry. These amendments solidify EPA’s position that the 
CAA requires EPA to make a finding that a pollutant contributes significantly to air pollution 
before setting NSPS requirements for that pollutant. The prior administration did not make such a 
finding for methane prior to regulating it under the source category. Further, regulating methane 
is redundant given the existing NSPS for volatile organic compounds (VOCs). Because the 
controls for VOCs also capture methane, standards for methane do not further reduce methane 
emissions from these segments of the industry and provide no additional public health protection. 
Oil and gas operators will still be required to reduce emissions of ozone-forming VOCs in the 
production and processing segment of the industry. In this final action, the Agency also removed 
the transmission and storage segment from the source category. The production and processing 
segments of the industry now make up the regulated source category, consistent with how the 
source category was listed under the CAA in 1979. The 2012 and 2016 rules erroneously 
interpreted the 1979 CAA listing to also include the transmission and storage segment. 
  



 In a separate, concurrent action, EPA amended Oil and Natural Gas NSPS in response to 
administrative petitions to reconsider certain aspects of the 2016 NSPS and implementation issues 
brought to the Agency’s attention after the 2016 rule was issued, including those related to leak 
detection and repair requirements. These targeted technical amendments streamline 
implementation of the rule and significantly reduce unnecessary burdens on domestic energy 
producers. The technical amendments streamline recordkeeping and reporting for fugitive 
emissions (leaks); exempt low production wells from fugitive monitoring and change monitoring 
frequency at gathering and boosting compressor stations from quarterly to semiannual monitoring; 
reduce duplication of some state requirements; and make it easier for the industry to apply to use 
new technologies to monitor for fugitive emissions. 
 
 Again, thank you again for your letter. I appreciate the opportunity to be of service and 
trust that the information provided is helpful. If you have further questions, please contact me or 
your staff may contact Karen Thundiyil in EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Relations at thundiyil.karen@epa.gov or at (202) 564-1142. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
       Anne L. Austin 
       Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator
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The Honorable Ann McLane Kuster 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Congresswoman Kuster: 
 
 Thank you for your August 25, 2020, letter to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Administrator Andrew Wheeler regarding the amendments to the New Source Performance 
Standards (NSPS) for the Oil and Natural Gas Sector. The Administrator asked that I respond on 
his behalf.  
 
 On August 13, 2020, Administrator Wheeler announced two final rules for the oil and 
natural gas industry that bring the NSPS back into alignment with the Clean Air Act (CAA) and 
remove redundant requirements to reduce undue burden on domestic energy producers. The rules, 
which include both policy and technical amendments, maintain health and environmental 
protection from oil and gas sources that the Agency considers appropriate to regulate under the 
law.   
 
 The policy amendments rescind the NSPS for methane for the production and processing 
segments of the oil and natural gas industry. These amendments solidify EPA’s position that the 
CAA requires EPA to make a finding that a pollutant contributes significantly to air pollution 
before setting NSPS requirements for that pollutant. The prior administration did not make such a 
finding for methane prior to regulating it under the source category. Further, regulating methane 
is redundant given the existing NSPS for volatile organic compounds (VOCs). Because the 
controls for VOCs also capture methane, standards for methane do not further reduce methane 
emissions from these segments of the industry and provide no additional public health protection. 
Oil and gas operators will still be required to reduce emissions of ozone-forming VOCs in the 
production and processing segment of the industry. In this final action, the Agency also removed 
the transmission and storage segment from the source category. The production and processing 
segments of the industry now make up the regulated source category, consistent with how the 
source category was listed under the CAA in 1979. The 2012 and 2016 rules erroneously 
interpreted the 1979 CAA listing to also include the transmission and storage segment. 
  



 In a separate, concurrent action, EPA amended Oil and Natural Gas NSPS in response to 
administrative petitions to reconsider certain aspects of the 2016 NSPS and implementation issues 
brought to the Agency’s attention after the 2016 rule was issued, including those related to leak 
detection and repair requirements. These targeted technical amendments streamline 
implementation of the rule and significantly reduce unnecessary burdens on domestic energy 
producers. The technical amendments streamline recordkeeping and reporting for fugitive 
emissions (leaks); exempt low production wells from fugitive monitoring and change monitoring 
frequency at gathering and boosting compressor stations from quarterly to semiannual monitoring; 
reduce duplication of some state requirements; and make it easier for the industry to apply to use 
new technologies to monitor for fugitive emissions. 
 
 Again, thank you again for your letter. I appreciate the opportunity to be of service and 
trust that the information provided is helpful. If you have further questions, please contact me or 
your staff may contact Karen Thundiyil in EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Relations at thundiyil.karen@epa.gov or at (202) 564-1142. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
       Anne L. Austin 
       Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator
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The Honorable Frederica S. Wilson 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Congresswoman Wilson: 
 
 Thank you for your August 25, 2020, letter to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Administrator Andrew Wheeler regarding the amendments to the New Source Performance 
Standards (NSPS) for the Oil and Natural Gas Sector. The Administrator asked that I respond on 
his behalf.  
 
 On August 13, 2020, Administrator Wheeler announced two final rules for the oil and 
natural gas industry that bring the NSPS back into alignment with the Clean Air Act (CAA) and 
remove redundant requirements to reduce undue burden on domestic energy producers. The rules, 
which include both policy and technical amendments, maintain health and environmental 
protection from oil and gas sources that the Agency considers appropriate to regulate under the 
law.   
 
 The policy amendments rescind the NSPS for methane for the production and processing 
segments of the oil and natural gas industry. These amendments solidify EPA’s position that the 
CAA requires EPA to make a finding that a pollutant contributes significantly to air pollution 
before setting NSPS requirements for that pollutant. The prior administration did not make such a 
finding for methane prior to regulating it under the source category. Further, regulating methane 
is redundant given the existing NSPS for volatile organic compounds (VOCs). Because the 
controls for VOCs also capture methane, standards for methane do not further reduce methane 
emissions from these segments of the industry and provide no additional public health protection. 
Oil and gas operators will still be required to reduce emissions of ozone-forming VOCs in the 
production and processing segment of the industry. In this final action, the Agency also removed 
the transmission and storage segment from the source category. The production and processing 
segments of the industry now make up the regulated source category, consistent with how the 
source category was listed under the CAA in 1979. The 2012 and 2016 rules erroneously 
interpreted the 1979 CAA listing to also include the transmission and storage segment. 
  



 In a separate, concurrent action, EPA amended Oil and Natural Gas NSPS in response to 
administrative petitions to reconsider certain aspects of the 2016 NSPS and implementation issues 
brought to the Agency’s attention after the 2016 rule was issued, including those related to leak 
detection and repair requirements. These targeted technical amendments streamline 
implementation of the rule and significantly reduce unnecessary burdens on domestic energy 
producers. The technical amendments streamline recordkeeping and reporting for fugitive 
emissions (leaks); exempt low production wells from fugitive monitoring and change monitoring 
frequency at gathering and boosting compressor stations from quarterly to semiannual monitoring; 
reduce duplication of some state requirements; and make it easier for the industry to apply to use 
new technologies to monitor for fugitive emissions. 
 
 Again, thank you again for your letter. I appreciate the opportunity to be of service and 
trust that the information provided is helpful. If you have further questions, please contact me or 
your staff may contact Karen Thundiyil in EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Relations at thundiyil.karen@epa.gov or at (202) 564-1142. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
       Anne L. Austin 
       Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator
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The Honorable Andy Levin 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Congressman Levin: 
 
 Thank you for your August 25, 2020, letter to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Administrator Andrew Wheeler regarding the amendments to the New Source Performance 
Standards (NSPS) for the Oil and Natural Gas Sector. The Administrator asked that I respond on 
his behalf.  
 
 On August 13, 2020, Administrator Wheeler announced two final rules for the oil and 
natural gas industry that bring the NSPS back into alignment with the Clean Air Act (CAA) and 
remove redundant requirements to reduce undue burden on domestic energy producers. The rules, 
which include both policy and technical amendments, maintain health and environmental 
protection from oil and gas sources that the Agency considers appropriate to regulate under the 
law.   
 
 The policy amendments rescind the NSPS for methane for the production and processing 
segments of the oil and natural gas industry. These amendments solidify EPA’s position that the 
CAA requires EPA to make a finding that a pollutant contributes significantly to air pollution 
before setting NSPS requirements for that pollutant. The prior administration did not make such a 
finding for methane prior to regulating it under the source category. Further, regulating methane 
is redundant given the existing NSPS for volatile organic compounds (VOCs). Because the 
controls for VOCs also capture methane, standards for methane do not further reduce methane 
emissions from these segments of the industry and provide no additional public health protection. 
Oil and gas operators will still be required to reduce emissions of ozone-forming VOCs in the 
production and processing segment of the industry. In this final action, the Agency also removed 
the transmission and storage segment from the source category. The production and processing 
segments of the industry now make up the regulated source category, consistent with how the 
source category was listed under the CAA in 1979. The 2012 and 2016 rules erroneously 
interpreted the 1979 CAA listing to also include the transmission and storage segment. 
  



 In a separate, concurrent action, EPA amended Oil and Natural Gas NSPS in response to 
administrative petitions to reconsider certain aspects of the 2016 NSPS and implementation issues 
brought to the Agency’s attention after the 2016 rule was issued, including those related to leak 
detection and repair requirements. These targeted technical amendments streamline 
implementation of the rule and significantly reduce unnecessary burdens on domestic energy 
producers. The technical amendments streamline recordkeeping and reporting for fugitive 
emissions (leaks); exempt low production wells from fugitive monitoring and change monitoring 
frequency at gathering and boosting compressor stations from quarterly to semiannual monitoring; 
reduce duplication of some state requirements; and make it easier for the industry to apply to use 
new technologies to monitor for fugitive emissions. 
 
 Again, thank you again for your letter. I appreciate the opportunity to be of service and 
trust that the information provided is helpful. If you have further questions, please contact me or 
your staff may contact Karen Thundiyil in EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Relations at thundiyil.karen@epa.gov or at (202) 564-1142. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
       Anne L. Austin 
       Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator
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AIR AND RADIATION 
 
 
 
The Honorable David Trone 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Congressman Trone: 
 
 Thank you for your August 25, 2020, letter to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Administrator Andrew Wheeler regarding the amendments to the New Source Performance 
Standards (NSPS) for the Oil and Natural Gas Sector. The Administrator asked that I respond on 
his behalf.  
 
 On August 13, 2020, Administrator Wheeler announced two final rules for the oil and 
natural gas industry that bring the NSPS back into alignment with the Clean Air Act (CAA) and 
remove redundant requirements to reduce undue burden on domestic energy producers. The rules, 
which include both policy and technical amendments, maintain health and environmental 
protection from oil and gas sources that the Agency considers appropriate to regulate under the 
law.   
 
 The policy amendments rescind the NSPS for methane for the production and processing 
segments of the oil and natural gas industry. These amendments solidify EPA’s position that the 
CAA requires EPA to make a finding that a pollutant contributes significantly to air pollution 
before setting NSPS requirements for that pollutant. The prior administration did not make such a 
finding for methane prior to regulating it under the source category. Further, regulating methane 
is redundant given the existing NSPS for volatile organic compounds (VOCs). Because the 
controls for VOCs also capture methane, standards for methane do not further reduce methane 
emissions from these segments of the industry and provide no additional public health protection. 
Oil and gas operators will still be required to reduce emissions of ozone-forming VOCs in the 
production and processing segment of the industry. In this final action, the Agency also removed 
the transmission and storage segment from the source category. The production and processing 
segments of the industry now make up the regulated source category, consistent with how the 
source category was listed under the CAA in 1979. The 2012 and 2016 rules erroneously 
interpreted the 1979 CAA listing to also include the transmission and storage segment. 
  



 In a separate, concurrent action, EPA amended Oil and Natural Gas NSPS in response to 
administrative petitions to reconsider certain aspects of the 2016 NSPS and implementation issues 
brought to the Agency’s attention after the 2016 rule was issued, including those related to leak 
detection and repair requirements. These targeted technical amendments streamline 
implementation of the rule and significantly reduce unnecessary burdens on domestic energy 
producers. The technical amendments streamline recordkeeping and reporting for fugitive 
emissions (leaks); exempt low production wells from fugitive monitoring and change monitoring 
frequency at gathering and boosting compressor stations from quarterly to semiannual monitoring; 
reduce duplication of some state requirements; and make it easier for the industry to apply to use 
new technologies to monitor for fugitive emissions. 
 
 Again, thank you again for your letter. I appreciate the opportunity to be of service and 
trust that the information provided is helpful. If you have further questions, please contact me or 
your staff may contact Karen Thundiyil in EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Relations at thundiyil.karen@epa.gov or at (202) 564-1142. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
       Anne L. Austin 
       Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator
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The Honorable Judy Chu 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Congresswoman Chu: 
 
 Thank you for your August 25, 2020, letter to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Administrator Andrew Wheeler regarding the amendments to the New Source Performance 
Standards (NSPS) for the Oil and Natural Gas Sector. The Administrator asked that I respond on 
his behalf.  
 
 On August 13, 2020, Administrator Wheeler announced two final rules for the oil and 
natural gas industry that bring the NSPS back into alignment with the Clean Air Act (CAA) and 
remove redundant requirements to reduce undue burden on domestic energy producers. The rules, 
which include both policy and technical amendments, maintain health and environmental 
protection from oil and gas sources that the Agency considers appropriate to regulate under the 
law.   
 
 The policy amendments rescind the NSPS for methane for the production and processing 
segments of the oil and natural gas industry. These amendments solidify EPA’s position that the 
CAA requires EPA to make a finding that a pollutant contributes significantly to air pollution 
before setting NSPS requirements for that pollutant. The prior administration did not make such a 
finding for methane prior to regulating it under the source category. Further, regulating methane 
is redundant given the existing NSPS for volatile organic compounds (VOCs). Because the 
controls for VOCs also capture methane, standards for methane do not further reduce methane 
emissions from these segments of the industry and provide no additional public health protection. 
Oil and gas operators will still be required to reduce emissions of ozone-forming VOCs in the 
production and processing segment of the industry. In this final action, the Agency also removed 
the transmission and storage segment from the source category. The production and processing 
segments of the industry now make up the regulated source category, consistent with how the 
source category was listed under the CAA in 1979. The 2012 and 2016 rules erroneously 
interpreted the 1979 CAA listing to also include the transmission and storage segment. 
  



 In a separate, concurrent action, EPA amended Oil and Natural Gas NSPS in response to 
administrative petitions to reconsider certain aspects of the 2016 NSPS and implementation issues 
brought to the Agency’s attention after the 2016 rule was issued, including those related to leak 
detection and repair requirements. These targeted technical amendments streamline 
implementation of the rule and significantly reduce unnecessary burdens on domestic energy 
producers. The technical amendments streamline recordkeeping and reporting for fugitive 
emissions (leaks); exempt low production wells from fugitive monitoring and change monitoring 
frequency at gathering and boosting compressor stations from quarterly to semiannual monitoring; 
reduce duplication of some state requirements; and make it easier for the industry to apply to use 
new technologies to monitor for fugitive emissions. 
 
 Again, thank you again for your letter. I appreciate the opportunity to be of service and 
trust that the information provided is helpful. If you have further questions, please contact me or 
your staff may contact Karen Thundiyil in EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Relations at thundiyil.karen@epa.gov or at (202) 564-1142. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
       Anne L. Austin 
       Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator
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The Honorable Abigail D. Spanberger 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Congresswoman Spanberger: 
 
 Thank you for your August 25, 2020, letter to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Administrator Andrew Wheeler regarding the amendments to the New Source Performance 
Standards (NSPS) for the Oil and Natural Gas Sector. The Administrator asked that I respond on 
his behalf.  
 
 On August 13, 2020, Administrator Wheeler announced two final rules for the oil and 
natural gas industry that bring the NSPS back into alignment with the Clean Air Act (CAA) and 
remove redundant requirements to reduce undue burden on domestic energy producers. The rules, 
which include both policy and technical amendments, maintain health and environmental 
protection from oil and gas sources that the Agency considers appropriate to regulate under the 
law.   
 
 The policy amendments rescind the NSPS for methane for the production and processing 
segments of the oil and natural gas industry. These amendments solidify EPA’s position that the 
CAA requires EPA to make a finding that a pollutant contributes significantly to air pollution 
before setting NSPS requirements for that pollutant. The prior administration did not make such a 
finding for methane prior to regulating it under the source category. Further, regulating methane 
is redundant given the existing NSPS for volatile organic compounds (VOCs). Because the 
controls for VOCs also capture methane, standards for methane do not further reduce methane 
emissions from these segments of the industry and provide no additional public health protection. 
Oil and gas operators will still be required to reduce emissions of ozone-forming VOCs in the 
production and processing segment of the industry. In this final action, the Agency also removed 
the transmission and storage segment from the source category. The production and processing 
segments of the industry now make up the regulated source category, consistent with how the 
source category was listed under the CAA in 1979. The 2012 and 2016 rules erroneously 
interpreted the 1979 CAA listing to also include the transmission and storage segment. 
  



 In a separate, concurrent action, EPA amended Oil and Natural Gas NSPS in response to 
administrative petitions to reconsider certain aspects of the 2016 NSPS and implementation issues 
brought to the Agency’s attention after the 2016 rule was issued, including those related to leak 
detection and repair requirements. These targeted technical amendments streamline 
implementation of the rule and significantly reduce unnecessary burdens on domestic energy 
producers. The technical amendments streamline recordkeeping and reporting for fugitive 
emissions (leaks); exempt low production wells from fugitive monitoring and change monitoring 
frequency at gathering and boosting compressor stations from quarterly to semiannual monitoring; 
reduce duplication of some state requirements; and make it easier for the industry to apply to use 
new technologies to monitor for fugitive emissions. 
 
 Again, thank you again for your letter. I appreciate the opportunity to be of service and 
trust that the information provided is helpful. If you have further questions, please contact me or 
your staff may contact Karen Thundiyil in EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Relations at thundiyil.karen@epa.gov or at (202) 564-1142. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
       Anne L. Austin 
       Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator
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The Honorable Rick Larsen 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Congressman Larsen: 
 
 Thank you for your August 25, 2020, letter to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Administrator Andrew Wheeler regarding the amendments to the New Source Performance 
Standards (NSPS) for the Oil and Natural Gas Sector. The Administrator asked that I respond on 
his behalf.  
 
 On August 13, 2020, Administrator Wheeler announced two final rules for the oil and 
natural gas industry that bring the NSPS back into alignment with the Clean Air Act (CAA) and 
remove redundant requirements to reduce undue burden on domestic energy producers. The rules, 
which include both policy and technical amendments, maintain health and environmental 
protection from oil and gas sources that the Agency considers appropriate to regulate under the 
law.   
 
 The policy amendments rescind the NSPS for methane for the production and processing 
segments of the oil and natural gas industry. These amendments solidify EPA’s position that the 
CAA requires EPA to make a finding that a pollutant contributes significantly to air pollution 
before setting NSPS requirements for that pollutant. The prior administration did not make such a 
finding for methane prior to regulating it under the source category. Further, regulating methane 
is redundant given the existing NSPS for volatile organic compounds (VOCs). Because the 
controls for VOCs also capture methane, standards for methane do not further reduce methane 
emissions from these segments of the industry and provide no additional public health protection. 
Oil and gas operators will still be required to reduce emissions of ozone-forming VOCs in the 
production and processing segment of the industry. In this final action, the Agency also removed 
the transmission and storage segment from the source category. The production and processing 
segments of the industry now make up the regulated source category, consistent with how the 
source category was listed under the CAA in 1979. The 2012 and 2016 rules erroneously 
interpreted the 1979 CAA listing to also include the transmission and storage segment. 
  



 In a separate, concurrent action, EPA amended Oil and Natural Gas NSPS in response to 
administrative petitions to reconsider certain aspects of the 2016 NSPS and implementation issues 
brought to the Agency’s attention after the 2016 rule was issued, including those related to leak 
detection and repair requirements. These targeted technical amendments streamline 
implementation of the rule and significantly reduce unnecessary burdens on domestic energy 
producers. The technical amendments streamline recordkeeping and reporting for fugitive 
emissions (leaks); exempt low production wells from fugitive monitoring and change monitoring 
frequency at gathering and boosting compressor stations from quarterly to semiannual monitoring; 
reduce duplication of some state requirements; and make it easier for the industry to apply to use 
new technologies to monitor for fugitive emissions. 
 
 Again, thank you again for your letter. I appreciate the opportunity to be of service and 
trust that the information provided is helpful. If you have further questions, please contact me or 
your staff may contact Karen Thundiyil in EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Relations at thundiyil.karen@epa.gov or at (202) 564-1142. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
       Anne L. Austin 
       Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator
 


